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New  row  over  hypocrisy  attacks 

McUOi^s 

claims 
fail  test 


Michael  White 
Political  EiGter 


JOHN  MA.IOR  yes- 
terday over- 
reached himself  in 
his  campaign  to 
paint  Labour  as 
the  party  of  hypoc- 
risy and  betrayal,  when  a 
string  of  polic)'  claims  cover- 
ing crime,  education  and  the 
economy  fbll  victim  to  instant 
expert  refUtaticm. 

Though  Downing  Street 
ajkles  later  qualified  signifi- 
cantly what  he  had  said  dur^ 
ing  heated  exchanges  at 
Prime  Minister’s  Question 
Time.  Mr  Major's  assertion 
that  “crime  is  fall  ing  for  the 
first  time  in  40  years”  under 
his  government  was  de- 
scribed as  “factually  inaccu- 
rate" by  criimnQlo^ks-~  and 
contradicted  by  the  Home  Of- 
fice's own  figures. 

The  series  of  inaccuracies 
vdilch  have  do^ed  Question 
T^e  look  set  to  rise  to  new 
heights  as  the  election  cam- 
paign develops. 

Other  answers  Mr  Major 
gave  yesterday  — and  at 
Question  Time  last  week  — i 
are  also  open  to  serious  objec- , 
tioa  They  include  his  asser- 
tion that  “university  funding 
rose  by  23  per  cent  over  and  i 
above  inflation”  in  the  five 
years  to  1994-95.  and  his 
ffiaims  that  “no  economy  in 
western  Europe  has  per- 
ibrmed.  or  is  perfbrming.  as 
well  as  the  British  economy 
in  the  past  12  months".  Both 
are  misleading  at  best 
Last  night  Home  Office 
tables  showed  that  recorded 
crime  fell  by  3 per  cent  under 
Labour  in  1977  and  1978.  and 
again  in  1983  and  1988  under 
Margaret  Thatcher. 

The  shadow  home  secre- 
tary. Jack  Straw,  accused  Mr 
Major  of  “selective  amnesia”, 
and  said  that  the  average 
annual  rate  of  Increase  in 
post-war  crime  has  been 
8.1  per  cent  under  the  Conser- 
vatives but  only  3.4  per  cent 
under  Labour. 

Between  1987-93  it  rose 
fhster  than  in  any  other  of  16 
Western  countries  surveyed 
by  the  Home  Office.  Mr  Straw 
said  — Iv  42  per  cent  com- 
pared wifli  22  per  cent  in 
Prance  and  only  5 per  cent  in 
the  United  States. 

Another  topical  exchai^ 
yesterday  allowed  Mr  Major 


Blunders 


□ Mr  M^n  “Crime  is 
Calling  fbr  the  first  time  in 
40  years.  Statistics  show 
that  quite  clearly  across 
the  range  of  crimes.” 

Fact:  The  annual 
recorded  crime  figures 
have  fallen  on  numerous 
occasions  since  1955,  in- 
cluding in  1977, 1978, 
1983. 1988, 1993 and  1994. 

□ Mr  Major:  “Between 
1989/90  and  1994/95.  uni- 
versity fimdlng  rose  by  23 
per  cent  above  inflation.” 
Fact:  The  number  of  stu- 
dents rose  in  those  years 
^ over  45  per  cent.  Fund- 
ing per  student  decreased 
by.  2.5  per  cent. 

U MrM£uon“ldti(yyou 
to  find  any  western  econo- 
my that  can  match  the 
current  economic  perfor- 
mance of  this  country.” 
Fact:  Britain's  growth 
last  year  was  1.8  percent; 
At  least  seven  European 
Union  states  grew  faster 
than  the  UK  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  Economist 
Itai^  grew  by  neaiiy  3.4 
percent. 

O Mr  Major  last  week: 
“There  are  more  than 

50.000  more  nurses  and 

4.000  more  midwives 
today  than  when  the  Gov- 
ernment took  office." 
Fact:  In  1994  there  were 
238,780  qualified  nurses 
and  midwives,  compared 
with  204.810  in  1979.  But 
there  were  398,600  NHS 
nurses,  including  unqual- 
ified, community  health 
and  midwifary  staff,  in 
1989  _ before  the  NHS 
changes — falling  to 
361,460  in  1993. 

to  tell  MPs:  *T  see  no  for 
universities  to  Introduce  top- 
up  fees.  They  certainly  cannot 
complain  about  how  they 
have  been  treated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Between  1969-90  and 
1994-95,  university  funding 
rose  by  23  i»r  cent  over  and 
above  inflation,” 

What  he  omitted  to  say  was 
that  between  198990  and  1994- 
95,  the  number  of  students  at 


Coma  rape  victim  pregnant 


Ian  Katz  to  Hew  York ^ 

Even  in  a country  ae- 
cnsfomed  to  a daily 

diet  of  criminal  grotes- 

oueiiee.  the  rape  of  a wom- 
u aged  29  who  has  been  in 
a coma  for  10  years  has 
been  met  with  horror  md 
incredulity. 

The  reaction  or  tne 
woman’s  parents  has 
shocked  the  United  Sta^ 
almost  as  much  as  the 
crime  itself:  they  have 
'refused  to  abort  the  r^ult- 
Ing  pregnancy  on  religions 

^^The  case  has  sparked  a 
debate  among  doctors  and 
medical  ethicists  abont 
what  ri^ts  can  be  ascribed 
to  the  woman,  whose  id^ 
iUy  has  been  withheld,  the 

foetesi  and  the  family- 

‘*Tbe  woman's  body  m 
being  used  as  a.  vessel. 


reducing  her  to  more  of  a 
♦tiing  than  a person.'’  bio- 
etbicisf  Ellen  Moskowltz 
told  USA  Today.  “It  could 
be  offmisive  to  her  human- 
ity." If  she  is  permanently 
unconscious,  however,  “the 
wrong  to  ber  is  not , 
profoimd’’. 

fhe  attack  was  discov- 
ered in  December  after  i 
nursing  staff  at  the  West- 1 
ft,n  B^lth  Care  Centre  in 
Rochester.  New  York,  no- 
ticed a sU^t  swellii^  of 
the  woman's  stomach. 
Tests  quickly  showed  that 
she  was  four  to  five-and-a- 
half  months  pregnant. 

The  woman's  family  was 
told  that  if  the  pregnancy 
was  not  terminated,  she 
should  give  birth  in  May. 
Ber  parents  said  they 
would  not  sanction  an 
' abortUm  because  of  their 
’ reli^ons  beliefa,  and  lie- 
canse  they  wanted  a 


reminder  of  their  daughter. 
Though  there  is  no  record  | 
of  a comatose  woman  be- 
coming pregnant,  there 
have  bMn  nomerons  eases  , 
of  patients  giving  birth 
whUe  in  a omua. 

The  pregnant  woman  was 
a devout  Catholic,  and 
firiends  say  she  strongly  op- 
posed abmlion.  She  had 
just  bera  accepted  for  the 
prestigioiis  Cornell  College 
when'sbe  was  Injured  in  a 
car  crash  at  file  of  19. 

She  has  remained  in  a 
coma  ever  since,  breathing 
without  assistance  but  fad 
by  a tube. 

No  one  has  been  arrested 
in  connection  with  the 
rape,  believed  to  have 
taken  place  in. August.  A 
former  aide  wbo  worked  at 
the  centre  at  the  time  was 
charged  in  November  with 
sexually  abusing  a disabled 
patient  aged  49. 
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university  rose  by  over  45  per 
cent,  so  funding  per  student 
decraased  by  25  per  cent. 

A third  disputed  assertion, 
which  the  l^ime  Minister 
again  inade  yesterday,  was 
about  the  relative  economic 
performance  of  Britain  in 
recent  years.  Though  be  is 
often  careAil  to  say  that  the 
UK’s  record  is  better  than 
that  of  major  European  rivals 
— Germany,  France  and  Italy 
he  failed  to  do  so  last  Tues- 
day and  again  yesterday. 

In  fact,  figures  publidied  In 
this  week’s  Economist  sug- 
gest that  Britain’s  1.8  per  cent 
growth  in  the  year  to  Decem- 
ber was  below  the  latest  — 
subtly  oldn*  — figures  from 
European  Union  states,  in- 
cludteg  Be^um  (2.7),  Desi- 
mark  (2.6),  France  (2.0X  Hol- 
land (2.3),  Italy  (34), 

(2.9)  and  Sweden  ( 2.8). 

Unemployment  figiirte  hre 
more  favourable  to*  the  Gov- 
enunent's  case.  Several  k^' 
EU  economies  are  now  slip- 
ping towards  a recession,  in 
contrast  to  Britain. 

Mr  Major’s  regular  claim, 
to  the  fury  of  Opposition  MPs.  | 
that  income  tax  rates,  mort- ' 
gage  costs  and  inflation  are  at  i 
50-year  low  levels  also  begs  i 
vital  questions.  The  real  level  I 
of  interest  rates  remains  his- 1 
torically  high  once  low  levels , 
of  inflation  have  been  dis- 
counted, and  the  overall  per- 
centage of  national  income 
I taken  by  all  forms  of  tax  is 
: currenfly  higher  than  in  1979. 

What  Disraeli  once  called 
! "lies,  damned  lies  and  statis- 
I tics”  are  a constant  tempta- 
tion to  politicians.  A persis- 
I tent  feature  of  Mr  Major’s 
I difficulty  is  his  failure  to 
qualify  his  in  ways 

that  render  them  teclmlcally 
correct  Thus  on  January  18 
he  told  Mr  Blair  that  “there 
are  more  than  50,000  more 
nurses  and  4,000  more  mid, 
wives  today  than  when  the 
Government  took  office’*. 
Health  ministers  usually  say 
"Qual^fii^"  NHS  nurses  and 
midwives,  as  distinct'  from 
unqualified  ones,  trainees 
and  agency  nurses. 

Mr  Blair  had  claimed  there 
were  50,000  fewer  nurses  and 
18,000  more  midwives  since 
the  NHS  reforms  of  1989-90. 
Department  of  Health  figures 
can  justify  both  claims. 

VIrii  rhsnnellnrn'  inper. 
page  ^ Leader,  page  8 
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mse  have  failed  to  save  the  204-year-old  jewel  that  is  one  of  Ih 


Firefighters  at  VenlceVLa  Fenice  t^ra  house  have  failed  to  save  the  204-year-old  jewel  that  is  one  of  Italy’s  greatest  artistic  institutions,  but 
prevented  file  inferno  from  spreading  u a city  built  with  very  little  stone  and  which  has  no  fire  hydrants  R^ort  and  more  pictures,  page  3 

Killing  raises  fears  of  republican  feud 


Gino  Gallagher . . . shot 
while  collecting  benefit 


David  Sharrock 
Ireland  Correspondent 

Fears  that  a bloody  feud 
within  a republican 
splinter  group  is  about 
to  break  out  again  rose  in  Bel- 
fast last  night  following  the 
murder  t£  ^ reputed  leader 
of  the  Irish  National  Libera- 
tion Army. 

Gino  Galla^ier,  named  by 
security  and  republican 
sources  as  having  been  INLA 
chlef-of-staff  for  less  than 
nine  months,  was  shot  several 
times  at  point-blank  range  as 
he  collected  his  social  secu- 
rity benefit  in  a DSS  office  on 
the  Falls  Road  in  West 
Belfast 


The  gunman  walked  calmly 
out  of  the  building  after  the 
attack. 

While  Mr  Gallagha-.  wbo 
was  32,  had  many  enemies, 
the  RUG  is  working  on  the 
theory  that  be  was  killed  by  i 
dissenting  former  comrades ' 
within  the  INLA  who  were ! 
“getting  their  retaliation  in ; 
first” 

The  party  denied  there  was 
any  mtemal  feud,  but  admit- 
ted that  the  victim  was  an 
INLA  “staff  officer.” 

A statement  described  him 
as  “a  tireless  fighter  in  the 
revolutionary  struggle  for 
national  liberation  and  social- 
ism ...  his  quiet  unassuming 
manner  disguised  the  fear^ 
lessness  which  epitomised  the 


way  in  which  he  engaged  the 
enemy.” 

The  killing  cast  a shadow 
on  fresh  pt^tical  efforts  to 
reduce  tension  between  Lon- 
don and  the  nationalist  ootn- 
munity  over  plana  to  hold 
elections  in  Northern  Ireland, 
and  led  to  renewed  calls  for 
the  decommissioning  of  ille- 
gal weapons  as  part  of  the 
peace  process. 

Fears  that  farther  killings 
will  follow  were  fuelled  by  the 
statement,  which  said: 


“Those  who  committed  this 
deed  will  be  uncovered  and 
tracked  down.” 

The  SDLP  MP  for  West  Bel- 
fast, Joe  Hendron.  said  that 
from  what  he  knew  the  kill- 
ing had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
ERA  and  was  not  a breach  of 
their  ceasefire.  “Whether  it  is 
part  a feud  or  not  I am  not 
in  a position  to  say.  What 
worries  me  is  that  it  may 
Tnm  to  page  2,  column  3 

Confroutartion  avoided,  page  4 


Hanson  to  be  broken  up 


Roger  Cowe 

Hanson,  the  industrial 
conglomerate  which 
symbolised  the  aggres- 
sive takeover  approach  of  the 
1980s.  announced  yesterday 
that  it  was  splitting  itself  up-- 
The  £11  billion  break-up 
will  be  completed  In  time  for 
Lord  Hanson’s  retirement  in 
1997.  It  ccmies  less  th.m  a j'ear 
after  the  death  of  his  partner, 
[jord  White,  the  buccaneering 
socialite.  It  will  mark  the  end 
of  an  era  for  industry  as  the  , 
fashion  for  focusing  on  a 
small  range  of  activities 
replaces  the  fashion  for  diver- 
sified conglomerates. 

Lord  Hanson  said  yester- 
day; “We  are  makuig  this  ex- 
citing and  radical  move  to 
create  even  greater  manage- 
ment and  growth  opportuni- 
ties for  these  four  mqjor 
businesses,  which  will  be- 
come substantial  public  com- 
panies in  their  own  right.” 

The  move  met  with  a muted 
reaction  in  the  City,  where  it 
was  seen  as  an  Inevitable  at- 
tempt to  reverse  a lengthy  de- 
cline. fiiares  rose  by 

7p,  adding  more  than  £350 
million  to  the  group’s  stock 
market  value,  - but  one  ob- 
server comment^  “Hanson 
has  reached  the  end  of  the 
road.  It's  been  a 30-year  suc- 
cess story  and  they  are  un- 
able to  progrss  any  farther.” 


vm  Bern  Mwrograoy  op 
•ne  o^FXB  KtceeRpcAMT 
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Lord  Hanson  and  Lord 
White  were  two  of  the  most- 
feared  corporate  predators 
either  side  ot  the  Atlantic 
during  tbe  1980s.  They  were 
idolised  by  many  financiers 
and  politicians,  especially 
Lady  Thatcher,  who  saw 
them  as  symbolising  the  nith- 
lessness  necessary  to  over- 
turn ccanplacency  and  ineffi- 
ciency. Over  20  years  they 
built  up  their  company  fimm  a 
tiny  agricultural  supplies  and 
motor  distributor  Into  one  of 
the  most  highly-valu^  com- 
panies cm  the  stock  eschsuige, 
worth  £15  billion  at.tts  peak. 

Hanson’s  dismemberment 
will  mean  a return  to  the  Lon- 


Chainmn:  Laicf  Hansen 


don  stock  market  for  Imperial 
Tobacco,  tbe  Embassy  and 
John  Phqrer  cigarette  maker 
whose  failed  diversification 
into  food  and  hotels  provided 
Hanson  with  one  of  its  most 
successful  acquisitions  In 
1986.  Eastern  Group,  the  elec- 
tricity company  acquired  by 
Hanson  last  year,  will  become 
part  of  an  energy  group,  and 
the  third  flotation  will  be  a 
US  chemical  group. 

Hanson  will  remain  as  a 
public  company,  including 
Hanson  Brick,  construction  I 
company  ARC,  end  US  crane 
business  Grove  Worldwide,  j 
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The  CuardianW^^ 

Eight  in  10  could  becbme  involved,  police  chief  warns  □ Services  ignoring  the  problem,  Y 


A waste  land  fit  I Qnigs  f Gsr  f ot  undsr”  1 1 ^ 

forthe  bunny  ' ^ 


Simon  Hoggart 


IHA  V5  a new  ritual  on  week- 
day evenings.  At  10.30 1 
catch  the  start  of  News- 
night  up  to  tile  bit  where  Jer- 
emy Paxman  says:  "In  the 
studio  to  discuss  this  we  have 
two  prominent  backbench 
MPs."Then  Itum  over  the 
Kelvin  MacKenzie's  Live  TV 
on  cable. 

Usually  it's  a programme 
called  Stand  Up  Live.  This  is  a 
shonTase  for  the  worst  stand- 
up  comedians  in  the  country. 
They  are  almost  unbelievably 
bad.  "Polly  put  the  kettle  on. 
Now  there's  a stupid  song. 
How  coulii  a parrot  put  a kettle 
on.  I ask  you?" — that  sort  of 
thing. 

The  jokes  are  heard  in 
silence  by  the  sparse  and  mo- 
rose audience.  It  reminds  me 
poignantly  of  the  House  of 
Commons  during  nine-tenths 
of  its  work:  incompetent  per- 
formers balking  to  a scattering 
of  bored  listeners. 

Then  at  11  pm  we  go  to  Bondi 
Beach  for  Topless  Darts.  Two 
embarrassed  young  women 
throw  darts  at  a board  while 
wearing  only  bikini  bottoms. 
They  are  rarely  good  looking, 
and  at  the  risk  of  annoying 
some  readers,  they  tend  to 
look  as  if  the  silicone  implants 
have  just  leaked  out 
1 have  n fellow  feeling  for 
the  presenter,  whose  job,  like 
mine,  involves  commenting  - 
evers’  da}'  on  a ludicrous  and 
degrading  spectacle. 

Like  me.  he  tends  to  go  in 
for  heavy  sarcasm:  “And  you 
can  see  the  crowds  here  are 
stamperling  to  catch  a glimpse 
of  Vaima  and  Kimberley ..." 
while  Uie  camera  shows  a 
middle-aged  man  dozing  in  a 
deckcliair. 

Then,  all  too  soon,  at  11.02 
it's  the  news,  with  Mr  Mac- 
Kenzie’s  ov.ti  ini'ention.  the 
Nev.'S  Bunny.  This  is  a person 
in  a rabbit  costume  who 
stands  behind  the  newsreader 
oQ'eringa'muned  commentary 
on  each  Item  — Joy.  despair, 
rage.  etc. 

It's  fashionable  in  places 


First  night 


like  Islington  to  be  rude  about 
the  News  Bunny,  but  I think 
he  would  be  a tremendous  ad- 
dition to  the  House  of 
CoBunons. 

Instead  of  his  ^S,  Mr 
Major  would  ^ve  the  Ques- 
tion Time  Bunny  standir^  be- 
hind him.  Yesterday,  for  ex- 
ample. Sir  Charles  Goodson- 
W ickes  (C.  Wimbledon)  said; 
‘The  vast  majorit}' of  my  con* 
stituents  agree . ■ . about  the 
need  to  increase  lenient  sen- 
tences. Is  it  not  another  exam- 
ple of  hypocrisy  that  die  Oppo- 
sition  voted  against  this?" 

The  Question  Time  Bunny 
I would  have  bent  down  and 
stuck  out  its  tongue  to  lick  an 
imaginary  boot — or  worse. 

Then  when  Mr  Major  as- 
serted that  under  this  govern- 
ment. crime  bad  fbllea  Tor 
the  first  time  in  40  years",  the 
bunny  would  ha've  expre^ed 
comical,  eye-rolling  incr^u- 
lity,  since  overall  crime  has 
doubled  since  1979. 

The  bunny  would  be  non- 
partisan. sowhen  Mr  Major 
' land^ablowontheOpposi- 
! tion(te  announced  that  "gov- 
ernments cannot  run  compa- 
nies" and  when  Labour  jeers 
had  subsided,  pointed  out  mat 
he  had  been  quoting  Tony 
Blair),  the  furry  fellow  would 
alternately  clutch  his  sides 
and  wave  a contemptuous  fin- 
ger at  Labour. 

When  Mr  Major  shouted  at 
Paddy  Ashdown,  who  had 
raised  the  topic  of  crime. 
“There's  no  point  in  you  li'ving 
in  some  Disneyland,  waving 
your  arms  around,”  tbe  bunny 
(w  Commons  Coypu — which 
would  be  more  cuddly?)  would 
go  into  mincing,  high  camp, 
ooh-get-her  mode. 

As  Paddy  Tipping  fLab. 
Sherwood)  cunning  accused 
Mr  M^joroffibbingCwouId 
someone  who  promised  not  to 
extend  VAT  then  put  it  on  fuel 
be  a hypocrite  or  a liar?  he 
asked  diffidently),  tbe  bunny 
would  suck  its  cheeks  in  mock 
outrage. 

Sir  Patrick  Cormack  rose  to 
make  a joke  at  the  expense  of 
the  Liberal  Democrats. 
"Would  you  give  a firm  under- 
taking that  you  will  not  take 
adirioe  on  law  and  order  from  a 
party  that  tvould  change  the 
meaning  of  the  Simday  joint?" 

At  this  the  Question  Time 
Bunny  would  have  rolled  over 
dead  with  Its  legs  waving  in 
the  air.  However,  the  jest  was 
good  enough  for  Stand  Up  ' 
Live,  where  I expect  to  hear  it 
soon. 


Stand-up  stint 
without  ciimax 


Robin  Yates 

Mark  Lamarr 

Comedy  Store 

OCC.ASIONALLY.  Mark 
Lamarr's  mouth  runs 
away  from  him.  "What 
sort  of  crap  am  I on  about?"  he 
asks,  as  bemused  as  his  audi- 
ence. Finding  himself  up  a 
comedy  blind  alley  is  a liazard 
of  Lamarr's  largely  non-script- 
ed  approacli,  but  it's  one  he 
usually  manages  to  avoid. 

His  st}'le  is  a creative  ra  ru- 
ble. story-telling  which  picks 
up  jokes  along  the  way.  the 
vividness  of  his  tale  more  im- 
portant than  any  punchline. 
"Expect  aclimax  and  you'll 
wait  forever."  he  tells  the 
audience. 

.Although,  like  many  of  his 
contemporaries,  his  subject 
matter  draws  heavily  on  the 
pop  culture  he  grew  up  with — 
so  we  have  plenty  of  musii^s 
on  superheroes  and  TV  shows 
of  yesterv'ear.  and  a kitsch 
house  band.  ’Hie  Adventures 
Of  Parsley  — he  also  weaves 
ui  some  cod  anthropology, 
coming  on  like  a heightened 
version  of  the  bar-room  sage, 
whu  buttoniioles  you  to  offer 
descriptions  of  African 
customs. 

For  the  first  a regular, 
fortnightly  show.  Lamarr  is  in 
good  form,  and  in  good  spirits. 
As  well  he  might  be — in  his 
role  of  host  he  has  gathered 
round  him  an  impressive  line- 
up, topped  by  Jo  Brand.  The 
quality  of  the  bill  is  a mark  of 
the  regard  other  comedians 
have  for  Lamarr.  Bob  Morti- 
mer considers  him  the  "best 
ad-libbing  comedian  there  is.” 
He  is  also  reckoned  to  be  a 
touch  aggressive — an  opinion 


probably  formed  by  those  who 
saw  his  stint  as  presenter  of 
The  Word.  However,  as  a 
stand-up,  he  has  alwayx  been 
easy  to  warm  to;  on  a circuit, 
where  the  tiniest  aside  can  be 
rehearsed,  his  improvised 
rifib  — bolstered  by  prepared 
routines — leave  1^  unusu- 
ally vulnerable. 

Besides,  next  to  some  of  the 
company  he  chose  for  his  first 
show,  he  was  bound  to  appear 
angelic.  Richard  Morton,  a 
Geordie  comedian  with  a 
pl^sant  manner  and  a taste 
for  the  macabre,  has  obvi. 
ously  been  sliding  too  much 
time  around  journalists.  What 

else  could  explain  his  jokes 
about  Rose  West  whom  he 
imagines  advertising  lager 
with  the  line,  "I  could  murder 
some  Tenoents.  me." 

There's  no  time  to  ponder 
questions  of  bad  taste  before 
LatnOT  is  back  — the  solici- 
tous host  making  1 ight  work 
I of  comp^ing.  His  approach  is 
set  in  relief  when  placed  next 
to  the  turns  of  h is  guests.  Both 
Sean  Lock  and  Gayle  Tuesd^ 
(the  Page  Three  Snmna.  a 
well-sustained  parody  of  a 
"glamour"  model)  are  pol- 
ished acts,  but  both  rely  on 
well  mapi^-out  materiaL 
Of  course,  it's  unreasonable 
to  expect  comedians  to  turn 
out  a new  show  every  pefbr* 
mance.  Yet  it's  equally  iinrea- 

' sonable  to  expect  us  to  laugh  if 
. we’ve  heard  it  all  before. 
Hence,  the  sharp  stand-up 
' who  does  just  Qiat— stendup 
and  perform  off  the  cuff — wSl 
always  win  out 
As  Lamarr  likes  to  say.  he 
might  sometimes  come  out 
with  ci^  but  at  least  he 
makes  it  up  as  he  goes  along — 
other  comedians  prepare 
their  crap  in  advance. 


Danrtd  Brindie,  Social 
Sonrieas  Conospondent 

IGBT  out  ct  10  chil- 
dren now  being 
bom  vriU  have  ex- 
perience of  dn^ 
by  the  time 
leave  junior  school  if  urgent 
action  is  not  taken  to  tarWe 
present  trends,  a senior 
policeman  warned  yesterday. 

Children  as  young  as  11  in 
local  authority  care  are  work- 
ing as  street  pne^tes  to 
Ibed  crack  cocaine  habits,  ac- 
cording to  Keith  Hellawell. 
chief  constable  of  West  York- 
shire and  n'hai^aw  of  the 
Association  of  Chief  Police 
Officers'  drugs  committ^. 

He  was  sgteaking  in  support 
of  a report  by  the  Gorcm- 
menfs  Health  Advisory  Sei> 
vice  published  yesterday 
which  warns  that  health  and 
welfkre  ^encies  are  ignoring 


the  test-growing  problem  of 

drug  Tnimgft  by  children  and 

young  people.  It  concludes 
tiutt  use  of.  and  experimenta- 
tion with,  dn^  alcoh^ 
is  now  so  wid^read  among 
the  young  “lhat  this  behav- 
iour cannot  be  justiflab^  de- 
scribed as  abnormal”. 

Mr  Hellawell  said  dnig-tak- 
i^  had  become  an  integral 
1^  of  youtti  culture.  Ihere 
was  strc^  peer  pressure  that 
it  was  a *'macho"  thing  to  do. 
Young  people  were  stealing  to 
teed  their  habits  and  there 
'was  now  ah  unofficial  tarlfC  a 
domestic  inm  would  buy  a 
reefer  of  cannabis;  a new 
'Video  recorder  would  buy  two 
rocks  of  crack  cocaine. 

‘The  prostitutes  in  Brad- 
ford tell  me  they  have  a huge 
problem  with  and  13- 

year-old  prostitutes  who  are 
‘crackheads’,"  Mr  Hellawell 
said.  'The  police  don’t  lock 
them  up;  we  take  fiimn  back 


Young  addicts 

Number  of  new  drug  addhte  aged 
21  years  and  under  nobted  to  the 
Home  Office.  Thousands. 


1990  1991 


Keith  Hella'Well:  action  call 

to  the  local  [chUdroi's]  homes 
where  they  have  a bath  and 
are  out  again  prostituting 
themselves  fbr  more  crack." 

IF  current  trends  continued 
unchanged,  the  chief  consta- 
ble said,  70-80  per  cent  of  chil- 


1993  1994 

SomcHmiOttee 


dren  now  being  bom  "wQl 
I have  been  involved  In  drugs 
In  one  form  or  another  by  the 
time  the^  are  10  or  11". 

Tbe  HAS  inquiry  fbimd  that 
help  for  young  drug  users  was 
I at  1^  patchy  and.poorly  co- 


ordinated. at  worst 

tent  Managers,  resgnfljte 

for  commissionmg  sOTCJ 

blind  to  tte 
reaUty  that  children 
3jjything  other  than  i™°“S 
^neOtristian.  one  of  to 
inquiry  team  and  a 
of  community  dru^ 
inStafibrdshfre.said: 

times  there  is  a 
tance  to  recognise  tot  tore 
are  13-  and  idryearolds  who 
are  dependent  on  heroin  and 

I need  treatment"  . 

i Drawing  a distinction  be- 
I tween  use  and  mis^  » 

I drugs,  to  inquiry  report  cans 

' for  health  and  weltere  ser- 
! vices  to  be  focused  on  mis- 
users outside  file  mainstream 
of  society  — those  in  care  or 
prison,  the  homeless,  prosti- 
tutes and  teenage  mothers. 

Dr  Martyn  Gay.  a Bristol- 
based  psychiatrist  who  led 
the  inquiry,  said  the  picti^ 
was  d^ressii^.  "Most  of  the 


and  effective  youth-on^tw 
just  a modify 
Sn  of  to  serviM  j?ro 
vided  for  adult  substance 

misusers.”  . „ . 

The  inquiry  report  sete  ^ 
a model  of  best  praci^  tor 
developing  drug  service  to 
ynimg  people.  It  says  drugs 
indtog-taklng  equipmeart 
can  in  some  circumst»«^ 
provided  to  under-I6s  without 
parental  consent  birt 
J^Sreful  thou^t  will  need  to 
be  given  in  each  care  as  to 
how  ^ provision  and  opera- 
tion of,  tor  example,  a neecue- 
and-sy^g?  exchange  soieme 
can  be  justifed." 

The  Substance  of  Young  Needs; 
HMSO:  £12 


MoD  bows  to  war  syndrome  pressure 
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Sarah  Whitehead  'with  her  son  Ben . . . ‘We  are  not  asking  for  mega  amoonts  of  money,  just  for  an  answer* 


David  Fairhan 
Defence  Correspondent 


The  Ministry  of  De- 
fence has  launched 
fresh  research  into 
the  mysterious  Gulf 
war  syndrome,  bowing  to 
pressure  from  veterans  who 
tear  it  may  be  causing  d^br- 
mities  in  their  children. 

A statistical  survey  will  be 
marip  to  check  whether  cer- 
tain iMnnawna  are  abnormally 
prevalent  among  the  veter- 
ans. and  there  w^  be  studies 
of  three  conditions  — birth 
defects,  chronic  tetigue  syn- 
drome (better  known  as  S^. 
anri  groups  of  medieaUy  unex- 
plained symptoms.  The 
research  is  expected  to  take 
two  or  three  years.  fUnded  by 
the  MoD  and  overseen  by  tbe 
Medical  Research  CounciL 
The  symptoms  veterans 


I complain  of  include  chronic 
j weakness,  depression  and 
loss  of  memory.  Ihe  main 
suspected  cause  is  interaction 
between  tbe  cocktail  of  vacci- 
nations and  anti-nerve  gas 
tablets  (NAPS)  given  to  troops 
who  served  in  the  desert 

ffHTnpnign 

Among  the  37  nations  tak- 
ing in  Operation  Desert 
Storm  in  1991,  only  American, 
British  and  (Canadian  troops 
have  complained  of  wide- 
spread illness,  with  a tew 
cases  also  repor^  from  Nor- 
way. The  Americans  and  Ca- 
nadians took  the  same  NAPS 
tablets  as  the  British. 

Labour  defence  spokesman 
John  Reid  yesterday  attacked 
the  Government’s  response  as 
a "gru^ing  limited  con- 
cession”. But  the  armed 
forces  minister,  Nicholas 
Soames,  denied  his  depart- 
ment had  been  forced  to 


I change  its  approach  by  public 
I criticism  and  the  thrrat  of 
I veterans'  l^ai  action. 

I ‘This  is  not  a U-tum",  he 
' told  the  Guardian.  "It  is  the 
I orderly,  progressive  result  of 
I three  years  of  scientific 
work.”  The  minister  pointed 
' out  that  an  RAF  physician. 

I Wing  Commander  Bill  Coker, 
I'tegan  OTgTTiiTiing  sick  veter- 
ans in  OctobOT  1993,  but  in 
spite  of  repeated  appeals  only 
360  had  come  forward,  about 
half  to  number  claiming  to 
suffer  from  Gulf  war 
syndrome. 

However  tbere  is  no  doubt 
that  the  MoD  was  deeply 
stuj^  by  the  Commons  de- 
fence committee’s  condemna- 
tion of  its  assessment  pro- 
gramme as  “hopelessly 
inadequate",  and  alarmed  by 
to  70  cases  of  veterans'  chil- 
dren bom  with  major  abnor- ' 
malities,  such  as  missing  i 


I limbs,  identified  by  lawyers 
I seeking  compensation  for 
' them 

Its  latest  initiative  is  the 
outcome  of  a meeting  last 
week  with  seven  eminent 
medical  specialists  called  In 
to  validate  the  wcark  so  ter 
and  si^gest  a way  forward. 

At  yesterday's  press  confer- 
ence to  present  the  new 
research  pn^ramme.  one  of 
the  specialists.  Professor  Sir 
Colin  Berry,  an  expert  in 
birth  defects  from  the  Royal 
London  Hospital,  suggested 
that  if  the  51,000  British 
troops  who  served  in  tbe  Gulf 
war  have  since  had  15,000 
children,  as  is  likely,  doctors 
would  e.xpect  about  375  of 
their  children  to  be  bom  with 
"major  abnormalities".  The 
normal  rate  of  serious  birth 
defects  in  the  UK.  he  said,  is  1 
in  40. 

The  Surgeon  General,  Vice 


PHOTOGRAPH:  HEATH  BRETT 

Admiral  Tony  Revell,  said 
that  if  another  war  were  to 
break  but  with  the  gamp 
tiueat  of  chemical  and  biolog- 
ical attacks,  the  armed  forces 
would  feel  obliged  to  offer  to 
same  vaccinatioi\s  and  anti- 
nerve gas  treatments  as  in 
1991.  “It’s  all  we've  got,"  he 
said.  Tests  had  shown  to  'vac- 
cinations and  tbe  NAPS  tab- 
lets to  be  safe  individually, 
but  he  accepted  there  might 
some  dangerous  - interaction 
between  them. 

The  British  Investigation  is 
designed  to  complement  ex- 
teitsive  American  research. 
Some  British  veterans  of  to 
Gulf  war  receive  disability 
pensions.  To  obtain  direct 
compensation  through  the 
courts  they  must  first  demon- 
strate that  their  iHniaeg  was 
caused  by  service  in  to  Gulf, 
and  secondly  that  to  MoD 
was  negligent. 


Belfast  killing  raises  fears  of  republican  feud 


Continned  from  page  1 
spark  off  another  spate  of  kill- 
ings within  one  of  the  other 
r^ublican  organisations,  and 
I hope  that  all  the  good  people 
of  this  area  will  use  their  in- 
fluence on  any  members  of 
other  republican  organisa- 
tions to  make  sure  there  are 
no  tit^-tat  killi'ngs." 

Ulster  minister  Baroness 
Denton  said  the  attack 
"serves  once  as&ia  to  point  up 
in  the  most  chilling  way  the 
reason  why  the  Government 
continues  to  call  for  the  de- 


i commissioning  of  illegal 
weapons". 

Mr  fy*uaghpr  was  national 
organiser  of  INIA's  political 
wing,  to  Irish  Republican 
Socialist  Party,  a group  dedi- 
cated to  the  expulsion  of  Brit- 
ain from  Ireland  and  to  es- 
tablishment of  a 32-county 
Marxist  republic. 

In  1983  he  was  jailed  for 
possession  of  explosives.  In 
! June  la^  year,  he  ahotte 
handft  with  fhe  Northern  Ire- 
land Minister,  I^cbael  An- 
cram.  at  a peace  conference  in 


the  Europa  Hotel  in  Belfast 
After  a long  sp^  of  relative 
inactivity,  the  IRSP  has  been 
reinvigorated  by  Sinn  Fein's 
participation  in  the  peace 
process,  accusing  the  IRA's 
political  wing  of  selling  out 
on  fiindamental  republican 
principles. 

Mr  Gallagher  assumed  a 
leading  role  in  providing 
public!^. 

In  the  months  leading  up  to 
the  IRA  ceasefire  In  Septem- 
ber 1994.  INLA  murdered  two 
leading  Ulster  Volunteer 


Force  members  on  to  Shan- 
kill  Road.  Loyalist  witnesses 
to  the  attack  claim  that  Mr 
Gallagher  took  part. 

Both  the  UVF  and  the  Ul- 
ster Freedom  Fighters  have 
attempted  to  murder  him  in 
the  on  one  occasion 

throwing  a grenade  into  his 

house. 

Last  April  INLA  lost  its 
leader.  Hugh  “Cueball”  Tor- 
ney,  when  be  was  arrested  in 
the  Irish  Republic  in  a vehicle 
carrying  weapons  along  the 
Dublin-Beltest  road.  A solici- 


I tor  for  Mr  Torney  later 
, claimed  in  court  that  INLA 
, had  called  a suspension  oi 
I military  operations  a month 
before  the  IRA  ceasefire. 

Mr  Gallagher,  who  took 
over  his  own  dtfence,  was 
said  to  have  been  ftirk^  at 
the  statement 
Two  weeks  ago  Mr  Torney 
and  a number  of  his  co- 
accused failed  to  honour  their 
bail  conditions  and  not 
appear  at  a remand  hRanne 
Irish  police  are  now  looking 
for  them. 


The  doctors 
said  it  was 
just  one  of 
those  things’ 

Sally  Weale 

AS  SOON  as  Ben  White- 
head was  bom,  it  was 
evident  something  was 
wrong-  Not  that  his  parents 
had  been  expecting  prob- 
lems. The  pregnancy  bad 
been  perfectly  normal  and 
all  tbe  scans  were  clear. 

Bat  when  he  was  deliv- 
ered two  and  a half  years 
ago.  it  'was  immediately  ap- 
parent that  while  Ben’s 
right  arm  was  chubby  and 
strong,  his  left  was  thin  and 
fragile.  His  left  hand  was 
curled  into  a filst,  which 
once  prised  open,  revealed 
that  the  three,  middle  fin- 
gers: were  webbed  and  his 
knuckles  were  fused.  There 
was.  doctors  said,  no  expla- 
nation. It  'was  Just  one  of 
those  things.  ‘ 

It  was  only  later  that 
Ben’s  parents,  who  have 
since  divorced,  began  to 
make  the  connection  be- 
tween their  son's  deformity 
and  bis  tether’s  six-month 
tour  of  dnty  with  the  Royal 
Engineers  during  the  Gi^ 
War. 

Ben  is  one  of  about  70 
cases  so  far  re^stered  tk 
childreo  of  Gulf  veterans 
bom  with  unexplained  de- 
formities, inclndii^  heart 
defects,  malformed  limbs 
and  missing  oxgans.  If  Brit- 
ain follows  the  pattern  of 
the  US,  more  cases  are 
likely  to  emerge. 

Many  are  ter  worse  off 
than  Ben.  Last  December 
he  had  sm^ry  to  correct 
some  of  his  problems, 
though  niigging  ligaments 
and  muscles  mean  he  has 
very  UtQe  strength  in  his 
left  arm  or  hand,  and  move- 
ment is  restricted. 

His  mother,  Sarah  White- 
head, said  yesterday: 
grandfather,  father  and 
husband  'were  all  in  the 
army.  1 would've  hoped 
Ben  would  have  followed 
them,  but  he  is  not  eoins  to 
be  able  to." 

She  is  also  concerned 
about  additional  problems 
he  may  develop  in  later  life 
In  ^erica,  she  said,  some 
children  of  veterans  had 
gone  on  to  develop  such  ill- 
nesses  as  cancer  im_ 

I kaemia.  “There’s  no 
! research,  nobody  seems  to 
; know.  There  seem  to  be  no 
' answers.” 

i _Ms Whitehead, aged 3o  of 
, Shanklin,  Isle  of  Wight,  is 
convinced  there  is  a link 
“tween  her  son’s  condi- 
JMU  and  to  cocktail  of  tob- 
lets  and  injections  her  ex- 
hwband  took  to  protect 
cheml^ 
attack  by  the  Iraqis. 
Yesterday  she  welcomed 
that  the  Ministry  of 
D^nce  was  at  last  Sm 
said  she  woniS 

“My  husband  signed  un 

S ^ 'W.  That  WM 

to^b.  But  our  child  did^ 

sign  op  to  anything. 

“Nobody  is  asking  for 
^ga  amounts  ofS»W 
We  are  asking  for^ 
answer." 
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Opera  fire  crews  saved  Venice  from  even  greater  tragedy,  says  mayor 


C V li^«  J 


: Mpoerr 

I SOOyaiia  j ~ 


Bindacta  Istaml 


Saa  Gtaqta 
Maiflafa 


Shops  warned  over 

‘poor*  warranties 


Tlie  sbeU  of  Venice's  La  Fenice  opera  house,  above,  after  the  blaze  which  tore  through  its  alUwooden  Interior,  below 


Blaze 
reveals 
great 
risk  to 
‘city  of 
wood’ 

John  Hooper  bi  Rome 


Firefighters  who 

raced  to  the  blaze  which 
reduced  La  Fenice  opera 
house  to  a smouldering  heap 
“saved  Venice  from  an  even 
more  catastrophic  fire**,  the 
city’s  mayor  said  last  ni(^t. 

As  offers  poured  in  to  help 
the  18th  century  landmark 
rise  from  the  ashes  like  die 
phoenix  after  which  it  was 
named,  it  was  dear  that  its 
destruction  had  highlighted  a , 
previously  underrated  threat 
to  the  already  desperately 
vulnerable  city.  V^ile  atten- 
tion has  been  focu^  on  the 
dangers  Ihmi  subsidence  and 
pollution,  little  has  been  said 
about  the  risk  of  fire. 

Yet,  according  to  Giam- 
piero  Zucchetta.  a fire  preven- 
tion expert  at  die  Italian  envi- 
ronment ministry,  Venice  is 
like  a "dry  match".  Its  build- 
ings are  constructed  of  "very 
little  stone  and  a great  deal 
wood  and  the  gaps  below  and 
between  them  let  the  air 
through  in  such  a way  that 
[Monday’s]  fuv  would  have 
burnt  much  more  fiercely  if 
there  had  been  a wind". 

"The  city  is  not  equipped 
with  a network  of  hydrants, 
so  water^  salt  water,  what  is 
more  — has  to  be  taken  from 
the  canals  each  time  a fire  has 
to  be  put  out"  adding  to  the 
damage  caused  by  the  flames, 
he  said. 

"Hus  city  is  built  entirely 
of  wood"  the  city's  fire  chief, 
Alfu)  Pini  said.  "It's  a city 
where  you  can’t  move  around 
except  by  the  canals,  which 
are  sometimes  navigable  and 
sometimes  not.  We  have  been 
saying  for  ages  this  city  is  at 
very  great  risk.” 

Venice's  leftwing  mayor, 
Massimo  Cacciari.  said  that 
the  fire  brigade  had  trained 
hoses  on  the  blaze  within  20 
minutes  of  it  being  detected. 
But  it  also  emerged  yesterday 
that,  because  nearby  canals 
were  being  dredged,  fire 
crews  were  unable  to  use 


CIHff  Jones 

Retailers  who  sell  ex* 
tended  warranties 
have  been  warned 
that  they  must  sign  a 
code  of  practice  if  they  are  to 
avoid  "^ective  actirni"  from 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading. 

The  OFT  is  giving  high 
street  shops  until  May  to  dis- 
pl.iy  prices  of  extended  war- 
ranties on  the  shop  floor 
rather  than  put  pressure  on 
MAM  PHOTOGRAPHr  MICHELE  GREQOUN  consuzners  to  bu>'  them  at 

point  of  sale.  It  warns  tt  will 
recommend  compulsory'  com- 
pliance with  the  code  to  the 
Departtnent  of  Trade  and  In- 
dustry if  retailers  fail  to  meet 
tlie  standards  set  ouL 
John  Bridgeman.  Director 
General  of  Fair  Trading,  said 
the  reluctance  of  many  trad- 
ers to  display  prices  sug- 
gested "they  recognise  very 
well  that  the  prices  of  most 
warranties  represent  poor 
value  for  mone^’. 

Ke  also  expressed  concern 
that  many  large  electrical 
goods  chains  not  sup- 
ported the  code  of  practice 
published  in  December  last 
year  by  the  British  Retail 
Consortium. 

The  warranties  cover 
repairs  if  the  goods  break 
dont)  within  three  or  five 
years.  Around  S million  poli- 
cies are  sold  each  year  at  a 
total  cost  £400  million. 


Extended  warranties  are 
sold  by  shop  staff.  The  OFT 
says  that  policies  are  oversold 
and  highly  priced  compar^ 
to  the  actual  costs  of  repair- 
ing the  goods.  It  found  that 
the  average  price  for  a five- 
year  warranty  for  a £450 
colour  tele\'ision  cost  an  aver- 
age £96.99  when  the  manufac- 
turer’s policy  cost  only  £&4. 
Tte  a\'erage  repair,  bowei'er. 
cost  only  £30. 

The  prices  on  warranries 
were  also  found  to  vary 
widely  between  retailers.  A 
five-year  extended  warranty  i 
on  a washing  machine  cost , 
£170.70  at  Currys  while  the 
cheap^  quote  for  the  same 
model  came  to  £&t.9S.  The 


TV  guarantee 

Prtes  oi  five-year  extended  warraniy 
ior  £450  television 
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most  expensive  policy  cost 
£240  and  foe  manufocturer’s 
extended  warranty  cost  £134. 

Electrical  goods  are  much 
more  likely  to  fail  within  one 
year  purchase  than  they 
are  in  years  two  to  five,  and  to 
be  covered  by  - a standard 
manufacturer’s  warranty  or 
by  the  Sale  and  Supp^  of 
Goods  Act  1994. 

The  Consumers’  Associa- 
tion suggests  setting  up  a 
“repair  fund"  savings  ac- 
count to  pay  for  any  repairs. 
It  sa^'s  foat  customers  can 
sa%*e  money  by  dipping  into 
the  account  to  pay  for 
ser\'icing  which  will  probably 
be  cheaper  than  the  repair 
costs. 

The  OFT  is  also  calling  for 
measures  to  grant  customers 
a cooling-off  period  in  which 
to  consider  the  benefits  of 
warranties.  Customers  would 
be  able  to  compare  the  prices 
Of  different  policies  before 
they  pay  for  a warranty,  but  it 
says  “changes  would  be  nec- 
essary if  a fkir  and  competi- 
tive maritet  were  to  emerge". 

The  code  states  that  sales 
staff  should  also  be  trained  on 
details  of  the  policies,  many 
of  which  contain  ambiguous 
exclusion  clauses. 

The  Code  of  Practice  states 
that  the  warranty  contracts 
must  be  written  in  plain 
Elfish  axtd  should  not  con- 
tain unreasonable  restric- 
tions. 


Taped  royal  call  on  hold 
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Paper  warns  it  might  pubiish 
duke’s  ‘sensitive’  comments 
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Edurard  Ptikfngton 

Buckingham  Palace 
last  night  faced  the 
prospect  of  further 
damaging  press  coverage 
after  a tabloid  newspaper 
reserved  the  right  to  publish 
"political^  embarrassing" 
extracts  of  a tape  recordl^ 
alleged  to  have  made  of  a 

private  telephone  conversa- 
tioD  involving  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh. 

The  Sun  said  it  had  no 
plans  to  print  extracts  from 
foe  conversation  between  foe 
duke  and  an  unidentified 
woman  as  there  was  "no  justi- 
fication to  run  the  dialogue  at 
at  this  stage".  But  in  a com- 
ment foat  will  ring  aWm 


I bells  in  Buckinghw  Palace. 

I the  newqiaper's  editor.  Stuart 
Higgins,  said  publication  at  a 
later  date  “could  become  in 
foe  public  interest". 

Mr  Higgins  referred  to  ear- 
lier cases  of  taped  conversa- 
tions involving  members  of 
the  royal  fbmily  where  details 
j have  been  printed  in  this 
I country  following  publication 
abroad.  In  1992  tapes  an  in- 
timate discussion  between 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Ca- 
milla Parker-Bowles  were 
first  run  in  ftiU  in  foe  New 
Idea,  an  Australian  ma^zine 
owned  by  the  Sun's  propri- 
etor. Rup^  Murdoch. 

Yesterday  .foe  Palace  was 
following  foe  tactic  it  has 
adopted  in  three  previous 
cases  of  taped  royal  conversa- 


tions by'refrising  to  comment. 
I Aides  take  the  view  that  any 
' response  would  inadvertently 
add  credence  to  foe  story. 

If  hints  dropped  yesterday 
by  the  Sun  are  to  be  believed, 
the  palace  could  have  reason 
to  be  foarfiiL  The  paper  said 
that  foe  recorded  conversa- 
tion. which  lasts  17  minutes, 
contained  comments  made  by 
the  duke  concerning  “sensi- 
tive issues’’  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. Mrs  Parker-Bowles,  and 
the  impending  divorce  be- 
tween foe  Prince  and  Prin- 
cess of  Wales. 

The  telephone  call  is  al- 
leged to  h^e  been  made  by 
the  duke  from  Sandringham 
on  December  21  last  year.  It 
was  intercepted  by  an  ama- 
teur snooper  using  a £200 
scanning  machine.  The  man 
tried  to  sell  foe  tape  to  foe 
newspaper,  but  It  insisted  no 
payment  had  been  made. 


their  motor  launches.  Water 
had  to  be  pumped  li'om  the 
Grand  Canal  and  raised  from 
the  Venice  lagoon  by  helicop- 
ter to  douse  the  flames  foat 
leapt  ISOn  into  foe  night  sky.  i 

Ironicaky,  the  canals  were 
being  clear^  to  allow  emer- 
gency services  to  reach  the 
opera  bouse.  It  had  already . 
been  banned  from  holding ' 
perrormances  at  low  tide  for  I 
this  reason.  The  work,  which 
should  have  taken  a ibw 
months,  had  been  in  progress 
for  more  than  a year.  Mr  Zuc- 
cbetta  said. 

La  Fenice  was  closed  for 
restoration  when  the  fire 
broke  out.  And  questions 
were  being  asked  about  why 
no  one  had  raised  the  alarm 
from  inside.  Giuseppe  Zee- 
chillo,  foe  secreCao’  of  foe 


opera  workers'  union,  said 
that,  by  law,  a caretaker  and 
two  firdighters  should  liare 
been  on  the  premises  all 
night.  He  said  La  Fbnire  was 
equipped  with  an  extin- 
guisher "ev^  SO  metres". 

Two  inquiries  were  yester- 
day launched  into  the  origins 
of  foe  fire,  which  burned  for 
nine  hours  and  left  only  four 
black  walls  standing  prec^- 
oudy.  One  inquiry  is  being 
conducted  by  state  prosecu- 
tors; tlie  other  by  foe  ci^ 
council. 

The  Italian  government 
said  yesterday  that  as  a first 
step  towards  rebuilding 
Fenice,  it  would  ask  parlia- 
ment to  divert  20  billion  lire 
(SS.Smillioni  from  already 
budgeted  fiinds.  But  estimates 
of  the  total  cost  of  the  opera 


house  rebuUdsns  ranged  from  i 
300  to  500  billion  lire. 

Federico  Mayor,  head  of  the 
United  Nations  EducationaL 
Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organisation  said  foe  Paris- 1 
bas^  agency  would  help  to ' 
assess  the  damage  and  draw  I 
up  a restoration  plan.  i 

Among  offers  of  help  was 
one  from  foe  tenor,  Luciano 
PavarottL  "I  will  be  very  will- 
ing to  do  a fund-raising  con- 
cert. for  free."  he  told  British 
teferrision. 

A regional  councillor,  Ce- 
sare  Campa.  said  the  aim  eras 
to  rebuild  foe  Fenice  "like  it 
was -before,  where  it  was  be- 
fore and  — even  though  I 
think  it  will  be  difficult  — bet- 
ter than  it  was  brfore,  but  def- 
initely with  better  safety 
precautions." 


A LOAN? 


Nightmare  stalking  great  theatres 
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Venice*s  La  Fenice  is  the  latest  great 
opera  house  to  fall  to  the  flames  in  the 
past  few  decades,  writes  Martin  Kettle 


VENICE'S  fhmous  opera 
house,  the  Gran  Teatro 
La  Fenice,  which  Dame 
Joan  Sutherland  has  called 
the  most  beantifal  in  the 
world,  lies  in  ashes  this 
morning,  victim  of  the 
nightmare  of  all  great 
theatres  — the  strv  spark 
which  in  minntes  can  lay 
waste  the  work  and  tradi- 
tions of  centuries. 

The  predominantly 
wooden  La  Fenice  is  the  lat- 
est opera  house  to  fall  to 
the  in  the  past  de- 

cade. Xn  Italy,  the  opera 
house  in  Biuri,  one  of  only 
two  major  lyric  theatres 
south  of  Rome,  was  gutted 
in  1991  and  has  still  not 
been  rebuilt.  The  Llceu  in 
Barcelona,  where  Josd  Car^ 
reras  and  Monserrat  Ca- 
balle b^an  their  careers, 
also  perished,  in  a January 
1994  blaze.  The . Frankfurt 
Opera,  now  reopened,  was 


destroyed  by  an  arsonist  in 
1987.  And  the  Cairo  opera, 
where  Verdi's  Aida  was 
premiered  in  1874,  burned 
to  the  ground  in  1971. 

Richard  Wagner  once 
proposed  to  build  an  opera 
house  which  would  be  de- 
liberately ignited  once  the 
performance  was  over. 
More  recently,  Pierre  Bou- 
lez advocated  the  blowing 
up  of  opera  houses.  But  ac- 
cidental fire  is  the  great 
leveller  of  all  theatres, 
most  of  which  are  vast  and 
drafiy  potential  ovens,  full 
of  combustible  material 
and  often  vulnerable  to  the 
smallest  ignition. 

La  Fenice,  which  meazu 
-phoenix”  in  Italian,  has 
been  destroyed  by  fire  once 
b^re,  in  December  1836. 
Then  as  now,  the  Venetian 
authorities  set  about  re- 
creating Antonio  Selva's 
original  theatre,  first 


I begun  in  1790  on  the  site  of  { 
I another  building  wrecked 
by  fire,  which  is  crammed 
between  a network  of  small 
' canals  on  the  I^azza  San 
I Fantln,  Just  to  the  west  of 
St  Mark's  Square. 

The  19th  century  restora- 
tioa  took  less  than  a year. 
This  time,  however,  the  job 
, is  certain  to  take  much 
longer. 

Oi^ra  was  invented  in 
Venice.  No  theatre,  not 
even  La  Scala  in  Milan,  has 
a musical  pedigree  to  com- 
pare with  it.  Rossini’s  Tan- 
credi  and  Semiramide  were 
premiered  at  the  Fenice,  as 
were  Bellini's  1 Capuletl  e i 
Monterchi  and  Beatrice  dS 
Tenda  and  Donizetti's  Bell- 
sarlo  and  Marla  di  Rudenz. 
In  the  20tii  century,  the 
Fenice  saw  the  first  perfor- 
mances of  such  works  as 
Stravinsky’s  The  Rake's 
Progress,  Prokofiev's  IHery 
An^  and  Benjamlzi  Brit- 
ten's The  Turn  of  the 
Screw,  premiered  in  Venice 
in  1954. 

But  the  Fenice's  greatest 
association  is  with  Verdi, 
vriio  liked  writing  for  Ven- 


ice because  the  censorship 
was  less  strict  than  else- 
where in  Italy.  Verdi  wrote 
five  operas  for  the  Fenice: 
Ernazti.  Attila.  Rigoletto, 
3E#a  Traviata  and  Simon 
Boccanegra. 

Many  opera-lovers 
regard  La  Fenice  as  the 
world's  finest  opera  bouse. 
Wlfo  its  curves,  its  rococo 
decoration,  its  five  levels  of 
blue  and  gold  boxes  and 
galleries  and  its  crystal 
chandeliers,  the  Venice 
opera  radiated  a matchless 
theatrical  warmth. 

Marcel  Proust  praised 
the  Fenice  for  its  "under- 
water light",  and  the  Vene- 
tian theatre  historian. 
Maria  Teresa  Mnraro,  has 
said  that  its  sense  of  inti- 
macy — the  Fenice  seated 
only  900  — was  unlike  any 
other  theatre  in  the  world. 

Singers  firom  Maria  Cal- 
]as  down  have  always  par- 
ticularly appreciated  the 
Fenice’s  gloirtng  acoustics, 
derived  from  an  all-wooden 
interior  which  was  the 
theatre's  glory  but  which 
fuelled  its  latest 
IncineratloD. 


O 


“If  we  cannot  save  Stonehenge  fft>m  the  Department 
of  TV^nsport,  then  nothing  is  safe.  It  is  a symbol  of 
British  heritage  and  we  would  be  letting  down  our 
predecessors  who  fought  so  hard  to  buy  the  land.” 

Paul  Brown  talks  to  the  new  boss  of  the  National  Trust 
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Jeweller  guilty 
of  gold  Vat  plot 

A JEWELLER  said  to  have  been  involv^  in  a £20  million  gold 
smuggling  operation  vlfli  a woman  police  constable  was  yester- 
day fbund  guilty  of  conspiring  to  evade  VAT  on  Qie  importation 
ofbuUiOD. 

Surrinder  Eumar,  described  as  a “prolific  courier"  durii^ 
the  18-inoDth  i«ng  comraira^.  helped  bis  fugitive  brother  make 
milUons  finm  the  fraud.  Knlghtsbridge  crovm  court  was  told. 

The  32'yea]>old  businessman,  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  West  Midr 
lands,  £aces  up  to  seven  years  in  jail 

The  jury  resumes  deliberations  today  on  probationary  police 
officer  Lucie  Gilmore,  25. 


Eggar  to  quit  as  MP 

TBE  energy  minister,  Tim  Eggar,  announced  yesterday  that  he 
will  not  be  fighting  fte  next  general  election,  the  S2nd  Conservar 
tive  MP  and  second  minister  to  do  so.  Mr  Eg^.  44,  MP  fbr  Enfield 
l^bflh  with  a majority  of  9;43a  insisted  the  decision  waspurdy  a 
career  move  and  had  no  political  implications. 

“I  lunre  done  17  years  as  an  MP,  II  of  which  have  been  as  a 
minister.”  He  wanted  to  seek ‘‘firesh  chaOenges  and  <ggKUl3UUties 
back  intoprivate  sectw^*.  Transport  Tnlutster  Steven  Norris  is 

alsoleaving. 

Labour^  deputy  leader,  John  Prescott,  accused  ^ Eggar  m 
“jumping  ho  ic  jwigbari**.  claiming  hisderisiflnvraa  reaUsa- 

don  tiiat  he  has  no  diaoce  of  winning  the  seat,  the  140th  most 
marginal  in  the  coun^.  — RdsKcaSmUhers 


The  CNianfian 
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Newbury  camp  removed 

Highways  Agent?  yesterday  removed  the  first  jarotest  camp 
from  the  route  cf  the  Newbifry  bypass. 

Inhabitants  of  die  Grotan  camp  Sed  up  trees  as  security  guards 
fUemantloH  a Targo  hondor  and  nnnfififlgted  the  contents. 

Friends  of  the  Earth  accused  the  Hi^ways  Ag»K?  cf  sanction- 
ing ill^al  activity.  But  a Highways  Agency  spokesman  said  that 
thefr  lawyers  h^  toM  them  they  were  allowed  to  remove  “unoc- 
cupleddweUlngs’’&tnntherouteQftbepropQsedA34bypass.  — 

Aha  Bellos 


Murder  case  boy  remanded 

A 16- YEAR-OLD  boy  was  remanded  in  custody  yestenlay  charged 
with  Ihemurdernfpeaaiona-nniiglagH'nlTnaTi,*^  HierpHrod 
nurse  found  dying  in  the  front  room  of  his  home  in  Camborne, 
Cornwall  last  weekend. 

The  youtii,  who  was  arrested  on  Monday  night  was  r^nanded 
in  custody  until  February  7 by  Gambotne  yoi^  court 
Twol4-y8ar-<Mboysw8restillbeingquedjoQedlast&i^it  — 
Cei^freyOidbs 


Whales’  burial  delayed 

COFnRACTORS  diqiosnig  of  six  vdiales  which  died  afim:  becom- 
ing Stranded  on  a North  Sea  beadb  ran  into  problems  yestmday 
when  water  started  to  fill  the  burial  pits  for  tile  2Sft  10  tonne 
mammals  at  Cniden  Bay.  nearPeteihead  in  Grampiaa 
Dmiald  Raymond,  of  Banffand  Buchan  district  council's  envi- 
ronmental healtii  department  said  that  they  were  thlnkii^ 
diggii^  fresh  graves.  The  mammals  were  discovered  on  Sunday. 


BMA  backs  ‘leak’  curb 

THE  British  Medical  Association  yesterday  backed  a bin  to  bring 
in  l^al  penalties  for  health  staff  who  leak  conffdential  infiarma- 
tion  about  patients. 

Lord  Walton  cfDetchant  former  pmident  of  the  BMA  and  the 
General  Met^al  Council,  is  introducing  a bin  in  tbe  Lords  to 
make  it  a statutory  <tfEenoe  to  disclose  health  Infruiziation  without 
die  consent  of  the  patient  exo^  when  pubUcsafety  is  thnsat- 
ened.  — OirisH&iUl 


Women’s  ‘£1  m damage’  to  jet 

THRES  wmnen  protesters  caused  dam^  of  arouiid  £I  minion  to 
aHawkjettraineraftorlueaklngintoaBrltishAexospacemiti- 
tary  aircraft  frctmy.  a court  heard  yesterday. 

Joanna  Wilsom  SZ.  Aodrea  Needham.  30,  and  En^  Sronlid,  27. 
were  fbund  by  a security  guard  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the  dama^ 
aiixraft  in  a hangar  at  Warton,  Lancashire.  Lytham  magistrates 
were  told.  Hammers  arid  other  instrumeiits  had  been  to 

dama^  the  trainer  jet,  the  court  was  told.  The  three  were  charged 
witit  darnaging  the  aircraft  and  entering  the  factory  with  intent  to 
cause  damage. 

A|i|EdicationsforbaUwerer^iised,aiidti]iewanienwere  

temaiKled  in  custody  until  tomorrow.  Repeating  restrictions  were 
lifted 


Firms  warned  on  RSI 

COMPANIES  must  take  prev^tion  ofrep^itive  Strain  injury 
fRSI)  more  seriously  after  a record  £82.000  payout  to  a farmer 
Inland  Revenue  typist,  an  expert  said  yesterday. 

Kathleen  Tbvey.  48,  from  Redditdu  Worcesterdure,  retired  on 
medi^  grounds  two  years  ago  and  Is  now  30  per  cent  disabled 
because  of  the  mjury.  Her  solicitor  Ridiaid  Langton  said  the 
awardprovedtheconditlonwasgenumefbUowingreceDt^)ecu- 
laticn  cashing  dambt  on  the  existence  of  RSL 

Con^ting  ergonomics  expert  Craig  Siinmons  said  he  believed 
businesses  wc^  itowhave  to  lake  RSIprevention  mc»«  seri- 
ously. ' ‘Employers  will  spend  many  hundreds  of  pounds  upgrad- 
ing an  indh^ual's  computer  terminal  to  improve  productivity 
but  b^  at  spending  just  a fraetkm  of  that  on  tile  human  side." 


Student  on  murder  charge 

DETECTIVES  last  night  charged  a 19-year-old  college  student 
witii  tite  rigie  and  murdiff  of  sdxx)Igiil  Claire  Hood  more  than  a 
year  ago. 

The  man  will  appear  b^ixe  Cardiff  magistrates  court  today. 
Oaire,  Ift  lived  on  the  city's  St  MeUoos  housing  estate.  Her  body 
was  fmmd  Ky  a paeait^g  rynUfit  in  rj»ftv.Cbbb  wQOdS  on  JaimarV  19 
lastyear. 


TV  role  for  Hurd 

FOEIMER  fareign  secretary  Dou^as  Htird  is  to  turn  televisicNi 
presenter  far  a four-part  Bi^  documentary  series  examining 
attempts  over  the  last  two  centuries  to  secure  world  peace. 

'Ihe  Search  far  Peace  win  trace  attempts  to  create  a new  world 
orderaftertheNapolecaiicwarsandthetwoworldwars.  — 

' Andrew  Cuif 


Thehouse  on.  the  seafront  in  Sanderland  where  the  body  of  David  WnTi^ftn  was  fonnd,  and  (right)  the  allotments  where  David  (Jrieffs  body  was  discovered  main  photograph:  tom  hnw 

Man  ‘killed  youths  to  keep  gay  secret’ 


Crimes  were  undetected  at  first 
because  method  of  strangling 
left  no  marks  on  bodies,  says  QC 


Martin  Wabiwright 


SAOISIil  and  faar  of 
revealing  his  homo- 
sexnslity.  prompted  a 
man  to  murder  three 
yocitiis  and  attempt  to  bum 
their  bodies,  a court  heard 
ye^rday. 

Steven  Grieveson,  aged  as 
and  unemployed.  initiaUy  got 
away  with  the  killings.  Le^ 
crown  court  was  told,  because 
his  method  of  stranding  left 
no  obvious  marks  on  his 

John  Milfoid  Q.C,  prosecut- 
tn&  said  that  police  suspicion 
about  the  HaathA,  In  a three- 
month  in  Sunderland, 
Tyne  and  Wear,  led  to  a fresh 
pTflmtnstinn  by  two  of  Brit- 
ain’s most  emlaent  patiiolo- 
gists.  Painstaking  forensic 
work  tiien  linked  Grieveson, 
who  denies  the  murders,  to 


the  deaths  of  Thomas  Kelly, 
18,  David  WawArtn  ATtH 
David  Grleff.  both  15,  who 
had  all  attended  the  sante 
comprehensive  school  in  the 
city. 

Ihe  youths’  bodies  were 
fbund  in  two  bunied-out  allot- 
ment huts  and  an  empty  ter- 
race bouse  on  the  dHy*s  sea- 
front, which  had  also  been  set 
abla^  in  the  winter  of  19^ 
94.  Police  were  suspicious.  i 
but  post-mortems  failed  to  es- 
tabUd^  the  causes  of  death 
and  patholo^sts  “wm  not 
driven  to  conclude  that  three 
homicides  had  occurred".  i 

Grieveson  was  interviewed 
after  the  deaths,  wtakh  were 
initially  associated  with  drug 
abuse,  but  the  investigation  , 
which  linked  him  to  the' 
crimes  began  seven  months ' 
later. 

The  pathologists  had 
remained  "ooiicmied  about ; 


Nigerians  can 
stay  as  tribunal 
defies  Howard 


Erlend  Clouslon 


m LAWYER  yesterday  de- 
manded  that  the  Home 
reassess  its  view 
of  Nigeria’s  militaiy  r^hne 
after  an  immigratiim  trlbonal 
allowed  two  appeals  against 
deportation  in  ddlance  of 
government  advice. 

Paul  Soils,  of  the  Scottish 
Refugee  Council,  which  repre- 
sented the  two  Edloburgh- 
asylum-seekers,  said: 
“’Hus  shows  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  got  it  wrong  about 
Nigeria;  in  fact  after  fact,  the 
adjudicator  found  against  the 
Home  Office  brl^ng  paper." 

Appearing  to  undermine 
the  crackdown  by  Michael 
Howard,  the  Home  Secretary, 
on  all^edly  bogus  asylum- 
seekers,  the  Gla^ow  tribunal 
granted  Akinyemi  Adegbc^, 
a 36-year-old  lecturer,  refogee 
status  despite  a reemd  which 
included  a false  passport,  a 
false  marriage  and  social  se- 
curity i^ud. 

The  tribunal  also  threw  out 
government  r-iairng  that  rela- 
tives of  pro-democracy  activ- 
ists face  no  danger  in  N^ria. 
Giving  Mr  Adegb<^'s  legiti- 
mate wife  pennissiw  to  stay, 
the  adjudicator  ruled  that  it 
was  a "reasonable  likelihood’’ 
that  sbe  would  be  persecuted 
by  the  police,  who  had  al- 
ready killed  her  father-in-law. 


The  tribunal’s  findings  will 
I be  eagerly  studied  by  the  esti- 
mated 40.000  asylum-seekers 
in  tile  United  Khigdom.  The>’ 
Trill  be  particularly  interested 
tn  tile  adjudicator's  accep- 
tance tbat  fear  of  being 
returned  to  unfriendly 
regimes  can  drive  refugees 
into  acts  of  deception  which 
^uldnot  be  allowed  to  dam- 
age  their  claim  to  asyliaa. 

In  the  case  of  Mr  Adegboye. 
who  spent  two  years  as  a co- 
vert Ihik  between  opposition 
parties  and  prodemocracy  el- 
ements in  the  regime  of  (Sen- 
era!  Babangida.  the  adjudica- 
tor found  that  his  delayed 
anillGation  for  asylum  and 
previous  subterfuges  were 
linked  to  a legitimate  dread  of 
being  deport^  Last  summer 
Mr  Adegboye  served  three 
months  in  prison  for  possess- 
ing a false  passport 

Despite  the  ferocious 
regime  of  Sani  Abacha,  which 
last  month  executed  nine 
Ogoni  activists  including  Ken 
Saro-Wiwa,  Britain  has  only 
sanctioned  live  out  of  tiie  last 
9.000  asylum  applications 
from  Nigerians. 

Mr  A^boye  was  helped  by 
the  testimony  of  Edward 
Abimbola,  based  in  London, 
who  confirmed  that  Chief 
Timothy  Adegboye.  the  appel- 
lant's father,  had  been  beaten 
to  death  by  Nigerian  potice- 
men  searching  for  his  s<m. 


Thomas  Kelly:  ineeting 
with  Grieveson' 

the  true  cause  of  death  and 
that  it  had  not  been  truly  as- 
certained". They  held  a meet- 
ing with  Detective  Superin- 
tendent Dave  Wilson  who 
was  Wdhig  the  investigation, 
and  second  pathological  opin- 
ions were  commisstoned. 

These  established  tbat  a 
scarf,  a strip  of  material,  and 


David  Hansom  fingerprint 
cine  at  house 

a belt  bad  been  used  to 
Strang  tiie  youtiis.  so  rap- 
idly that  no  signs  of  injuiy 
were  left  on  their  oedcs.  'The 
sdmilarities  between  the  cases 
were  so  striking  tbat  It  was 
concluded  that  they  must 
have  been  the  work  of  one 
maiL*' 

Grieveson  was  linked  to  all 


David  Grieffi  DNA  test 
‘provided  link’ 

tiiree  vtctims  by  circumstan- 
tial evidence:  a known  meet- 
ing with  Kelly  and  Grieff  a 
faw  hours  before  their  deaths. 
anrt  a fingerpriot  on  a win- 
dow in  the  bumed-out  house 
where  Hanson’s  body  was 
found.  His  DNA  profile  also 
that  of  semen  found 
in  Gri^s  body  — evidence 


which  caused  Grieveson  to 
I “lose  his  composure  and  be- 
CCTPft  fii^ty  witti  his  eyes  be- 
! ginning  to  fill  with  tra”. 

I Mr  Milford  said  that  in  the 
' spring  of  1994  Grieveson  al- 
leged told  a prison  cellmate 
that  he  bad  kill^  someone 
. and  set  fire  to  the  body  after 
I having  sex  with  him. 

There  was  no  evidence  that 
Grieff  was  a practising  or  la- 
tent homosexual  He  had  been 
lured  to  tile  aUotments  by  a 
promise  of  cannabis  and  then 
forced  to  perform  a sex  act 
Grievson  had  kiQed  the 
youth  and  tiie  others,  be- 
cause he  had  revealed  his  sex- 
ual nature  to  them  and  did 
not  want  anyone  else  to  know. 
He  had  also  epjoyed  the  pro- 
cess oC  murder  aiM)  attempt- 
ing to  destroy  bodies. 

Grieveson  had  explained 
his  traces  at  the  burned  ter- 
race house  by  claimtog  to 
have  burned  it  with  a com- 
panion. The  victims’  parents, 
Tommy  and  Judy  Kelly.  J(fan 
and  Sheiia  Hanaon,  and  Janet 
Grieff  and  her  partner  Ray 
GiUston,  were  at  the  hearing. 
The  case  continues  today 


Vice-chancellors  angered  by  PM’s 
claim  of  ‘no  excuse’  for  student  levy 


John  Carvel 
Eduealion  Edteor 

UNIVERSITY  vicechan- 
cellors angered  ^ 
J<^  Major’s  claim  in 
the  Commons  yestenlay  that 
increases  in  government 
funding  1s£t  thm  no  excuse 
for  charglzig  undeigraduates 
a £300  regis^tioD  levy.  | 
I The  Prime  Minister  said: 

I "They  certamly  cannot  com- 
I plain  about  how  they  have  i 
I been  treated  by  the  Govern- 
ment Between  19K/90  and 
1994/95,  university  funding 
rose  by  23  per  cent  over  and 
' above  inflation.  I hope  tiie 
vice-chancellors  will  recall 
that  as  ti»y  consider  their 
future  policy." 

The  vice-chanoellors  had  no 
quarrel  with  Mr  Major's 
facts,  but  thought  he  gave  a 
misleading  Impression  by  not 
pointing  out  that  universities 
increased  student  numbers  — 
under  instruction  from  tiie 
Government  — by  45  per  emt 
orer  the  same  period. 

The  Committee  of  Vice- 
Chancellors  and  Principals 
said:  "The  real  issue  is  tbat 
the  resourees  ftn-  teaching 
each  stu<teot  have  fallen  by  25 
per  cent  since  1^/90  because 
of  the  massive  increase  in  stu- 
dent numbers.  Universities 
welcome  that  increase  in  ac- 
ce»,  but  will  not  deliver  the 
second  class  tuition  which 
would  result  from  the 
planned  cuts." 

The  proposal  for  the  levy 


Government  funding  for  higher  education  students 
in  En^nd  £s  per  student  at  190Sf96  prices 

Maintenance  (kant  r I 
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was  announced  by  the  com- 1 
mlttee's  executive  on  Monday  i 
in  an  attempt  to  pressure  the  ' 
Government  to  reverse  a fur- 
ther 13  per  cent  cut  in  their 
income  per  student  over  the  I 
next  three  >‘ears.  If  the  104  j 
vice-chancellors  support  the  I 
plan  on  Friday,  the  levy  will  | 
affect  the  140,000  degree 
course  freshers  in  the  1997  ac- 
ademic year  wbo  do  not  qu^- 
ify  for  full  maintenance 
grants.  I 

Ministers  would  be  told  the 
charge  would  be  lifted  only  if 
funding  cuts  were  reverb 
and  commitmeots  made  for 
prdper  long  term  funding.  I 

Mr  Major  was  replying  to  i 
Robert  Jackson,  a former  I 


Tory  education  minister,  who 
urged  him  to  confirm  tbat 
uoiverslties  were  in  law  pri- 
vate bodies  and  their  finan- 
cial relations  with  their  stu- 
dents were  for  them  to 
determine  — and  that  the 
(jovernmem  had  no  intention 
of  nationalising  unlversiti^. 

However,  the  Department 
for  Education  and  Employ- 
ment said  the  taxpa>*er  is  pro- 
viding more  than  £7  billion  a 
year  to  support  higher  educa- 
tion, including  student  grants 
and  loans.  It  "saw  no  need" 
for  the  action  proposed. 

The  department  said:  "With 
constraints  on  public  fund- 
ing, tbe  (government  has  en- 
couraged universities  to  seek 


I farther  private  finance  in 
' support  (ff  capital  funding.'' 

Committee  officials  said 
there  was  strong  support 
among  vice-chancellors  for 
the  le^,  but  it  would  not  go 
ahead  unless  there  was  a ^i- 
I sive  majority. 

I Frank  Gould,  vle^riiancel- 
I lor  of  the  University  of  East 
I London,  said  he  would  vote 
against  "Underfunding  is  a 
I r^  problem  for  universities, 
but  the  burden  of  firuiing  the 
I extra  money  should  not  be 
' shif^  to  students." 

Mick  Harrison,  vice-chan- 
cellor of  Wolverbampton  uni- 
versity. said  the  levy 
I amounted  to  an  attack  on  stu- 
dents. ''Hie  idea  of  even  more 
fees  nms  contrary  to*  our  pol- 
icy of  access  to  university  for 
I all  sections  of  the  community  " 
I Sir  Derek  Fraser,  vice  dian- 
cellor  of  Teesside  university 
Middlesbrough,  said:  "There 
could  easily  be  a 10  per  cent 
' drop  in  student  numbers  on 
I the  basis  oftop-up fees." 

TTie  National  Union  of  Stu- 
dents said:  "Funding  levels 
have  reached  crisis  point,  but 
we  don’t  think  the  solution  is 
' to  go  to  the  students  and  ask 
for  cash  they  simply  don’t 
have."  A £300  levy  would  be  a 
large  sum  to  pay  from  a grant 
worth  only  £i,7io  next  year. 

The  Association  of  Univer- 
sity Teachers  said  the  levy 
was  "a  temporary,  .panic  mea- 
sure which  was  likely  to 
cause  hardship  to  many  and 
increase  stiU  further  the  num- 
ber of  students  dropping  out 


Staike 

{x>iice 


.-w : lefff 


A Special  Announcement 

A Week  on  the  Nfle  - 7 ni^ts  from  £395 


Travellers  art  flooding  back  to 

Egypt  but  prices  have  not  wt  caught 
upwithdemancLEartiertnisyearwe 
secured  some  extraordinarily  low 
prices  fora  superior  product  and  W6 
can  therefore  continue  to  offer 
cruises  on  the  flrst-dass  MS  Ra  Nile 
cruiser.  The  tour  represents  excel- 
lentvalue  for  money  since  the  tariff 
includesall  meals,  transfers,  guides 
and  excursions. 

The  journey  commences  with  a di- 
rect fli^t  fr^  Gahrick  to  Aswan  to 
jointheMSRa.Ourweek-tongcrube 
will  include  visits  to  the  Temple  of 
Eilfu.  Esna.  the  Tempte  of  Komak. 
the  Vbllwofthe  Kings,  theTemple  of 
Queen  HatdKpsutUnrv.KomOni^ 
and  the  Aswan  High  Dam. 

THEHSRA 

The  MS  Ra  a large  Nile  cruiser 
purpose  hiiilt  in  Britain  occoinmu- 
iLiling  up  to  ISii  passengers.  F;iaii- 
ties  on  biiarJ  Include  a restaiirani. 
hiiiiige.  tor.  sun  deckui 1 1 1 svvi n II  iiing 


Cruise  between  Aswan  find  Luxor  on  bosid  the  MS  Rs 


pool.  Jacuzzi.  All  cabins  are  air  enn- 
ditjontoandhawprn^bathitMma 
Pbra  true  escape  with  that  magical 
combination  nf  culture  and  relaxa- 
tinn  this  is  surclyan  opportunity  that 
should  not  he  missed. 

DEPARTURE 
DATES  & PRICES 

IH*H‘i.''‘l,indiiV.'<  - piTpfTSiininlHin 
Ki'hriiiia'.i.  lU  C1.*^5 


March  11. 18.25£i50 
April  15.22.29JC430 
Kay6,13.30.27£43n 
June3.10. 17.24£195 
ju!yI.A.15i22.29£195 
AU|kist.‘i.12.19.26£43n 
$epemher2.9. 16.23..3o£i5n 
<\Uiher7.14."1.2f‘JW8.‘; 
Nmvmher  4. 1 1.  ].s,2.’tJ:4lifi 
iK-a'inhei 


Decemberl6f395 
December23.30^95 
Sappiemeiiti-perperam 
Single  cabin  £150 
Middle  deck  £45 
Upperdeck£95 
AbuSinM(byroadlJte9 

Prise  fadaiM;  rctwn  Vr  IraK  I , MfUter  V 7 
nWbU  on  Uw  lb.  full  boanL  micurwra.  vt|. 
IrBWfwMoialwiwsiaiiatwiM  IMindndBe 
mwl  insunnce.  wta  (can  bv  oMun«d  hr  Uw 

AlrrisMJnnVtctlediujeK. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJULESVERNE 

21  Dorset  Sauore 
LoncJonf'IVVl  60G 
Tns-dl'mnHiiimljJ. 

iTur  «4Ticrc»,'<i(wn  k,r  l«li.'|ihtne 
,r«n'alhiihH‘,«t>iLn‘»lbnUiiT|iin  anl.il 

uvtfl«TCh*i4nil'>^pin.Ktii  iT>vnwls,illi:n, 


Leaders  rule  out  confrontation 


Major  committed  to  Dublin  role 
in  Northern  Ireland  settlement 


: Patrick  Wbitour 
I and  David  Sharroefc 

JOHN  Major  and  the 
SDLP  leader  John  Hume 
yesterday  appeared  to 
j draw  back  from  confrontation 
' over  the  Northern  Ireland 
peace  process  after  a 90  min- 
ute meeting  from  which  botii 
emerged  to  say  they  were 
committed  to  a comprehen- 
sive negotiated  settlement. 

The  SDLP  sees  the  phrase, 
agreed  with  Downing  Street, 
as  a clear  indication  that  Mr 
Major  will  not  allow  his  plan 
for  elections  to  lead  to  an  in- 
ternal settlement  from  which 
Dublin  would  be  excluded. 

Mr  Majoi’  had  called  the 


meeting  with  Mr  Hume  after 
the  nationalist  leader  had  last 
wedt  rejected  the  Prime  Min- 
ister's decision  to  call  for  an 
elected  body  as  a route  to  all- 
party talks.  Both  SDLP  and 
Sinn  Fein  see  the  elections  as 
likely  to  delay  the  planned 
Febniary  deadline  fm*  talks. 
They  also  fear  that  an  elected 
bo^  would  be  controlled  by  a 
Unionist  i^orily  and  ex- 
clude Dublin  from  negotiat- 
ing a settlement. 

Mr  Hume  said  later  there 
was  ’‘a  process  under ' way 
which  we  will  pursue  with 
the  Prime  Minister."  He  in- 
sisted that  the  February  dead- 
line for  the  start  of  all-party 
talks  had  not  been  ditched  by 
the  SDLP.  The  Unionists  have 


I reused  to  join  talks  with  Sinn 
Fein  until  the  IRA  starts  de- 
commissioning arms. 

Although  Mr  Hume  con- 
ceded tiiat  neither  side  had 
abandoned  tts  previous  posi- 
tion, the  tone  of  his  remarks 
I suggested  the  SDLP  felt  the 
I election  propo^  could 
be  adapted. 

Earlier,  tiie  Northern  Ire- 
land Secretary,  Sir  Patrick 
I Mayhew,  had  also  strugeded 
' to  reassure  tiie  Sinn  f^in 
president  Gerry  Adams,  over 
I the  election  plan, 
j Sir  Patrick  insisted  after- 
I wards  that  naticmallsts  were 
wroi«  to  fear  the  return  of  a ! 
I Unionist-controlled  assembly 
administering  Northern  Ire- 
land. "I  wanted  to  waW  it 
clear  that  was  quite  Qie  oppo- 1 
site  of  what  the  Govomnent ' 
intended  and  envisaged,"  Sir 
Patrick  said.  The  Govern- 
ment was  talking  about  "eleo-' 


tioiK  to  talks  process.  We 

^1?  “ assembly 

with  legislative  powers,  ad- 
mmistrative  powers  or  execu- 
would 

be  elected  having  passed  an 

electoral  test  of  commitment 
toai  peaceful  democratic 

process.  • - 

‘‘At  the  end  certainly  the 

J^“«lJbethe£StmeaS 

by  which  an  agreement, 

tlieh  hopefully 
wouU  have  been  fea<W 
wuld  be  tested  out  for 
apread  acceptability’'  That 

w«amatoftrpoUticians 

Mr  Adams  said  he 

J™^oropsedtoeiecti(5?. 

out  Sum  Fein  might  stand 

and  then  boycott 

He  called  on  the  gS^ 

ment  to  seaside  ah  pJSS 

eet  into 

faDm  by  the  end  of  EteSuSyT 
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Former  Beatie  unveils  performing  arts  institute  at  his  old  school,  writes  David  Ward 


court  order 
on  children 


Beatrix  Campbell 
and  Sarah  Beseley 


AnrOMAN  who  is  in 
hiding  because  of 
death  threats  lh>m 
her  nolent  former 
husband  could  be  jailed  today 
for  refusing  to  comply  with 
an  order  to  allow  him  contact 
with  their  children. 

Ms  X.  as  she  prefers  to  be 
known,  may  be  held  in  con- 
tempt of  court  o%’er  the  order 
made  in  Newcastle  in  Dum- 
ber by  Judge  Crawford. 
Today’s  hearing  is  in  front  of 
the  same  circuit  jud^  in 
Durham. 

Her  ex-tausband  was 
released  from  prison  late  Inst 
year  afler  sening  four  >’ears  of 
0 suc-^ear  sentence  for  raping 
and  buggering  her.  following 
their  divorce.  He  beat  her  dur- 
ing their  marriage  and  threat- 
ened her  with  guns. 

He  is  subject  lo  a rescaining 
order  preventing  him  from  go- 
ing within  sOb  >*ards  of  his  for- 
mer wife,  but  he  has  visited 
her  previous  address  and 
social  services  offices  looking 
for  her  since  his  releaW. 

Ms  X has  refused  to  give  the 
man’s  lan-yers  the  address  of 
the  children,  two  bo>*s  aged 
nine  and  seven,  who  live  with 
her.  She  is  afraid  that  if  she 
allows  her  fbimer  husband  to 
talk  to  the  boys,  even  in  the 
presence  at  two  poUce  oflQcers 
and  a court  welfare  ofQcer  as 
the  order  requires,  he  wUI  get 
clues  to  her  whereabouts  or 
movements,  such  as  the  name 
of  the  boys'  school 
Women's  groups  and  those 
involved  with  women's  refliges 
and  rape  crisis  centres  in  the 
North-east  have  offered  sup- 
port to  a growing  campaign  In 
defence  of  Ms  X’s'stahd.  Sally 


Young,  chairwoman  of  New- 
castle Women's  Issues  working 
group,  was  concerned  tlut  the 
case  highlighted  a legal  locqy 
hole,  which  might  allow  vio- 
lent men  to  track  down  the 
wives  they  battered. 

Helena  Kennedy,  QC.  said: 
"Women  develop  ,'intennne 
about  the  viedent  men  th^'re 
dealing  with.  They  know  when 
they  and  their  children  are  in 
danger.  Wc  have  to  listen  to 
diem." 

Joanne  Wilkins,  a friend  of 
Ms  X who  is  c&onUnating  the 
campaign.  Is  trying  to  set  up  a 
support  Amd,  since  legal  aid  Is 
about  to  run  out.  She  said:  “In 
court  she  will  be  in  contempt 
They  will  ask.  her  for  her 
address,  and  she  will  say  no 
Last  time  somebody  left  h on  a 
legal  document  and  her  ex-hus- 
band came  to  find  her." 

Although  Ms  X ha.*i  remar- 
ried and  has  a two-yonr-old 
child  by  her  new  husbwd.  the 
former  husband  refuses  to  give 
up  his  claim  to  her,  said  Ms 
Wilkins.  "Me  sent  tapes  and 
letters  every  day  fknm  prison 
As  Cir  as  he  is  concerned,  she 
is  his  property  to  do  with  ns  he 
wilL"' 

Ms  X said  she  had  not  tried 
to  cut  her  former  husband  out 
of  her  children’s  lives.  ‘Tm  not 
a mother  who  is  saying  the 
children  are  not  allowed  to 
talk  about  their  father.  I've 
kept  photographs  of  him  and 
cuttings  of  the  stories  that  ap- 
peared in  the  newspap^  fbr 
them  to  ponder  over  when 
they're  old^." 

She  agreed  to  his  demands  to 
see  the  riiiJdren  while  he  was 
in  prison.  But  when  he  discov- 
ert — fiw  the  children  — 
that  she  was  having  another 
baby  he  suddenly  stcgipt  the 
visits  and  returned  their 
letters. 


Stalker  ‘broke 
police  camera’ 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
police  would  not  com- 
ment last  night  on  sug- 
gestions that  a stalker  who 
raped  a woman  bad  also  tam- 
pered with  the  video  security 
equipment  provided  for  her 
by  the  police. 

The  woman  was  provided 
with  the  video  equipment 
after  the  stalker  first  attacked 
her  outside  her  house  near 
Huntingdon  on  December  17. 
after  fbUow'lng  her  for  several 
months.  He  then  returned  and 
rapi^  her  on  January  17.  the 
second  attack  took  place  over 
two  hours. 

"When  [the  December] 
attack  was  reported,"  a police 
spokesman  said,  "a  camera 
was  installed  at  her  home  as 
part  of  a package.  Ihe  mea- 
sures met  with  her 
agreement." 

Cambridgeshire  police  said 
on  Monday  that  they  were 
"comfortable"  about  the  secu- 
rity arrangements,  but  they 


have  since  been  heavily  criti- 
cised by  women's  groups  for 
fkUlng  to  provide  ad^uate 
protection. 

After  the  publication  of  an 
artist's  impression  and  a de- 
tailed description  of  the  at 
tariter.  nearly  100  pwple  con- 
tacted Cambridgediire  police 
yesterday.  A spokeswoman 
said  some  of  the  calls  sug- 
gested who  the  man  might  he. 
All  calls  would  be  fbUowed 
up. 

The  woman,  who  is  in  her 
thirties  and  married  with 
children  was  first  accosted 
by  the  man  last  year.  She  con- 
tacted the  police  who  pro- 
vided her  with  the  camera 
and  various  other  security 
measures,  believed  to  include 
a panic  button. 

The  National  Anti-Stalking 
and  Harassment  campaign 
(Nash)  has  been  critical  of  the 
law,  which  it  says  gives  the 
police  Insufficient  powers  to 
act  against  stalkers  at  an 
early  stage.  Another  cam- 
paign group.  Women  Against 
Rape,  has  called  for  an  in- 
quiry into  the  case. 


with  £407,000 


Gary  Younge  on  the 
Cunard  executive 
who  took  the  blame 
— and  a lot  of  cash 

The  former  chairman  of 
Chinard.  who  resigned 
afler  he  took  responsi- 
bility for  an  ill-ftted  Christ- 
mas cruise  caused  by  a 
bungled  refit  of  the  QE2, 
received  a £407,000  pay-off 
fhmi  the  company,  it  emerged 
yesterday. 

John  Olsen  received  com- 
pensation of  £232.000  for  loss 
of  office  together  with  a 
year's  salary  of  £163,000  as 
^11  as  £12,000  in  allowances 
and  benefits,  accordmg  to  foe 
annual  report  of  Cunard  s 


John  Olsen:  qtOt  after  QE2's 
ili-faled  Christmas  voyage 


parent  company,  Trafalgar 
House. 

Mr  Olsen  quit  his  £506,000  a 
year  job  last  May  following 
foe  disas^us  cruise  In  De- 
cember 1994. 

Passengers  who  paid  up  to 
£29,000  to  travel  on  foe  liner 
were  forced  to  endure  blocked 
lavatories  and  leaking  cabins. 
Corridors  in  foe  ship  were  Ut- 
ter^ with  chicken  wire  as 
well  as  building  debris.  Other 
passengers  were  left  behind 
at  Southampton  because  their 
cabins  were  not  yet  ready. 

Their  Inconvenience  was 
-due  to  £30  million  worth  of 
incomplete  refurbishment 

Ifoe  chief  executive  of  Tra- 
falgar House  at  the  time  said 
Mr  Olsen  was  “taking  respon- 
sibility" for  the  fiasco  and 
was  being  ‘let  go"  two  weeks 
before  ms  rolling  contract 
expired. 

The  company's  offer  of 
ticket  refunds,  ftee  holidays 
and  compensation  to  all  600 
passengers  has  done  liffie  to 
quell  the  bad  publicity  that 
has  flrig^iHbd  Cunard  since 
United  States  coastguards  in- 
sist^ the  QE2  could  not  leave 
New  York  on  the  next  leg  cf 
the  cruise  until  vital  repairs 
had  been  carried  out 

Ttafolgar  House  had  been 
boi^g  to  bring  the  matter  to 
an  end  in  November  with  a 
£7.6  settlement  in  the 

US. 

But  many  British  passen- 
gers who  were  unhappy  about 
foe  terms  of  the  settlement 
lodg^  another  claim  in  a 
British  court.  They  also 
sa:^  a writ  on  (Xmard  at 
the  beginning  of  the  monfo. 


Message  from 
Macca:  All  you 
neetd  is  fame 


The  headline  ought  to 
be  McCartney  In  Trib- 
Dte  to  Queen,  but  that 
would  only  recreate  the 
confusion  momeutarily  felt 
by  the  world’s  press  yesteio 
day  at  the  inauguration  of 
Liverpool’s  £is  million 
Fame  school  of  which  he  is 
patron  — a ceremony  dis- 
ti^nished  by  the  bri^t- 
aess  of  Its  lights,  the  vol- 
ume of  its  music  and  the 
length  of  Its  speeches. 

Are  we  taiWng  royalty  or 
Ai^fUe  Mercury  here? 

fo-Beatle  Paul  plumped 
fbr  Her  Majesty,  not  least 
bmnse  she.  like  him,  has 
made  a personal  donation 
to  the  Liverpool  Institute  of 
Performing  Arts  whose 
first  200  students  are  now 
installed  in  the  sumptu- 
ously reftirbished  school  he 
and  George  Harrison  once 
attended.  The  l8-yeai>olds 
will  leaiii  everytUng  fTom 
stardom  to  being  a roadie 
during  their  three-year 
degree  course. 

“People  of  my  generation 
and  foe  genei^cms  before 
had  a great  awe  fbr  the 
Queen.”  reflected  Mr 
McCartney.  “Now  a lot  of 
that  has  been  stripped 
away.  Tliece’s  the  other  ride 
foat  people  laugh  at,  but  in 
the  Queen’s  case  I always 
foink  of  her  as  a very  sen- 
sible person.  I’m  very  glad 
that  she  is  coming  in  June 
for  our  olIBcal  opening." 

Be  diplomatically 
answered  a question  about 
students  and  drags,  quoted 
Hamlet  and  hoped  UPA 
would  reach  ont  to  students 
In  poor  areas.  He  also  pon- 
dered the  mysteries  of  ar^ 
tistie  creation. 

‘Td  love  to  try  and  talk  to 
a bunch  oi  kids  here  about 
songwriting.  But  if  1 ever 
do  that,  the  first  thing  Fll 
say  is,  Xook,  I don’t  know 


how  to  do  it.  We  are  going 
to  have  to  try  and  work  this 
out  together*.  It’s  always 
been  a mystery  for  me, 
that’s  the  fiin  of  it." 

The  formal  ceremony,  in 
a revamped  auditorium 
with  students  on  ste^,  was 
attended  by  the  great  and 
the  good  of  the  entertain- 
ment industry,  including 
George  Martin,  producer  of 
the  Beatles  albums,  who  de- 
scribed McCartney  as  a 
genius  whose  inspiration 
bad  led  to  LZPA. 

Mr  McCartney  had  been 
introduced  by  a film  featur- 
ing bis  song  Come  On 
People:  “We’ve  got  to  get  it 
ri^t  this  time,  we’ve  got  to 
raise  it  to  foe  sky." 

There  was  footage  of  the 
old  Liverpool  Institute 
grammar  school,  its  labs 
and  honour  boards  while 
angelic  boys  sang  In  Latin 
its  motto:  Not  for  ourselves 
but  for  the  whole  world 
were  we  born. 

After  the  speeches,  a 
dozen  students  sang  a stir- 
ring a cappella  number, 
reminding  parents  that 
they  can  give  their  ofi*- 
spring  life  but  not  foeir 
thonghts.  Standing  ova- 
tions followed. 

Outside  a loyal  bunch  of 
fans  waited  in  the  shadow 
of  Idverpool’s  ca- 

thedral for  their  god. 
“Being  here  means  every- 
thing to  me,"  blushed  Mon- 
ika Stache,  whose  Ei^Ush 
was  so  good  she  had  to  be 
German.  She  is  training  to 
be  an  opera  singer  in  Lon- 
don but  had  come  north  on 
an  awayday. 

‘*My  influences  have  been 
Verdi,  Mozart  and  McCart- 
ney, but  not  necessarily  in 
that  order.  Paul  has  given 
me  so  mneb  without  being 
aware  of  it  And  UPA  is  a 
wonderftil  praject*'. 


Beetle’s  degree  of  success 


McCartney  with  a inauguration  cake  model  of  the  Liverpool  Institute  for  the  Performing  Arts  photograph;  doh  mms 


By  the  time  Paul 
McCartney  was  18,  he  had; 

• A^uired  his  first  guitar 
for  £15 

• Met  John  Lennon 

• Joined  The  Quarrymen 

• Toured  Scotland 

By  the  time  he  was  21,  he 
bad: 

Become  a Beatie 


• Si^ed  up  with  Brian 
Epstein 

• Co-written  Love  Me  Do 

• Co-written  Please  Please 
Me  and  seen  it  go  to  number 
one 

• Toured  Britain  and  Ehirope 

• Seen  debut  album  go  to 
number  one  five  weeks  before 
his  21st  birthday 


Cramb  cartoons  cleared  after 
‘preposterous’  obscenity  case 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


A Crumb  cartoou  fkt>m  his  book  My  Troubles  With  Women 


iHE  work  of  Robert 
Crumb,  one  of  Ameri- 
ca’s most  celebrated  car^ 
toonists.  was  yesterday 
cleared  of  all  chaiges  of  ob- 
scenity and  passed  for  sale  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

In  a decision  welcomed  by 
comic  booksellers  and  law- 
yers, Uxbridge  magistrates  in 
west  London  ruled  foat  two 
frames  from  an  60-page  comic 
book.  My  Troubles  with 
Women,  were  not  obscene  and 
the  book  could  therefore  be 
sold  in  this  count^.  Three 
other  adult  comic  books  were 
also  cleared  for  importation. 

Costs  of  £6,000.  seen  as 
remarkably  bi^  fbr  a one- 
day  bearing,  were  awarded  to 
the  distributors  snd  import- 
ers of  foe  books.  Knockabout 
Comics  of  west  Londoa. 

’’This  is  a very  good  day  for 
underground  comics,"  said 
Tony  Bennett  of  Snockaboat 
after  foe  verdict.  "Fm  abso- 
lutely delighted.” 


Row  over  NHS  targets 


Health  body  aiming  to  remove 
patients  to  meet  time  guarantee 


DawM  BrtaicOe,  Social 
Sarvicas  Corraspowdont 


A HEALTH  authority  yes- 
terday admitted  trying 
to  remove  patients  fir)m 
hospital  waiting  lists  in  order 
to  meet  a target  of  having  no- 
body queueing  for  more  than 
12  months  ^ foe  end  of 
March. 

Leeds  health  authority  de- 
nied It  was  forcing  people  off 
foe  lists  against  their  will 
But  a local  orthopaedic  sur- 
geon claims  patients  have 
been  "removed”  ftom  his 
care.  > 

John  Cnilckshank,  a spinal 
specialist  at  Leeds  general  in- 
firmary, has  said  in  a letter  to 
patients:  "1  do  not  regard  this 
as  satisfactory,  but  I am  told 
foat  this  is  how  the  health 
service  is  to  nm." 

The  authority's  action 
reflects  pressure  on  the  NHS 
throu^ut  Enf^d  to  clear 
all  waiting  lists  longer  than  12 
months. 

Ministers  have  not  declared 
sudi  a formal  target  but  all 


the  health  regions  are  work- 
ing to  achieve  it  by  the  end  of 
March  and  all  but  one 
North  Thames  — have  said 
they  think  they  can  do  so. 

Task  forces  have  been  set 
up  in  some  areas,  extra  cash 
been  allocated  by  some 
health  regions  and  ^tients 
are  cooimoiily  being  sent  to 
private  hospitals  for  their 
operations. 

Mr  Cruickshank  says  In  his 
letter  to  one  patient  foat  be 
had  her  name  pencilled  in  for 
an  operation  within  eight 
weeks.  "1  have  now  been  in- 
formed  that,  for  administra- 
tive reasons,  Leeds  bealfo  au- 
thority have  removed  your 
care  from  me." 

Advising  the  patient  to  con- 
sult her  general  practitioner, 
he  tells  her  "I  would  empha- 
sise that  I am  very  happy  to 
continue  treating  you  if  I am 
permitted  to  and  that  I am  not 
at  all  happy  with  this 
situation." 

Geoff  Lake,  the  authority’s 
director  of  quality  perfor- 
mance. said  there  was  a need 
to  xneet  the  regional  target  of 


a maximum  12-month  wait  In 
conjunction  with  foe  United 
Leeds  Teaching  Hospitals 
trust  which  bicluded  the  gen- 
eral infirmary,  cases  were 
being  identified  where  treat- 
ment was  unlikely  before 
March  31  and  where  foe  guar- 
antee would  as  a result  be 
broken. 

In  such  cases  — “about  20- 
30  at  the  end  of  file  day" — foe 
patients  and  GPs  were  being 
approached  about  alterna- 
tives including  treatment 
elsewhere  or  dropping  off  foe 
waiting  list  for  the  time 
being. 

Patients  could  if  they 
wished  remain  on  foe  list  kfr 
Lake  insisted.  *lt  is  abso- 
lutely not  true  to  say  that  pa- 
tients have  been  remm^ 
from  consultants’  lists.” 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
United  Leeds  trust  srid  Mr 
Cruickshank  was  repressing 
a personal  view  about  pa- 
tients “removed  by  foe  healfo 
authority". 

• Seven  in  10  nurses  believe 
staffing  levels  are  too  low  to 
provide  adequate  patient  care 
and  one  in  five  says  they  are 
“dangerously"  low,  according 
to  analysis  of 400  responses  to 
a questionnaire  in  Nursing 
Stairiard  magazine. 


The  decision  came  after  a 
day-long  bearing  before  three 
lay  maristrates.  two  male  and 
one  female,  after  an  action 
brought  by  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise under  foe  1876  Customs 
Consolidation  Act 

Customs  had  claimed  that 
foe  book,  and  two  Zap  Comics 
and  the  Twisted  Sisters, 
should  not  be  sold  here. 

Knodcabout  argued  that  the 
books  were  neither  porno- 
graphic nor  obscene,  and 
were  widely  regarded  as 
works  (Xart 

Crumb  — the  creator  of  car- 
toon characters  Frits  the  Cat 
and  Mr  Natural  — was.  foe 
subject  of  a well-received 
eponymous  documentary 
film,  directed  by  Terry  Zwl- 
goa;  which  came  out  last 
year.  He  has  enjoyed  cult 
status  in  the  United  States 
and  Eun^  since  the  1960s 
and  now  lives  in  France  wifo 


his  wife  and  fellow  cartoonist 
Aline  Kominsky.  Some 
stories  in  My  Troubles  with 
Women  featim  both  Crumbs, 
each  drawing  themselves. 

Paul  Gravett,  administrator 
of  the  Cartoon  Art  Trust, 
whose  president  is  file  Duke 
of  Edinburgh,  told  the  court 
that  Crumb’s  work  was  in  the 
tradition  of  Hbgsrth  and  Row- 
landson and  fiiat  he  was  one 
of  the  most  important  car- 
toonistB  eff  the  last  25  years. 

William  Thompson,  of  the 
criminology  department  of 
Reading  university,  and  an 
expert  is  obscenity  laws,  also 
defended  Crumb’s  work,  say- 
ii^  be  used  it  in  his  lectures. 

Counsel  for  Knockabout, 
Geoffrey  Robertson  QC,  a vet- 
eran of  obscenity  trials  in- 
volving  undeij^und  litera- 
ture, said  the  action  had  been 
"preposterous”. 

After  the  verdict  Bjoock- 


about's  solicitor.  Bill  Nas^ 
said:  "It  amazes  me  tbat  in 
this  day  and  age.  art  books 
like  this  are  being  seized.  It's 
a very  good  re^t" 

Mr  Bennett  said  the  seizure 
of  the  books  had  cost  his  firm 
£35.000  to  £40,000  in  lost  p^- 
its.  He  would  not  be  suing 
Customs,  he  said,  but  hoped 
that  foe  “climate  can  now 
return  to  nonnaL  It  is  a very 
important  decision." 

My  Troubles  with  Women 
had  previously  been  sold 
without  any  problems  in  Brit- 
ain after  it  was  first  pub- 
lished here  in  1990.  A fresh 
importatum  of  the  book  in 
1996  was  seized. 

Previously  Customs  offi- 
cers had  accepted  that  the 
onmiffB  should  oot  be  classi- 


fied as  obacene,  but  last  year 
thig  policy  suddenly  changed. 

Custmns  and  Excise  had  no 
comment  last  ni^t 


C&G  Mortgage 
Rate  Change 

Notice  to  borrowers 


Under  the  terms  of  our  Mortgage  Price  Promise, 

C&G  mortgage  rates  are  being  reduced  from  1 February  1 996. 

February’s  reduction  is  0.15%  per  annum  and  applies  to  all 
C&G  variable  base  rates  except  base  rates  179, 180, 181, 182, 183 
and  184  which  already  benerit  from  lower  raxes. 

Details  of  this  change  have  been  sent  to  customers  who  require  written 
notice  under  the  terms  of  their  mortg^e. 

For  loans  in  our  Annual  Instalment  Review  scheme,  the  chai^  will  be 
reflected  in  payments  from  March  1997. 

This  rate  change  does  not  apply  to  mortgages  with  a fixed  or  capped 
interest  rate. 

Our  Mortage  Price  Promise  meanit  that  we  will  review  our  rates  again 
on  15  February  1996. 


Cheitenham&Gloucester 

Cheltenham  & Gloucester  pic  Barnett  Way  Gloucester  GL4  3RL 


vioieoce.^  to  avoid 
tion,  coercion  <m:  intefere^ 
in  die  light  of  voters  to  eser< 
cise  their  rights  to  vote".  ■ ' 
But  in  nearly  a MTth  of  the 
constitueDcies  that  win  not  be 
necessary.  Already,  47  BNP 
candidates.  Inclndlng  Begnm 
Khaleda^  hava  been  returned 
4moppaSed.  ' . . 

.inie  .22-m'onth  stand-off 
tureen  the  two-women  — eBac>. 
eciMted  by  peraonal  enmity 
between  the  -beirs  to  rival  po- 
litical traidltions — focuses  on 
the  Gonducf-of  theelections. 

The  opposition  has  de- 
manded that  Begom  Khaleda 
step  ' down  and  hand  over 
, power  to  a caretaker  adminis- 
tration, saying  the  govern- 
ment cannot  be  trusted  to 
hold  a f^  vote.  Begum  Kha- 
le^  argues  that  caretaker 
regimes  are  a relic  of  military 
: dictatorships,  whereas  her 
I government  was  elected  dem- 
I ocraticaDb''  in  1991. 


6 WORLD  NEWS 

War  of  nerves  between  Beijing  and  Tajoei  grows 


on  nuclear  tests 


Andrew  Higgins 
hi  Hong  Kong 


CHINA  stood  alone 
against  the  world 
yesterday’,  vowing  to 
press  on  with  under- 
ground nuclear  blasts  .in  deA- 
ance  of  a test  moratorium  em- 
braced by  Russia,  the  United 
States.  Britain  and.  after  sis 
tests  in  the  South  Pacific, 
France. 

Nuclear  vreapons,  once 
mocked  by  Mao  Zedong  as  a 
“paper  tiger”,  are  cherished 
by  &e  Communist  Party  lead- 
ership in  Beijing  as  a potent 
source  of  leverage  over  Tai- 
wan and  a vehicle  fbr  China’s 
superpower  ambitions. 

A fore^  ministry  state- 
ment yesterday  announcing 
China's  continued  commit- 
ment to  underground  tests  co- 
incided with  a warning  by  Li 
Pang,  the  prime  minister,  that 
Beijing  would  use  force  to 
block  any  move'  by  Taiwan 
towards  Anna!  independence. 

“There  is  only  one  China  in 
the  world  and  Taiwan  is  an 
inalienable  of  it"  Mr  Li 
told  a rally  in  the  Great  Hall 
of  the  People  overlooking 
Tiananmen  ^uare. 

The  spee^,  marking  the 
Jlrst  anniversary  of  stillborn 
reunification  proposals  by 
President  Jiang  Zemin,  was 
closely  scrutinteed  by  diplo- 
mats and  military  experts 


after  reports  that  the  E^eople's 
Liberation  Arh^  had  com- 
plete contin^Qi?  pl^  fbr 
limited  military  'action 
f^inst  Taiwan. 

China  exploded  its  first  nu- 
clear device  in  1964  in  the  de- 
sert at  Lop  Nor,  in  the&r  west 
region  of  Xinjiang.  It  argues 
that  it  should  be  aUowed-  to 
catch  up  with  more  advanced 
Western  nuclear  powers. 

Beijing  has  conducted  42 
tests,  0^7  three  fewer  than 
Britain  but  a tiny  firaction  of 
the  1,030  carried  out  by  the 
US. 

The  conventional  military 
balance  between  China  and 
Taiwan  is  considered  fairly 
even,  despite  the  mainland’s 
3 million-strong  army.  But 
China’s  possession  of  nuclear 
weapons  ^ves  it  the  edge  in 
an  escalating  war  of  nerves. 

Taiwan,  which  Beijing 
regard  as  a renegade  prov- 
ince, flirted  with  nuclear  ca- 
pability in  the  1970s  and  early 
1980s,  but  closed  a plutonium 
separation  plant  under  pres- 
sure  from  the  US. 

China  is  expected  to  carry 
out  two  or  thm  nuclear  tests 
later  this  year  in  a pro- 
gramme thou^t  to  involve 
the  developme^  of  two  new 
ballistic  missile  systems.  It 
supports  the  idea  of  a compr^ 
b^ive  test  ban,  but  says  it 
will  only  abide  by  such  a pact 
when  it  becomes  Interna- 
tional law. 


‘The  position  of  tile  Chinese 
govenunent  on  nuclear  test- 
ing is  dearcut  and  remains 
unchanged.”  said'  Chen'  Jiah, 
&e  fbrdgn  ihinistiy  'spokes- 
man.' **Chlna  has  coMucted  a* 
very  Ifmitect  number  of  nu-' 
' clear  tests  and  tiun^  will  vsi- 
tinueto'betbatway:^'  ' 

' China  bae  declinM  to'oom- 
ment  on  reports  that  it  could 
unleash  a missile  attack  on 
Taiwan,  firing  one  rocket  a 
day  fbr  30  days  after  the 
island  holds  presidential  Sec- 
tions in  March. 

This  is  Taiwan’s 'first 
chance  to  elect  a president,-  a 
reform  that  completes ' its 
tzansition  from  family  despo- 
tism to  democracy,  but 
sees  it  as  an  attanpt  to  en- 
trench a separate  political 
identity, 

Ih  a sign  oS  heiditened  ten- 
sion, China  voiced  ooncem 
yesterday  about  the  recent  pas- 
sage through  the  Taiwan  strait 
of  the  Nimitz,  a'  nuclear- 
powered  US  airctsft  carrier, 
and  Jbur  escort  ships.  It  ates 
the  first  voyage  throudt  the 
100-mile  strip  of  sea  sqEuating 
l^wan  from  -the  Twafaiflnd 
sipee  1979,  when  Washington 
set  up  an  embassy  in  Beijing 
and  scrapped  a defence  treaty 
withTalp^ 

Taiwan’s  stock  market 
plummeted  earlier  this  week 
on  predictlone  that  Mr  Li’s 
speech  would  spell  out  a time- 
table for  reunification. 


Envoy’s  home  attacked 


Suzaime  Goldenberg 
bi  New  Delhi 


Gunmen  in  the  Bangla- 
deshi capital  Dhaka 
fired  at  the  residence  of 
Britain’s  deputy  high  com- 
missioner yesterday,  an  ap- 
parent sign  that  growing  pub- 
lic frustration  before  next 
month’s  elections  could  be 
rejected  towards  foreign 
aid  donors. 

Diplomats  and  police  said  a 
guani  was  injured  in  the  early 
morning  attack,  in  which  six 
shots  were  fired  at  the  home 
of  Miss  bL  R.  McIntosh. 

The  High  Commission  said 
a live  bomb  had  later  been 
discovered  at  the  house. 

Campaigning  began  a week 
ago  for  the  February  IS  elec- 
tion. prompting  fears  of  esca- 
lating violence  after  22 
months  of  home-made  bomb 
attacks  and  protest  strikes. 


Riot  police  were  called  to  ah 
election  meeting  in  Dhaka  at 
the  weekend  after  youths 
torched  a police  vehicle  and 
threw  stones  at  pacing  ears. 

The  main  opposition  par- 
ties are  boycotting  plans  by 
the  governing  Bangladesh  Na- 
tionalist Party  (BNP)  to  hold 
elections.  The  main  chal-! 
lenger.  Sheikh  Hasina  Waxed, 
has  held  “anti-election” 'cam- 
paign meetings  and  said  her 
Awami  League  will  resist  the 
“farcical  vote". 

Sheikh  Hasina  and  her  al- 
lies have  accused  foreign  do- 
nors, particularly  the  United 
States  and  Britain,  of  prop- 
ping up  Bggurq  Khaleda  Zia's 
government  and  urged  them 
to  stop  supporting  the  elec- 
tion plan. 

On  Monday  the  US  state  de- 
partment called  on  Banglade- 
shis to  allow  free  elections.  Its 
spokesman  Nicholas  Bums 
c^ed  on  all  parties  "to  avoid 
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I IKB  highwaymen  of 
,|  • ^ 'electranic  age,  a 
L^new  breed  of  outlaws  is 
terrorising  computer 
tycoons,  mounting  snck-up 
raids,  not  for; money  but 

nucrochips.  • • ^ 

• They  have  staged,  more 
*iiow  so  hi-tech  holdup  in 
the  last  year,  ambostog 
executives  of  some  of  sui- 
oon  Valley’s  leading  com- 
puter companies. 

.ffitherto  concern  about 
computer  crime  has  centrw 
on  hackers  breaking  into 

sensititTC  corporate  and  ew 
mjljcary  syst^,  eitti^ter 
profit  or  fbr  the  sheer  tb^ 
of  playing  havoc.  Now  oI<t- 
-Baghitmed  robbery  is  taking 

over. . , 

Last  week  Panl  Beng. 
ownm:  of  Unigen  Corp,  a 
computer  component  firm 
in  Fremont.  California, 
fhced  down  two  armed  men 
who  pounced  , on  bis  car  as 
he  ■was  leaving  home  — 
apparently-  azr  attempt  -to 
valuable  technolo^. 

Mr  Heng  eluded  the  stick- 
op  artists,  driving  off  as 
hnllets  sp^  past  his  car. 
But  police  believe  he  was 
file  latest  victim  of  a Cali- 
fomia  crime  ■wave. 

T-ag»  month  another  Fre- 
mont computer  boss  was 
kidnapped  on  his  way 
home,  forced  back  to  his 
business,  and  robbed. 

The  fideves  have  turned 
violent  chidOy  becanse  of 
the  tiigh  return  on  stolen 
computer  parts.  Micro- 
processors and  memory 
rtiipR  are  most  in  demand, 
each  one  costing  hundreds 
of  dollars  but  weighing  less 

than  a penny. 

T4i«t  Thnxsday  tiie  owner 
of  Microland  Electronics  in 
■Qar>  Jose  W8S  Shotting  up 
isbop  wbmi  he  was'  am- 
bushed by  two  gunmen  who 
tied  him  yep  and  plundered 
his  supplies. 

- It  is  estimated  that  op  to 
$50  million  (£38  million) 
has  been  taken  in  stick-ups. 
but  that  is  a mere  fraction 
of  the  $8  billion  the  iudns- 
txy  loses  annually  by  theft 
and  employee  “skimming’'. 

Meanwhile  Kevin  Mit- 
nidfc.  the  master  hacker  er- 
rested  by  the  FBI  last  year, 
is  ID'  the  news  again.-  Three 
:.bo(^'  appeared  this  week 
telling  of  Mt  Mltnick’s 
battle  with  the  snper-slenfh 
Tkntomn  Shimomnra. 

A film  deal  has  already 
.^leen  signed.  ' 


Drag  lords  ‘implicate  Samper* 


Rrenk  Bajek  in  Begotd 


m.  COMMUNIQUE  believed 
be  from  the  jailed 
^^Weaders  of  the  world's 
big^st  cocaine  cartel  claims 
that  &ey  gave  President  Er- 
nesto Saioper  of  Colombia  mil- 
llons  of  doUaia  during  his  1994 
etectioQ  campaign. 

The  two-page  statement 
received  by  the  newspaper  El 
Tiempo  on  Monday  could  spur 
efferts  to  force  Mr  Samper’s 
removaL  There  are  itidica- 
tions  that  he  is  consider^  a 
deal  which  would  allow  him  to 
resign  but  avoid  prosecution. 

That  would  need  a pardon 
from  congress,  many  of  whose 
memb^,  also  acciised  of  ac- 
cepting  drug  money  from  the 
Call  cartel,  would  be  likely  to 
insist  on  being  included  in  a 
blasket  azzinesty,  said  a lead- 
ing opposition  senator, 
Eduardo  Pizano. 

Congress  was  dne  to  hold  a 
special  session  yesterday  to 
debate  the  erteis  and  accusa- 


tions against  the  president 

Mr  Samper  has  insistedthat 
he  will  leave  office  only  ‘‘witii 
my  head  held  high,  or  dead”. 
But  political  and  judicial 
sources  say  be  is  seeking  a 
way  to  step  down  while  guar- 
anteeing that  Liberal  Party 
loyalists  remain  in  power. 

He  bas  been  under  intense 
pressure  to  resign  since  last 
we^  when  his  fturmer  cam- 
paign manager,  Fernando 
Botero.  said  the  president  had 
known  all  along  drug  money 
betoed  to  put  him  in  oSSce. 

Lending  credibility  to  the 
commaniqag,  a judicial 
source  said  on  Monday  that 
the  jailed  leaders  of  the  Call 
cartel.  Miguel  and  GUberto 
Rodriguez  Orejuela,  had  of- 
fered to  cthoperate  with  prose- 
cutors  investigating  the 
president 

The  oooununlque  was  signed 
’Tbe  Extraditabtes".  the  name 
used  by  the  Medellin  cocaine 
cartel  before  its  boss,  Pablo 
Escobar,  was  killed  in  Decem- 
ber 1993. 


The  prosecutor-general’s 
offlee  said  yesterday  it  had 
not  received  tiie  letter,  and 
did  not  know  jf  it  was  authen- 
tic. El  Tiempo  believes  it  is 
auQientic. 

It  reads;  "Because  we  have 
been  threatened  with  extradi- 
tion in  order  to  keep  us  quiet 
behind  bars,  we  have  decided 
to  fellow  the  example  [of  Mr 
Botero). 

"We  want  to  help  save  the 
nation  and  all  fee  citixens 
who  are  being  deceived . . 

Colombian  law  bars  the  ex- 
tradition of  its  natimals  to 
stand  trial  abroad.  Ilie  Rodri- 
guez brothers  fear  being  pros- 
ecuted in  the  United  States, 
where  the  aufeorltles  would 
like  tiiem  jailed  for  life. 

When  he  was  arrested  in 
August,  Miguel  Rodriguez  de- 
nied tiiat  be  had  givmi  money 
to  Mr  Samper’s  campaign. 

Many  prominent  figures 
fear  for  their  lives,  i^idrte 
Pastrana,  who  narrowly  lost 
the  1994  election  to  Mr 
Samper,  was  in  Miami  on 


Monday  after  fleeing  Colom- 
bia because  of  death  threats. 

Mr  Samper’s  lawyer,  Anto- 
nio Jose  Cancino,  resigned  on 
Monday  — also  because  of 
deafetiiceats. 

On  Sund^  Fdipe  Lppez, 
the  iionner  chief  federal  pros- 
ecutor in  Cali,  was  killed  in  a 
Bc^otd  street 

If  Mr  Smnper  fells  to  secure 
a resignation  deal,  the  fedwai 
prosecutor,  Alfonso  Valdi- 
viesa  is  likely  to  ask  congress 
to  open  a new  investigation 
into  fee  president  said  the 
judicial  source. 

hi  December  a congressio- 
nal committee  said  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to  seek 
Mr  Samper's  removal,  but 
Mr  Valdlvleso  is  expected  to 
present  a stronger  case. 

'Two  former  presidents,.  Al- 
fonso Ldpez  Michelsen 
C&ar  Gaviria,  said  on  Mon- 
day that  the  case  should  go 
directly  to  the  senate. 

If  the  senate  recommends 
prosecutioa,  Mr  Samper  must 
resign.  — AP. 


Private  jet  jeopardises  aid  to  Kenya 


James  McKinley  in  Nairobi  reports  on 
warped  spending  priorities  that  benefit 
politicians  but  damage  public  interest 


WHEN  President  Daniel 
arap  Mot  of  Kenya 
flew  to  Uganda  last 
week  for  talks  wife  other  east 
African  teaders.  he  travelled 
in  a new  private  jet  bought  by 
taxpayers'  money  last  month 
for  about  £33.5  million. 

As  the  plane  took  c£T.  It 
banked  over  the  potboled 
road  from  Nairobi  to  Mom- 
basa. Kenya's  main  port. 
Some  opposition  leaders  and 
diplomats  say  the  plane  and 
the  road  illustrate  what  is 
wrong  with  tite  government's 
eomomic  priorities:  a loi^- 
staiuUng  tendency  among  pol- 
Iticiaie  to  let  personal  pres- 
ti^  outweigh  public  tnter^t 
When  Mr  Mol  bought  the 
plane,  a Dutch-made  Fokker. 
his  government  was  seeking  a 
$50  million  low  interest  loan 
from  the  World  Bank  to 
repair  the  road.  Newspapers 
revealed  the  purchase  of  fee 
plane  in  November  and  ^v- 
emment  officials  have  ar^ied 
since  then  that  fee  expense 
was  Justified  because  Mr  Mol 


had  to  take  one  of  Kenya  Air- 
way’s two  planes  out  of  sched- 
uled service  every  time  he 
travelled: 

'Ihe  plane  is  one  of  several 
expenditures  oot  listed  In  Ke- 
nya's budget  which  have  Jeop- 
ardised aid  from  the  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund,  the 
World  Bank  and  donor 
countries,  diplomats  and  offi- 
cials at  international  develop- 
m^t  banks  said. 

They  said  the  private  plane 
and  two  other  costly  projects 
were  mentioned  at  talks  this 
month  betwem  fee  govern- 
ment and  a joint  mission  from 
the  World  Bank  and  the  IMF. 
'The  two  sides  are  tryhig  to 
hammer  out  a plan  tor  eco- 
nomic reform  that  would 
allow  the  IMP  to  release  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  dollars  in 
blocked  aid. 

The  stakes  are  high  tor  Ke- 
nya. At  risk  are  million 
in  direct  aid  from  the  IMF 
and  nearly  8166  million  in 
loans  from  fee  World  Bank 
for  roads  and  other  projects 


needed  to  attract  investment 
The  talks  are  being  watched 
by  Western  countries,  includ- 
ing the  United  States,  and  sev- 
eral have  said  the  IMS's  deci- 
sion will  be  a yardstick  for 
them.  Only  a fraction  of  the 
SSOOhdlllOQ  -promited  by  .do- 
nor countries  in  November 
1994  has  been  disbursed.. be- 
cause of  fee  stalled  r»^Ha. 
tions.  diplomats  said.  Neither 
fee  IMF  nor  fee  World  Bank 
would  comment  on  fee  taika 
Sources  close  to  the  taika 


The  populatipn  is 
growing  faster 
the  ecbnpniy 
so  Kenyans  are  ' 
getting  poorer  . ; 


say  fee  main  stidcing  points 
have  been  the  'govemmeilt’s 
inability  to  stamp  out  cotuph 
tion  and  the  kind  af  'prekige 
spending.typifiedby  fee  pr^. 
ident's  new  plane. 

The  governmhzit’js  'ilso 
spending  about  $85 miUimi  to. 
build  an  international  airport 
at  Eldoret,  the  heart  of  Mr 


Moi’s  home  state  in  easte 
Kenya.  Parliament  did  not  s 

prove  the  project  tl 

money  was  tucked,  away  fai 
special  debt-service  fund 
thjs  year’s  bud^  It  was  al 
hidden  from  World  Bai 

auditors  scimtitiising-feE  bi; 

get,  until  a newspap 

reported  its  existence. 

The  govemment  says  t 
airport  is  needed  because 
an  economic  boom  in  tl 
area. 

...  Ironically,  the  ccmlroversj 
I over  the  airport  and  fee  p 

■ vate  pUme  came  to  light  as  f 
I economy  started,  to  improve. 

The  govomment  gnaj^nd 
high-rankmg  port  officials  < 

corruption  ^rges  earU 
this  monfe..Urged  by  the  IM 
it  has'  also  eliminated  impc 
UcoDces,  squeezed  the  mbn 
supply  and.  liberalised  trade 
As  a result,  interest  rat 
are  ‘dm  and  the  econon 
8^.  by  6per  cent  in  i9i 
aft^sev^  years  of  stagi] 
tion;  Inflation,  whichb 
100  per  cent  in  1993,  stayed  I 

low  7 per  cent  last  yewT 
But  local  economists  sav  f 

P<V»i]ation  is  growing  " ' 
than  fbe  eaaKmy.  - 


mcome  cs  ¥1,200,  are  g 

poorer.  — New  York  Tiir 
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News  in  brief 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


German  scam  blows  I Orchestral  symbols  clash 

MI6  agent’s  cover 


THE  COVER  ofafl8maleM16  agent  has  been  blown  In  tiia 
aftermath  oTan  operation  that  led  to  one  of  her  contacts  in 
German  Intelligence  being  suspended  for  alle^  eorniptlon. 
Rosemary  Sharpe,  who  worked  in  the  British  mission  in  Berlin, 
paid  more  than  £31,000  to  fbe  German  agent  for  **Sovmat"—- 
spy  language  for  Soviet  materiaL  Sovmat  In  this  case  was 
equipment  belonging  to  Russ  Ian  forces  In  east  Germany. 

contact,  code-named  "Ifaeschfir”,  was  one  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  BND.  Germany's  equivalent  of  MI6,  »nMdgru»a  to  buy 
Soviet  weaponry  from  disaffected  Russian  soldiers.  The  three 
are  under  investigation  after  allegations  that  they  personally 
benefited  fkom  the  <qier3tion. 

When  suspicions  were  aroused  by  another  BND  agent  who 
heard  about  the  alleged  scam,  Hasher  was  followed  last 

October  by  undercover  German  pol^  to  a meetmg  with  Ms 

Sharpe  at  a Munich  hotel  He  is  understood  to  have  oBbred  her 
the  material,  Including  documents,  forcash.  Tliethree  BND 
agents  also  allecBdly  sold  material  to  the  United  States. 

The  German  authorities  insist  that  MIB  did  no  wrong  and 
that  Ms  Sharpe  acted  in  good  fo  ito.  British  sources  say  MI6  got 
what  it  paid  for.  To  the  embarrassment  of  MI6,  Ms  Sharpe,  who 
has  since  returned  to  Britain,  was  named  in  the  latest  issue  of 
the  German  magazine  Der  Spiegel.  ~ Ridutrd  Nbrton-Taylor. 

High-security  jail  for  child 

A BOY  of  12  who  killed  a fiva-yeaixdd  boy  when  he  dropped  him 
from  the  top  of  a 14-sUxey  buUdlng  because  he  refused  to  steal 
sweets  became  the  youn^  inmate  of  an  American  hi^  security 
inrison  fiiis  wedc.  A Chicago  judge  agreed  on  Monday  to  a request 
from  the  state  of  Illinois’s  social  services  deparhnent  for  boy 

and  his  13year-oId  acconplice  to  be  transferred  to  a Juvenile 

penitentiary  because  they  were  “unrepentant”  mid  “dangerous  to 
Others'*. 

Ilie  ctmviction  of  the  two  boys — aged  10  and  1 1 reflectively 

when  the  crime  was  committed — for  the  murder  cf&ic  Morse 
triggered  a national  debate  over  how  child  murderers  should  be 
punished.  They  were  sentenced  to  remain  in  state  custody  for  at 
least  five  years  and  have  betel  held  in  a detention  cenlre  run  by 

theminoisdepartmentofchildrpnandfamilygBriH^ 

juvenile  la  w,  they  must  be  released  at  21. — /on  Yorib 

Surgeon  fuels  blood  row 

AN  ISRAELI  heart  surgeon,  adding  to  the  controversy  on  blood 
banks  discarding  donations  finm  Ethiopians  Jews,  said  he  would 
avoid  cperatlng  on  SthiopiaDs  for  tear  oTcatching  Aids.  Daimy 
Gursaidcritiescftbepalicywere‘*oixtrageousloudmouths".  “I 
gBtTyidtedmqierationg.*nigdanfigrietwimpnHqiig-Tawiafi^M,’* 
he  said  on  a tele^ion  chat  show  OD  Monday  nl^t 
As  the  row  deepened  yesterday,  Yiteh^  Navon.  a fonner 
president,  was  appointed  to  head  an  inquiry  into  the  treatment  of 
foe  angry  Ethiopian  cmnmunity.  Mr  Navon,  a Sephardic  Jew, 
was  Isnid’sfirst  {resident  of  non>Buropean  dese^  He  held 
office  from  1978 and  1983  and  won  widesixoad  respea  among  the 
country’s  diverse  communities.  —Reuier,  Jigrusalem. 

UN  tribunal  staff  beaten 

THE  United  Nations  tribunal  investigating  gteiocide  in  Rwanda 
has  protested  to  foe  authraities  in  Kigali  after  tiiree  (tf  its  investi- 
gators were  beaten  by  Rwandan  army  soldiers,  the  prosecutcar 
Richard  Goldstoie's  office  said  yesterday.  The  assault  haipened 
In  the  Rwandan  camtal  on  Mon^.  The  motive  was  undear,  bat 
it  did  not  aiqiear  to  be  directed  agEiinst  ^ tribunal  te*  its  woric.  his 
said  in  a statement 

*niie  invest^ators,  indudiDg  a female  member  of  staff;  wtee 
beaten  and  struck  wifo  rifle  butts.  While  they  were  badly  braised, 
fortunately  they  wtee  not  serioudy  injured.  ” it  said.  Honord 
Rakotomanana.  Mr  Goldstone's  deputy,  had  personally  protested 
to  the  Rwandan  authorities,  the  statemeat  said. 

The  Rwanda  tribunal  is  based  in  Arusha,  Tanzania,  but  shares 
its  chief  prosecutor  and  five  of  its  11  Judges  w^  foe  UN  tribunal 
for  formte- Yugoslavia  in  The  K^oe.-^  Reuter.  The  Hague. 


$2bn  lost  to  too  many  secrets 

THE  MOSTsecret  arm  crfUnited  States  jntelligeiKe  maintained 
sudi  intense  intBimal  security  that  ft  lost  12  billion  (£L368  billian) 
fo  various  cnotingeocyfiinds  without  even  knowmg  foe  nxmey 
had  gone;  Ckmgr^stonal  fovestigatoi'S  reported  3testerday.  The 
mnney.vfokhwasxaoslityrecoveredaEterahngeaaditbya 
special  team  of  accountants  recruited  by  the  CIA  and  given 
^lecial  security  durances,  will  be  used  to  pay  for  the  US  peace- 
keeping mission  in  Bosnia  andfor  new  B-2  bombers. 

The  Natiooal  Reconnaissance  Office  (NRO),  founded  in  1990  to 
bufld  and  run  DS  spy  satellites  wifo  an  amiiud  budget  estimated  at 
mme  than  $6  billiim  was  so  secret  Qiat  its  ezis^ice  was  denied 
until  1992.  Known  as  "Uacfejatgect^’.  because  the  spy  satdiftes 
xTeresosecretthatCongressagreedtowaive  tts  usual  supervi- 
sory rules,  the  NRO's<^)eratians  became  the  most  prodoctive  and 
reliabte  arm  ofU8  inteUigeoce. 

Each  yteu  Congress  voted  special  ftmds  for  possible  emergen- 
cies, like  the  need  to  buy  anew  satellite  when  one  was  lost  on 
laimcfoing.  Unspent  fUnds  were  squirrelled  away  in  top-secret 
accounts  by  different  NRO  offices,  each  kept  secret  fimm  one 
another,  the  NRO  steadily  lost  txadr  offoe  money. 

oyj^hiwt’haiTitalligBTieewo^fhft  affair  jg  seen  aa  an  aapfa-e. 
building  eoiQ)  by  John  Deotdi.  director  of  foe  QA.  Ebving 
lanndied1hehuntfbrfoemissingmoney,found  ft.  and  retained 
it  to  a govemmoQt  and  Congress  engaged  in  desperate  cosb 
cutting,  he  is  now  eqieoted  to  gd  his  reward  with  a for  wider 
flf^hnrity  <™»rrtie sprawling  fntft8iganreeitipim.  — Mirte 
Walter,  Washington. 


Chretien  raises  the  stakes 

CANADA’S  prime  minister,  Jean  Chretien,  has  raised  ftie  stakes 
m Qaebec’s  fte:  independence.  As  Luden  Boudbard,  the 
leading  separatist,  was  sworn  in  on  Mcwdsy  as  the  jHrovhice*s 
new  premier,  Mr  Chr€ti»i  endorsed  the  concept  of  partition.  Tf 
Canadatedivisible,  Quebec  is  divisible  too,'' he  said. '*1he  logic  of 


secession  IB  me  saws  wen-.  - . 

ft  ft  a possfoillW  federal  goveimnent  has  long  avoided 

talking  about,  because  it  argues  that  Canada  stouM  not  be  split 
UP.  But  Ottawa  is  determined  to  take  the  Initiative  in  the  battle  fte 
oi^aiiai  imlW- -AlBiough  Mr  Bouchard  dU  not  d^^  mi  Qnebec 
indepeodence  wfatei  be  was  swim  in  ^^iving  no  indication  of 
wbm  be  will  call  another  referendum — he  vdeed  his  continued 


are  apeoidej  we  are  a iiatic»L  Asdas  anatioiiim taavea 
fondamentelTi^t  to  keep  and  maintain  oar  teirftioiy.’'  he6Bid. 
“Canada  is  divisible  because  Canada  imrt  a real  country.  There 

argtwopeoi>lft.twnnaifoaaaiidtiirolexTitDriBS.*nii8oneis 

ours.” — Claire  Trevena,  Tavnto. 


chills  Dole’s  chances 


A discordant  note  sours  German  relations 
with  the  Czechs,  despite  efforts  to  forge 
new  links  Ian  Traynor  repiorts  from  Bonn 


A DISCORDANT  na- 
tionalist spat  in  the 
orchestra  pits  of 
Pr^ue  rose  to  a 
crescendo  yester- 
day when  Gerd  Albredft,  the 
only  German  ever  to  be  diitf 
conductor  of  the  Czech 
Philharmonic,  offered  his 
resignatlcm,  alleging  a cam- 
paign of  persecution,  Czech 
“diauvinim”.  and  political 
inteiference. 

Although  the  affair  centres 
on  money,  power,  and  record- 
ing contracts,  the  row  be- 
tween the  German,  and  his 
Czech  patrons  has  inevitably 
come  to  symbolise  the  sour 
state  of  relations  between  the 
two  central  European  neigh- 


bours, now  at  their  worst 
since  the  collapse  of  commu- 
nism in  1989. 

Hope  soared  then  that  the 
end  of  tile  deep  freeze  be- 
tween east  and  west  would 
allow  Bonn  and  Prague  to  put 
their  differences  behind  tiiem 
in  the  new  Europe. 

But  the  rancour  generated 
by  the  second  world  war  — 
the  Nazi  occupation  and  par- 
titim  of  ufoat  was  Czechosl^ 
vakia,  and  Czech  revenge  at 
the  «id  of  the  war  — 
proven  immune  to  years  of 
efforts  to  foi^  a common 
German-Czech  declaration. 

Two  weeks  ago  their  for- 1 
eign  ministers'  attempt  to  j 
finalise  the  statement  resolv- 1 


ing  their  conflict  •»«**<*  in 
deadlodc. 

Germany's  row  with  the 
Czedis  is  tiie  single  biggest 
unresolved  issue  deriving 
from  the  Nazi  era.  Hitler 
marched  into  Csedboslovakia 

ptiH  the 

home  to  a million  Germans. 
They  welcomed  the  Nazi  take- 
over. ^ months  later  the 
Third  Reich  occupied  the  en- 
tire country,  carving  it  into  a 
puppet  fitseist  Slovak  state 

awrt  fl  Bo>wminn  prrVMr*orwtB 

The  Czechs  took  their 
revmige  in  1945-6,  expropriat- 
ing and  expelling  np  to  3 mil- 
iy>n  Germans.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands were  killed. 

Bonn  refuses  to  agree  rep- 
aration to  Czech,  victiins  of 
Nazism  until  the  Sudeten 
German  problem  is  settled.  It 
insists  that  the  wording  used 
in  the  deriaration  must  pw- 
demn  the  "expulsion”  of  the 
Sudeten  Germans. 


Prague  accuses  tiie  Gei> 
■mntvn  of  mairing  fresb  de- 
mands, fears  a rush  of  prop- 
erty claims  by  femilles  of  the 
dispossessed,  and  laofers  to 
refer  to  the  d^penrtatians  as 
"fbreed  emigration". 

The  treatment  of  the  eoc- 
pdled  Germans  was  endorsed 
by  the  Allied  powers  at  the 
Potsdam  conference  and  or- 
dered in  decrees  by  President 
Eduard  Benes  of  Czechoslova- 
kia in  1945. 

Last  year,  when  a Sudeten 
Gteman  brou^  a test  ease  to 
redabn  femSy  pnptfQp  lost  in 
: 1945,  the  Czedt  constitutional 
court  tqitaeld  the  validity  of  tile 
Bales  decrees,  provoking  the 
outraged  Gennan  response 
that  Prague  was  condoning 
rfaar>ciiig**. 

The  result  is  anti-German 
sentiment  among  Czechs  and 
resentment  of  perceived  bul- 
lying by  Bonn. 

President  Havel  apdogised 


for  the  expulsions  In  1990,  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  his  presi- 
dency. But  he,  too,  insists  that 
the  Benes  decrees  there  can- 
not be  retroactively  res- 
because  that  could 
bring  thousands  of  Gennan 
property  claims 
His  apology  did  not  endear 
tile  presidaat  to  his  fellow 
Czechs  and  in  a snub  to  Mr 
Albrecht,  Mr  Havel  failed  to 
attend  the  orchestra's  100th 
anniversary  concert  last  year, 
j Mr  Albrecht  denounced  his 
' decision  in  an  open  letter. 

TTie  Czechs  go  to  the  polls 
in  May  and  any  concession  to 
the  Germans  would  be  a clear 
vote  loser.  The  Sudeten  Ger- 
mans fbr  their  are  a 
bl^y  vocal  lobby  inside  Ba- 
varia’s ruling  Christian 
Social  Union,  Mr  Kohl's  coali- 
tion ally.  Mr  Kohl,  defending 
a slim  Ifrseat  majority  in  par 
Tiamawt,  wary  nf  altonating  Gerd  Albzecht:  alleges 

that  support.  campaign  of  persecution 


race  amoi^R^Jublicaiis  to  secure  the  party  cars^ 


s^ongpart^UPpinteninAla^wifoSSpercemortite 
Steve  Forbes,  the  multimillionaire  political  novice,  came  . 
second^SI  per  cent.  andMrDotetMfl^folrd^^ 

17TrfT^»*  AMfirtiighthep<fflwasiiotbinding,flteVBgdytin 
AwvarpniM^inHniiharQpfiMfMiPOlls  in  the  Important  primary 

fffytoe  7r.iswCTflmpAiBaimnsPOWwftMrDotesec(mflbfthind 
MrFte:bes.—Afardrt  Walter,  Washington. 


I was  In  the  same  class  as 
Ibny  Blair  in  the  mid-sixties. 

We  were  at  a private, 

selective  prep  school, 
which  promoted  'high  fliers’ 
ahead  of  their  y^r  group. 


Police 
fail  to 
calm 
fears 

Julfan  Borger  bi  Saraluvo 


Nations  police  statical  is  any 
measure  of  tiie  world's  com- 
mitment to  a multi-ethnic 
Sarajevo,  it  is  time  to  pack 
their  bags. 

Four  days  before  Serb  si^ 
tubs  like  are  fbrmally 
hATiriPd  over  to  the  Bosnian 
government  there  were  only 
four  UN  cfficers  on  duty  in  a 
converted  restaurant  to  moni- 
tor one  of  the  most  sensitive 
districts  in  the  country. 

About  a third  of  the 
70,000population  of  Serb-held 
Sarajevo  has  already  left  and 
most  of  the  rest  are  padUng 
their  bags — fearful  or  resent- 
ful of  the  prospect  of  being 
ruled  by  Muslims  and  Croats 
as  part  of  the  Bosnian  : 
federation. 

Near  the  llidza  police  I 
station,  about  LSOO  Serb  frun- 1 
ilies  on  a housing  estate  were  i 
removing  wiiuiows  and  dom'^ 
frames  yesterday  in  prepara- 
tion for  an  organised  exodus. 

Today  an  advance  party  tS.  \ 
40  workers  is  due  to  set  off  fbr 
their  new  borne  near  tiie 
Serb-hdd  town  cf  Visegrad. 
where  they  will  start  building 

ir>  an  qjipn  fiBlil 

Asked  whether  the  gradual 
arrival  of  tiw  UN  police  fbree 
might  lead  them  to  reermsid- 
, er,  one  of  a group  of  grim- 
faced  men  stacking  window 
firames  swept  his  arm  across  a 
deserted  common  and  asked: 
"Where  are  they  now?” 

The  deployment  dL  police 
monitors  in  the  area  had  been 
intended  to  assuage  Serb 
fears  by  providing  a guaran- 
tee of  even-handedness  and 
human  rights. 

But  Warrant-OlOcer  Jean- 
Yves  Pain,  a poUcmian  firmn 
Brittany.  France,  conceded 
that  tills  was  an  ambitious 

task  for  four  men. 

"There  are  supposed  to  be 
1&80  policemen  here,  but  only 
seven  have  arrived  so  far  . . . 
and  three  of  those  are  on  holi- 
day," be  said. 

At  Dayton,  Ohio,,  where  the 
peace  deal  was  readied,  it 
was  <«reed  that  Nato  trcKips 
alone  could  not  defUse  Bos- 
nia's murderous  ethnic  ten- 
sions.  For  the  restoration  of 
the  rule  of  law,  ft  would  be 


^ ^ 


Ethnic  trickle . . . Serbs  leave  Sarajevo  by  horse  and  cart  as  the  Bosnian  govenunent  luepares  to  take  over  their  subnrbs  photograph:  petb)  Andrews 


essential  for  international 
civilian  police  to  provide 
tratnir^  and  mtmitoriiig. 

Cont^uting  states  prom- 
ised to  send  more  than  1,700 
police  OffiCeCS  to  Wft«»nia  ^ 
far.  fewer  than  200  have  ar- 
rived. Of  the  500  due  to  take 
up  positions  in  Serbhdd  Sa- 
raje^  about  40  are  in  place.  ' 

"Countries  do  need  their , 
policemen  and  they  don’t  let 
thwiw  gn>  easflyi”  Almcan- 
der  Ivanko,  the  UN  spokes- 1 
man  in  Sarajeva  He  was 
ImptfUl  tiiat  more  would  ar- 
rive by  the  end  of  the  wedc. 

But  Father  Momlr  Vasflje- 
vle.  Hidza's  most  senior  Oi> 
tiiodox  priest  said:  "It  is  far 
too  late,  and  tt  is  being  dne 
In  tiie  wrong  way. 


The  UN  police  station's 
luesent  wrniplftTwmt  furluripa 
three  Frenchmen,  two  Danes, 
and  two  Portuguese  officers. 
Yesterday  tiielr  oonmander 
was  one  cf  those  on  leave. 
Their  JOb  is  to  carry  out  foot : 
patrols  and  joint  vehicle  pat- 
rols with  the  local  Serb  police. 

WO  Pain  said  that  jotot  pat- 
rols bad  recently  been  cur- 
tailed — althou^  ralaticKis 
with  the  Qldza  police  were 
aqK>aiently  excellent  be- 
cause of  the  Serbs’  lack  of 
fuel.  Stocks  are  being 
reserved  for  the  final  exodus. 

According  to  the  peace 
treaty,  the  government  win 
take  finmal  control  of  llidza 
and  other.  Serb  suburbs  on 
Saturday,  but  it  will  not  be 


able  to  move  federal  forces  in 
until  March  20. 

In  the  meantime,  under  an 
agreement  brokered  this 
weds  by  Carl  Biktt,  the  inter- . 
national  community's  High 
Representative  in  Bosnia, 
local  Serb  police  will  be  res- 
ponsible for  law  and  order. 

After  blarcb  20  federal 
police  win  take  over.  They  are 
meant  to  “reflect  the  ethnic 
eoniposxtion  of  the  poptfiation 
in  the  areas  they  will  serte”. 

It  is  hopeful  talk,  but  it  con- 
ceals a catch.  Many  Serbs 
win  stay  on  in  SaraJ^o  only 
If  titere  is  a predmninantly 
Serb  pdice  foit^  But  Qie 
Serb  police  are  likely  to  be  the 
last  to  volunteer  to  stay  on. 
Throu^ioat ' the  war,  they 


pursued  the  policy  of  ethnic 
dftangfwg  urifo  as  much  eof 
thusiasm  as  the  army.  Ilidza's 
police  have  privately  told 
their  UN  cormteiparts  that 
they  are  about  to  leave. 

Ifato’s  peace  Imptementa- 
tvm  fr»oe  Ct-FOR)  has  sworn 
that  it  will  not  fell  victim  to 
socaUed  "mlssicm  creop”  by 
becoming'  involved  in  day-to- 
day  poiiriwg  But  with  the 
bulk  of  fbe  UN  fwce  yet  to 
arrive,  and  In  the  increasing ' 
absence  of  local  officers,  it  al- 1 
' most  certainly  wUL 
- I-FOR  soldiers  have  already 
intervened  several  times  to 
deal  wifo  rowdy  Serbs.  Ilid- 
za's residmts  say  that  earlier 
this  weUk  Nato  tro<^  dis- 
armed a group  of  uniformed 


louts  and  sent  them  home  in 
their  underweEU*. 

Spokesmen  at  the  I-FOR 
base  in  llidza  said  they  bad  no 
knowledge  of  the  inrident  — 
but  added  privately  that  they 
hoped  the  story  was  true. 

• A man  was  killed  and  an- 
other maw  and  four  Children 
were  seriously  injured  in 
three  separate  ezplMlons  in 
Sai^evo  yesterday,  hospital 
workers  and  relatives  said. 

The  man  who  died  stepped 
on  a:  mine  in  the  city’s  Moj- 
milo  Brdo  area.  The  other 
man  lost  a leg  after  treading 
on  a mine  while  walking  his 
dog  in  the  Nahorevo  district. 
The  boys  were  injured  in  Do- 
brinja  when  an  grenade  ex- 
plod^ — Reuter. 


Local  treaties  undermine  Moscow’s  authority 


Russia’s  power-sharing  deals  with  border 
regions  are  designed  to  secure 
electoral  support,  writes  James  Meek 


The  rulers  of  two  Rus- 
sia’s border  regions 
entered  the  power  vac- 
uum  left  by  Moscow's  inefibc- 
tual  governance  yesterday, 
signing  treaties  with  the 
TCraTTiHn  wfaiOb  cast  further 
doubt  on  who  really  cootrols 
the  sprawling  federatum. 

Drought-stricken  Oren- 
burg, boedmhog  the  Central 
Asim  superstate  Kazakh- 
.and  Krasnodar  on  the  : 
edge  of  the  North  Caucasos, ' 
bawMiMf*  the  third  fourth, 
r^ons  this  year  to  cut  sepa- 
rate deals  with  tiw  Erenuin 
for  tiie  divisftm  cf  powers. 

They  were  foUowtng  the 
trail  Uazed  by  Eduard  Rossel, 

I governor  of  tiw  Urals  regUm 
. of  Sverdlovak,  who  fbu^t  fia: 
years  Ibr  preferential  federal 

tax  terms,  even  proclaiming  a 
"Urals  Republic*'  btfore  Boris 
Yeltsin  granted  his  wlsb  this 

gaUriingrMd,  tfaS.  detSCbed 

Russian  enclave  squeezed  be- 
tween Poftmd  and  Litiiuanla, 
secured  the  second  sudi  deal 


The  four  treaties  mark  a 
dramatic  departure  for  Mr 
Yeltsin's  administration, 
which  bad  previously  struck 
agreements  only  wltii  tiie  fed- 
eration’s 21  ettmtcally-based 
autonomous  republics.  Such 
deals  were  meant  to  qgiease 
separatist  sentiments  in 
place  like  Tatarstan,  which 
at  one  stage  looked  likely  to 
become  another  Cheriienia. 

This  special  treatment  infu- 
riated the  “regular"  uneafaw 
regions  whictat-led  by  bite 
sel,  began  to  rfmwawd  foeir 
own  treaties. 

Instead  cf  giving  all  the 
regkms  tiie  same  degree  of 
self-determination,  Moscow 
aK>aars  izitent  on  hawding  out 
tailored  TUM-Vaafta  cfurlvilttBa 
and  powers  to  earii  in  turn. 

At  tiie  s^hing  ceremony 
.with  the  Krasnodar  governor 
Yevgmy  Kharitonov  yester- 
day. Mr  Yeltein  said:  "Once 

■pin  tha  garni  in»  equality  Ot 

afi  subjects  cf  the  federation 
Is  demonstrated,  as  ensured 
the  constitution.  ” 


In  fact,  the  effect  seems  to 
be  the  opposite  — to  «»dd  ibiir 
new  kuids  of  relaticaShip  b^ 
tween  the  federal  government 

and  file  legiaas  on  tcv  of  the 
bewildering  variety  which  al- 
ready exists. 

The  Moscow  city  authori- 
ties effecttvdy  operate  tbeir 
own  visa  syst^  in  daftoneft 
of  the  constitution,  as  does 
the  diamond  regftm  of  Yaku- 
tia. Nortii  Ossetia  has  its  own 
army.  Vladivostok  responds 
to  mgnals  fium  foe  federal 
government  as  the  mood 
takes  ft.  Tatarstan  riaima  fog 


right  to  prevent  fts  oteiscripts 

from  fighting  feUow-Mnslims. 

Tn  the  Buddhist  antono- 
mous  republic  tf  gahnylria, 

the  presidteit,  iriwMm  nyimwi. 
hinov,  recentiy  organised 
own  re-eleetion:  s move  gen- 
erally recognised  as 
He  is  sun  in  place. 

The  federal  govemmenth 
inability  'to  pay  salaries  on 
time,  to  protect  its  peoids 
against  miUtery  attacks 
the  raids  on  Klzlirar  «tih  But 
dsronnovsk,  and  to  provide  ez^ 
tegy  — lax^  areas  Russia 
are  subject  to  regular  black- 
outs— has  exposed  Moscow's 
role  to  derision  and  encoux^  ' 
aged  supsmrt  fbr  local  leaders.  i 

Vladimir  Yelagin,  governor 
of  Orenburg,  said  the  treaty 
meant  file  r^ftmal  legislature 
would  be  able  ' to  pass  vital 
laws  which  the  Bnaaiaw  par- 
liament had  failed  to  draft, 
lorticularly  a law  oontroIUng 
the  thoneande  of  migrants 
and  refugees  - who  have 

flooded  in  from  Central 

He  said  tits  people  of  Oiwor 
burg — where  foought  caused 
severe  crop  frdlures  lad  year 
— were  angry  that  they  bad 
paid  040  million  into  tbfi  fed- 
eral treasury  and  got  Utfle  in 
return.  Anofh»  source  of  bit- 
terness was  the  apparent 


pro^eefty  ot  the  neighbour- 
ing autoDOmous  republic  of 

Baahfcna-twiytffp  Whlfil 

has  a powereharing  treaty. 

Russian  nationalists  from 
Vladimir  Zhirinovsky  to  Al- 
exander Solzhenitsyn  have 
urged  the  abolition  of  the 
whole  Stelinrinspired  syst^ 
of  republics,  regftms,  districts 
and  special  cities  in  favour  of 
a sintfe  tecTfttHial  enti^  iflta 
a US'  state,  GMTEian  f qt 
— Zhirznovsky’s  model  — fbe 
hnpnrial  Russian  guberniya. 

Mr  Srfy>i«nTtgyn  riaim*  this 
could  be  achieved  without 
banning  the  langimga*  and 
cultures  of  the  repub- 

lics, but  in  many  of  these  ter- 


ritories culture  and  local  eco- 
nomic oratrol  are  so  inter- 
twined that  republic  status 
would  not  be  surrendered 
wifboutafight 

For  now.  Mr  Yeltsin  and  his 
circle  appear  content  to  use 
the  tre^  system  as  a means 
to  secure  electoral  summit 
and  k^  edd  fiiends  happy. 

Kaliningrad's  need  for 
special  status  Is  obvious  but  ft 
is  striking  that  Sverdlovsk  is 
where  Mr  Yeltsin  made  his 
career,  Orenburg  is  where  foe 
prime  minister,  Victor  Cher- 
nomyrdin, was  bom  and 
Krasnodar  is  the  old  haunt  of 
Nikolai  Y^nrov,  the  presi- 
dent's new  chirf of  staff. 
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A triple  whammy 

Lies,  damned  lies  and  PM’s  question  time 


PEOPLE  criticise  Prime  Minister’s 
question-time  for  many  things,  almost 
all  of  them  true.  It  is  noisy.  It  is  crude. 
It  is  confrontational.  But  on  this  occa* 
Sion  let  us  stick  simply  to  the  facts.  Or 
rather  let  us  stick  to  the  fibs.  For  the 
official  falsehoods  which  disfigured  yes- 
terday afternoon’s  question  time  ses- 
sion are  disturbingly  indicative  of  the 
low  level  of  public  politics  which  we  are 
likely  to  have  to  midure  for  perhaps 
another  fifteen  months  until  ^ gen- 
eral election. 

John  Major  made  three  apparently 
factual  boasts  in  yesterday's  question- 
time. Each  related  to  an  area  at  the 
absolute  heart  of  the  political  battle  — 
the  economy,  education  and  law  and 
order.  Each  was  cheered  by  his  support- 
ers. Each  went  unchallenged  by  his 
opponents.  Each  was  false. 

Mr  Major's  first  claim  came  when  he 
defied  anyone  to  find  any  western  econ- 
omy t^t  can  match  the  current  eco- 
nomic performance  of  this  country 
under  this  Government.  Well,  the  Econ- 
omist published  the  latest  figures  for 
annual  increase  in  gross  domestic 
product  this  week,  the  traditional  yard- 
stick for  measuring  economic  perfor- 
mance. In  those  figures  Britain’s  GDP 
growth  is  shown  at  1.8  per  cent  In  other 
words  Britain  stands  eleventh  out  of 
fifteen  nations  in  this  GDP  league,  out- 
performed by  Australia,  Belgium,  Can- 
ada, Denmark.  France,  Hol^d,  Italy, 
Spain,  Sweden  and  the  United  States. 
Nor  is  Britain  at  the  top  of  any  of  the 
other  economic  indicator  leagues.  We 
are  eighth  on  industrial  production, 
third  on  retail  sales,  seventh  on  unem- 
ployment. twelfth  on  consumer  prices 
and  eleventh  on  producer  prices. 

Mr  Major's  second  claim  concerned 
education.  This  time  he  said  that  uni- 
versities had  no  reason  to  introduce 
top-up  student  fees  and  that  vice-chan- 
cellors could  not  complain  about  the 
way  they  have  been  treated  under  this 


Government  Between  1989-90  and  1994- 
95.  he  said,  university  funding  rose  by 
23  per  cent  over  and  above  infiatiOD. 
What  he  Med  to  say,  however,  was 
that  in  the  same  period  the  number  of 
students  goii^  to  Britain’s  uuivemties 
has  increased  by  more  than  45  per  cent 
as  a direct  result  of  a conscious  policy 
about  which,  in  other  circumstimces, 
the  Conservatives  are  very  proud. 
Moreover  the  amount  of  public  money 
spent  on  each  university  stud^t  has 
therefore  decreased  by  25  per  cent  in  the 
five  years  in  question. 

Finally  Mr  Major  claimed  twice  that 
the  Conservative  government  is  the 
first  government  in  40  years  which  is 
presiding  over  a fall  in  the  crime  fig- 
ures. It  is  certainly  true  that  crime  has 
fallen  for  the  last  two  years,  as  the 
Prime  Minister  says.  But  the  fall  of 
350.000  recorded  offences  between  1992 
and  1994  is  dwarfed  by  the  rise  of  more 
than  a million  new  offences  in  the  two 
years  before  that  Completely  contrary 
to  Mr  Major’s  claim,  recorded  crime 
has  also  fallen  much  more  recently 
than  the  1950s.  It  fell  in  file  mid  1980s 
under  the  Conservatives,  and  it  fell  for 
two  successive  years  between  1977  and 
1979  at  the  end  of  the  last  Labour 
government  as  welL  At  that  time,  it  is 
worth  recalling,  recorded  crime  was 
less  than  half  the  total  fiiat  it  is  now. 

All  politicians  use  figures  which  suit 
their  particular  case.  But  it  is  a bit 
alarming,  to  put  it  mildly,  when  a 
prime  minister  makes  an  important 
claim  in  each  of  the  three  principal 
areas  of  the  current  political  battle  and 
each  is  so  spectacularly  false.  Of  Mr 
Major's  three  attempts  yesterday,  two 
were  untrue  and  the  third  was  es.- 
tremely  misleading.  If  nothing  else,  that 
tally  proves  the  need  for  real  alertness 
about  fa^se  political  claims.  We  will 
continue  to  bold  them  up  to  the  light  as 
the  contest  rages.  Meanwhile  what  was 
that  about  Three  Strikes  and  Out? 


How  to  cure  Europe’s  troubles 

Cut  interest  rates:  we’ve  nothing  to  lose  but  the  dole  queues 


YESTERDAY’S  simultaneous  economic 
stimulation  by  France  and  Germany 
should  be  thorou^y  welcomed  even  if 
it  won’t  be  enough  to  blow  Europe  out 
of  file  economic  doldrums.  If  one 
countxy  attempts  to  increase  consump- 
tion alone  then,  as  France  knows  to  its 
cost,  it  can  boost  imports  and  run 
straight  into  balance  of  payments  diffi- 
culties. j^t  if  a number  of  countries  do 
it  simultaneously  they  can  offset  in- 
creased imports  by  exporting  to  one 
another.  Europe  is  a lazgely  self-suffi- 
cient economic  block  with  a r^ular 
trade  surplus  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
but  has  hardly  ever  eiqdoited  this  po- 
tential to  the  full  — except  for  one 
overzealous  example:  the  current  dash 
to  reduce  budget  deficits  in  line  with 
the  Maastricht  criteria,  a policy  which 
is  in  danger  of  forcing  the  EU  into  an 
unnecessary  recession.  Today’s  envi- 
ronment — economic  sts^nation  with- 
out inflation  — cries  out  for  a multi- 
pronged stimulation  by  Europe  and  the 
US.  France  is  faced  with  a rapid  slow- 
down in  ^wfii  in  1996  when  imem- 
ployment  is  meeting  strong  social  resis- 
tance. Yesterday  it  tried  to  persuade 
people  to  save  less  and  spend  more 
vdien  its  government  cut  the  interest 
rate  paid  on  popular  tax-friee  savings 
accounts  by  one  per  cent  and  offered 
tax  breaks  on  products  like  cars.  This  is 
necessary  because  French  people  are 
saving  much  more  of  their  national 
income  (14  per  cent)  than  th^  usually 
do.  But  the  reason  they  are  doing  this  is 
a deep-rooted  fear  of  unemployment 


(now  11.S  per  cent  compared  with  8 per 
cent  In  the  UR)  which  is  unlikely  to  be 
removed  by  a one  per  cent  drop  in 
interest  rates  alone. 

Germany  announced  what  was  de- 
scribed as  a "vitamin  dose”  to  boost  the 
economy  and  reduce  unemployment 
while  at  the  same  time  cutting  the 
budget  deficit  (fium  3.5  per  cent  to  3.0 
per  cent  of  GD^  to  meet  the  Maastricht 
deadline.  The  background  is  that  eco- 
nomic growth  in  the  main  industrial- 
ised economies  is  likely  to  be  lower 
than  e^Kcted  this  year  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Japan  which  is  just  beginning  to 
crawl  out  of  the  worst  recession  for 
decades.  It  is  not  yet  the  time  to  be 
pressing  panic  buttons,  though  it  may 
come  pretty  soon.  There  is  often  a pause 
in  groWth  during  the  business  cycle 
before  nornml  expansion  is  resumed.  A 
slowdown  in  world  growth  temporarily 
exacerbated  by  the  stockbuilding  cycle 
has  hit  Europe  particularly  hard  be- 
cause it  has  coincided  with  the  Maas- 
tricht-induced fiscal  squeeze  — wifii 
associated  high  interest  rates.  The 
squeeze  has  stunted  growth  and  wors- 
ened unemployment,  thereby  depriving 
governments  of  tax  revenues  which 
could  have  brought  those  deficits  donm 
by  a different  route.  The  answer  is  for 
all  the  main  economies  to  reduce  their 
interest  rates  simultaneously.  There 
has  rarely  teen  a moment  in  the  past  30 
years  when  the  risks  frnm  inflation 
have  been  so  low.  France  did  the  ri^t 
thing  yesterday.  Others  should  follow 
her  example  swiftly  and  una^amedly. 


Tackling  the  Soames  syndrome 

The  Government  must  make  upfor  its  neglectof  Gulf  veterans 


WHO  IS  the  real  Nicholas  Soames:  the 
Armed  Forces  Minister  who  pledges  his 
full  support  for  British  troops,  or  the 
minister  who  describes  a unanimous 
all-party  Commons  select  committee 
report  on  Gulf  war  syndrome  as  ’^m- 
helpful”?  Yesterday,  the  veterans  won  a 
small  victory.  Fat^  was  forced  to  con- 
cede to  veteran  demands,  which  al- 
ready had  the  support  of  MPs.  and  set 
up  a fullblown  epidemiological  study 
into  Gulf  war  veteran  sicknesses  — and 
into  the  deformities  suffered  by  their 
children  born  since  the  war. 

The  veteraite  have  every  reason  to 
feel  aggrieved.  Their  treatment  has 
been  shabby.  If  the  troops  in  the  Gulf 
had  adopted  the  same  defensive  pos- 
tures as  ministers,  the  war  would  never 
have  been  won.  ^ced  with  a possible 
serious  new  medical  syndrome,  minis- 
ters seized  every  opportunity  to  pro- 
crastinate as  sickness  claims  mounted. 
It  took  them  two  years  to  set  up  a 


medical  assessment  programme  — and 
even  then  only  allocated  a doctor  for 
two  days  a week  — with  a further  two 
more  years  before  being  ready  to  com- 
pile the  data  necessary  for  an  epidemio- 
logical study.  If  (^rge  Bush  was  "wob- 
bly” before  the  war,  ministers  have 
teen  wet  and  weak-kneed  since.  Troops 
which  were  given  "the  best  possible 
equipment”  before  the  war.  have  been 
denied  proper  medical  surveillance 
since.  The  1^  were  right  compared  to 
action  in  America,  the  Government's 
response  has  teen  "parsimonious”  and 
‘liopelessly  inadequate”.  It  is  one  thing 
to  be  sceptic^  about  a new  syndrome;  it 
is  quite  another  to  have  delayed  for  so 
long  an  investigatioo  into  possible 
causes,  particularly  the  dangers  of  mix- 
ing vaccinations  with  anti-nerve  gas 
tablets.  Policy’,  as  asserted,  should 
be  driven  by  "the  welfere  of  those  who 
served  their  country,  not  financial 
considerations." 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Rights,  lights 

and  a wrong 

Geoff  Mtilgan  cans  on 
New  Labotir  to  embrace 
that  hoary  old  cliche,  “the 
right  to  work*’  (A  hi^-etake 
society,  January  30).  But 
rights  necessarily  involve 
duties.  The  right  to  work,  log- 
ically. has  to  imi^  a duty  to 
offer  employmenL  Either  that 
duty  faifg  on  employers  who 
would  be  forced  by  a Labour 
government  to  offer  employ- 
ment, corporatist-style,  to  un- 
economic workers,  against 
the  emptoyers’  better  judg- 
ment: or  it  would  fall  to  the 
Government  to  become  em- 
ployer-of-last-resort.  running 
totalitarian  (though  no  doubt 
benign)  labour  camps. 

Which  alternative  is 
Mulgan  advocating? 

John  Torode. 

25FlatfsLane, 

London  NW3  7NP. 

The  National  Grid  Com- 
pany has  been  very  pub- 
licly congratulating  itseff  on 
its  “near  miss’*  — no  povrer 
cuts  were  necessary  after  all. 
say  spokesmen.  But  1 would 
lUto  to  report  a power  cut  in 
Chatham  between  3 and  4 pm 
on  Monday.  Does  this  mean 
they  didn't  notice,  or  was  it 
just  a good  old-fashioned  un- 
necessary power  cut? 
(jaryCroom. 

66  Thorold  Road. 

Chatham, 

Kent  MBS  7EB. 

Your  report  about  the  sig- 
nalling scheme  at  Ashford 
International  station  contains 
a factual  inaocuracy  (Bx^- 
neer  sees  rail  sigtel  peril, 
January  27).  Major  Holden, 
one  of  HSE's  Assistant  Chief 
Inspecting  Officers  of  Rail- 
ways, has  not  said  “no  fur- 
ther action  needs  to  be 
taken".  New  signalling  prizh 
ciples  have  been  intrteuced 
since  the  scheme  was  origi- 
nally designed  and  the  Ash- 
ford scheme  does  not  yet  meet 
latest  agreed  standards. 

HSE  does  not  believe  tbat 
the  signalling  scheme  is  un- 
safe: however,  we  have  given 
RaUtrack  a list  of  issues  to  be 
resolved. 

S S J Robertson. 

HM  Chief  Inspecting 
Officer  of  Railways, 

Rose  Court, 

2 Southwark  Bridge. 

London  SEl  9HS. 

The  Prime  Minister's 
request  to  Labour  to  co-op- 
erate in  passing  the  Gorern- 
nient's  forthcoming  legisla- 
tion on  sentencing  should  be 
unequivocally  rejected. 

R^uiring  judges  to  pass 
minimum  sentences  what- 
ever the  individual  circum- 
stances will  prevent  courts 
ffom  achieving  justice  in 
sentencing. 

Automatic  life  sentences  for 
repeat  violent  offenders  will 
remove  any  incentive  to  plead 
guilty,  leading  to  fewer  ad- 
missions of  guilt,  more  dis- 
tress to  victims  and  a greater 
risk  of  wrongful  acquittals. 
Taking  away  the  prospect  of 
early  release  through  remis- 
sioQ  or  parole  will  remove  an 
enormous  incentive  to  good 
behaviour  and  increase  the 
risk  of  riots,  violence  and  hos- 
tage-taking in  prisons. 

These  changes  would  also 
increase  the  prison  popula- 
tion by  around  30,000.  This 
would  require  50  more  pris- 
ons the  size  of  Dartmoor  at  a 
capital  cost  of  £3  billion  and 
running  costs  of  over  £600 


million  a year. 

Paul  Cavadlno. 

Chair, 

Penal  Affeirs  Consortium, 
169  Clapham  Road, 
London  SW90PU. 


A S a probable  Labour 
rAand  the  victim  of  b< 


voter 
both  a 

knife  attack  and  a burglary  in 
file  not-too-distant  past  I am 
indebted  to  Michael  Heseltine 
for  putting  me  straight  on  my 
relationship  with  criminals.  I 
am  obviously  not  to  be 
trusted. 

Simon  B Monks. 

52  WickworUi  Street 
Nelson  BB9  OLQ. 


My  schooldays  witii  Tony  Blair 


I WAS  in  fire  same  class  as 
Tony  Blair  for  two  years  fai 
the  mid-surties  (Battle  for 
Britain,  January  29).  We  were 
at  a private,  sele^ve  prep 
sctaooL  whi^  prmnoted  “high 
fliers'*  ahead  of  their  year 
^uup. 

Eire  ages  of  diild  were 
spread  over  eight  classes; 
marks  for  aB  work  were  ccon- 
piled  twice  each  term  in  to  a 
monthly  ord^  seating  for 
meals  was  det^miined  by  po- 
sition in  the  previous  term’s 
end-of-torm  exams. 

Many  of  the  lessons  Blair 
learnt  at  Durham's  Chorister 
School  are  echoed  in  the  lead- 
er’s views  oh  education  and 
the  New  Party’s  policy. 

Unfortunately,  his  ideas 
don't  seem  to  have  developed 
much  subsequently.  1 can't 
imagine  that  Tony  under- 
stands comprehensive  educa- 
tion any  better  now  than  he 
did  then. 

Paul  J Robinson. 

Snainton, 

Scarborough  1^)13. 


Tony  blair’S  -fast 
track”  proposal  has  fiie 
vagueness  which  is  becoming 
his  hallmai^  This  vagueness 
is  the  consequence  of  his 
refusal  to  spend  money.  Real 
solutions  cost  real  money, 
and  file  price  of  a refusal  to 
^nd  num^  must  be  to  use 
nftwa-managfrmflnf  aS  a Sub- 
stitute for  policy.  We  have 
had  fiiat  approach  for  16 
years  and  the  criminal  statis- 
tics show  where  it  leads. 
LordRnsseD. 

Liberal  Oemooret  Social 
Security  Spokesman. 

House  of  Lords. 

Londmi  SWIA  OAA. 

Anybody  who  has 
worked  with  children 
knows  that  while  intellectual 
ability  can  be  develop^  be- 
yond their  years,  it  is  not 
wise  to  fbrec  ahead  with  their 
social  or  emotional 
development 
JM  Stott 
79a  Hanover  Street 
Brighton  BN22SS. 


SEVENTY-FIVE  years  ago, 
I left  the  babies'  class  to 
enter  the  “big  sclioor’  in  our 
village.  If  you  progressed  ex- 
ceptionally well  in  Standard  1 
you  leapfrogged  over  Stan- 
dard 2 into  Standard  3 — and 
so  on.  At  the  age  of  nine,  I 
found  myself  in  standard  7 
with  the  14-year-olds.  1 fiien 
secured  a afoolarship  to  a 
locM  pubte  school.  Remark- 
ably, my  wife’s  schooldays 
took  exactly  the  same  path,  al- 
beit in  another  village.  Fast- 
track  education  is  nothing 
new. 

Ted  Austin. 

7 Willingham  Road. 

Over,  Cambridge  CB4  SPD.  ■ 

y MOTHER  was  bona  in 
1901.  She  went  to  the  vil- 
lage school  at  (jrimethorpe  in 
Yorkshire,  which  children 
attended  from  around  four 
until  the  school-leaving  age  of 
13.  Mum  was  top  of  file  top 
class  in  the  school  at  nine. 
She  couldn’t  go  to  the  gram- 
mar school  in  Barnsley,  be- 


cause her  parents  couldn't  af- 
ford to  buy  the  uniform  or 
pay  the  train  fere. 

FOr  the  next  four  years  — 
till  she  was  13  and  could  leave 
— she  did  odd  Jobs  and  taught 
Masses,  for  which  she  was 
paid  2s  6d  a week.  All  her  life, 
she  felt  disadvantaged  that 
her  education  bad  effectively 
ended  at  nine. 

Tony  Blair  should  remem- 
ber fiiis  when  he  advocates 
that  children  should  'forge 
aViftad  in  areas  of  strength” 
of  staying  with  their 
age  group.  What  will  happen 
to  fest-track  children  if  they 
get  a top  grade  in  mafiis  A 
level  at  14?  Do  fiiey  drop 
maths  tiiey  go  to  univer- 
sity at  18  and  meanwhile  let 
the  mathematical  part  of 
their  brains  ossify?  Or  do 
they  go  to  oniversi^  at  14  and 
say  goodbye  to  childhood  and 
a general  ^ucation? 

Janet  Evans. 
Wycbwood(?ourt 
Ascotounder  Wyefawood. 

Oxon  0X7  SAN. 


Old-age  tension 

WE  ARE  delighted  that 
reports  on  paying  for 
long-term  care  are  finally  ac- 
knowledging that  families 
nmke  tte  main  contributloa 
(Homes  plan  to  unprove  old- 
age  care.  January  30;.  These 
so-called  iidOnnal  carers  pro- 
vide far  more  care  than  any 
agency,  and  the  estimated 
national  cost  of  such  care  is 
twice  tbat  of  any  fonnai  care 
— tboo^  of  course  the  cost  is 
notional  and  not  paid  for. 
The  IPPR  report  clearly 
shows  that  any  mit  in  infor- 
mal care  in  foe  community 
resulfe  in  greater  deznands 
for  formal  care,  with  conse- 
quent extra  Trresi^  costs. 

We  cannot  provide  the  care 
we  need  withmt  families’  un- 
paid contribution;  but  if  this 
is  to  continue,  we  must  sup- 
port them  properly.  We  must 
start  tnrestli^  in  informal 
care  instead  of  taking  it  for 
granted  — for  it  affects  us  all. 
Jill  Pitkeathley. 
ChierEKcative. 

Carers  National  Association. 
20-25  Glasshouse  Yard, 

London  ECIA  4JS. 

Your  report  of  the  Retire- 
ment Income  Inquiry 
(Grey  timebomb  at  foe  be^ 
of  the  Western  welfare  state, 
January  27)  suggests  that  Sir 
John  Anson  and  bis  col- 
leagues have  ao^epted  foe 
commonly  held  view  that  con- 
tinuation of  tax-fmanced  pen- 
sions would  become  unpoiv 
ular  with  the  electors,  oi^g 
to  the  inevitable  increase  in 
foe  ratio  of  pensioners  to 


working-age  population  up  to 
the  year  2035. 

On  past  experience,  real  in- 
comes will  increase  over  the 
same  period.  Indeed,  on  the 
modest  assumption  of  a 2 per 
cent  annual  growth  rate  for 
real  GNP,  real  income  will  in- 
crease to  more  than  double  its 
present  level  by  2035.  It  must 
follow  tbat  although  the  tax 
burden  (National  Insurance 
contributions)  under  the  pres- 
ent system  would  increase  in 
percentage  terms,  the  work- 
ing population  would  stiff  en- 
joy much  hl^er  living  stan.- 
dards  than  today. 

Brian  Overall. 

46  Kenton  Court, 

Kensington  Hi^  Street 
London  Wi4  6NW. 

n~HB  workforce  supports  not 
I oxily  the  elderly  but  the 
young  and  many  other  unpro- 
ductive groups:  ie  it  supports 
the  whole  population.  Your 
graph  shows  an  almost  stable 
feat  slightly  declining)  popu- 
lation of  about  60  million.  The 
working  population  is  32  miJ- 
lion,  falling  to  29  million. 
Each  .100  workers  now  sup- 
port 190  persons  and  will,  in 


Cuts  the  country  can’t  afford 


Before  catastrophic  deci- 
sions are  taken  in  Parlia- 
ment today  concerning  this 
year's  local  government  fund- 
ing, Liberal  Democrat  county 
councillors  want  foe  public  to 
be  absolutely  dear  what  is  at 
stake. 

Local  ^jvemment  is  not 
being  squeezed  — it  is  beijig 
strangled.  Wedeliver  services 
far  more  efficiently  and  eco- 
nomically than  Whitehall, 
and  councillors  can  ai^ust 
timse  services  quickly  In  res- 
ponse to  local  demand.  But  we 
are  no  longer  able  to  deli^r 
anythlf^  like  the  services 
needed. 

This  year's  budget  round 
will  be  appalling:  cuts  in  li- 
btmies  will  reduce  every- 
oi»'s  quality  of  life,  cuts  in 
the  youth  service  will  in- 
crease crime  and  alienation, 
cuts  in  social  services  will 
mean  that  people  do  not  get 
the  care  they  desperately 
need,  cuts  in  foe  fire  service, 
in  street  lighting,  gritting  -or 
road  safety  will  almost  cer- 
tainly cost  lives.  Even  foe  so- 
called  "addition^”  funding 
for  schools  will  not  be  enough 
to  stop  rising  class  sizes. 


Why  is  this  shameful  state 
of  affairs  happening  in  one  of 
the  richest  countries  in  the 
world?  Because  we  are  gov- 
erned by  MPs  Who,  although 
paid  to  look  after  people's 
needs,  are  sitting  in  Westmin- 
ster plotting  bow  to  save  their 
own  careers;  NiPs  who  are 
forcing  county  councils  to 
push  peojde  off  the  lifeboat  so 
they  can  try  to  buy  the  next 
election  with  the  money 
saved. 

And  because  Her  Majesty's 
Opposition,  to  their  eter^ 
shame;  did  not  even  (oppose 
foe  one-penny-off-income-tax 
bribe. 

(CUr)  Liz  Tucker. 

Leader. 

Hertford  & Worcester 
Coun^  Council. 

(CUr)  Geoflfrey  Tapper. 
Leader. 

Dorset  County  Council. 

(Cllr)  Chris  Clarke. 

Leader, 

Somerset  County  Council 
and  18  other  LibDem 
county  councillors 
and  group  leaders. 

As  from:  County  Hall. 
Spetchley  Road, 

Worcester  WRS2NP. 


2065.  support  210.  an  increase 
of  10.5  per  cent  or  less.  As  we 
DOW  have  at  least  lo  per  cent 
unemployment  the  problem 
would  appear  to  be  not  our 
increased  Jongevi^.  but  foe 
under-usage  of  our  productive 
capacity. 

ALFUgbt 

26  Gresham  Avenue. 

Westbrook. 

Margate,  Kent  CTO  5ER 

AS  technology  advances, 
fewer  workers  produce 
more  wealth  than  the  many  of 
previous  generations.  In  1901 
in  Britain,  there  were  13  of 
working  age  to  each  person  of 
65  and  over.  By  1991  there 
were  only  four,  by  2011  this 
will  reduce  to  3.8.  As  a result 
have  we  become  poorer  dur- 
ing this  century  and  do  we 
now  dread  the  prospect  of  liv- 
ing a long  healtiv  life?  Don't 
panic.  Our  National  insur- 
ance has  coped  since  1926  and 
certainly  can  do  so  until  20U. 
Joe  Harris. 

Chair, 

Islington  Pensioners'  Forum, 
9la  Tollington  Way, 

London  N7  6RB. 


A Country  Diary 


A sticky  wicket 

IN  THE  wake  of  your  piece 
on  the  BBC's  fresh  negotia- 
tions with  Shy  TV  for  high- 
li^ls  of  next  month's  Cfricket 
World  Cup.  your  readers 
should  be  aware  of  one  or  two 
key  facts  (BBC  hits  back  for 
World  Cup  de^,  January  30). 
TTie  bid  the  BBC  has  put  back 
on  tbe  table  is  Identical  to  the 
one  we  made  last  autumn  ^ 
when  Sky  broke  off  negotia- 
tions. Since  then  there  has 
been  much  public  debate 
about  foe  monopolisation  of 
TV  sports  rights. 

When  Sky  let  it  be  known 
tiiat  our  bid  would  be  recon- 
sidered. it  was  duly  made  last 
Monday  by  our  bead  of  sport 
Jonathan  Martin,  wifo  my 
foil  knowledge  and  support 
We  hope  the  bid  — which 

remains  a very  one  

will  be  successful  that  all 

cricket  fans  can  at  least  enjoy 
foe  highli^ts  of  this  competi- 
tion. In  foe  TTipantiTyj^,  any 
talk  of  ''derisory”  offezs  ana 
"humiliations”  should  be  ac- 
companied by  a double  pinch 
of  salt 
WUl  Wyatt. 

Managing  Director, 

BBC  Network  Television, 
Television  Ontre, 

Wood  Lane. 

London  W12  7RJ. 


Please  include  a'full  postaJ 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a telephone  number 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


TAMAR  VALLEY:  Cargreen's 
broad  street  leads  directly  to 
the  river,  where  flooding  tide 
is  brown  and  cboppy  in  the 
east  wind.  Across  foe  nhannei 
a broken  • shard  stands  out 
from  mud  below  HiorD  Point 
marking  the  Devon  side  of  an 
ancient  ferry  crossing  which 
became  busy  a centuzy  ago 
after  foe  opening  of 
Western’s  r^way  from  Plym- 
outh to  Waterloo.  Local  grow- 
ers brought  early  straw- 
berries to  be  rowed  over, 
transferred  into  wagons  grid 
hauled  to  Bere  jPbrrers  station 
for  dispatch  to  Umdon  and 
foe  North.  Regular  mazket 
boats  carried  produce  to 
Devonport  and  cargoes  of 
lime,  dock  dung,  c^  and 
grain  were  “"loaded  onto 
working  quays.  Now  there  is 
no  conmercial  traffic  and  foe 
river  is  valued  for  summer' 
boating  and  as  a background 
view  from  new  houses.  Ftuit 
and  flowers  have  been 
ploughed  up  or  replaced  by 
misted-up  polythene  tunnels 
growing  green  lettuce 
and  cabbage,  teufh.  over  a 
grassy  hill  where  lower 
slopes  were  covered  with  the 


famous  Du  Plessis  Ham- 
few  years  ago,  Lan< 
church  is  sheltered  I 
Kingsmlll  Lake.  On  thi 
January  afternoon,  cob 
muted  wifo  bare  brai 
stonework  anrf  frost  £ 
lent  pennyworts,  yellc 
chen  and  viriry  splee 
ferns  Cling  to  the  ri 
yard's  slatey  wall  and 
flows  in  a ditch  alongsu 
path  to  a dilapidated  lai 
Beycmd  file  marsh,  sepffl 
dmreh  from  shore,  ccti’ 
purple  rocks  and  dark  1 

seaweed  front  foe  Thms 

This  was  a port  for  trav 
to  Santiago  de  Comp 
and,  in  1434.  at  least  if 
gnms  set  sail  Those  fro 
country  had  crossed  by 
boat  afler  resting  in  Ber 
rm  churefa  pnd  foe  Co 
wnttp^nt  came  down 
dise  Lane  for  amhaykati* 
neafo  St  Dilp's  church. ' 
squat  amm^Tiitirm 
moored  downstream 
high  above  Saltash  pa: 

suspension 
bridge  and  - Brunei's 
tubular  and  strutted  « 

Uxik. 

VaOIKZASF 
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Diary 


jMaltiew  Ncxrnan 


JOURNALISTS  at  the 
Independent  have 
noted  the  arrival  in 
the  nen'sroom  of  two  dome- 
like  black  bowls.  Hieyare 
mounted  outside  the  office 
of  acting  editor  Gentleman 
Charlie  Wilson,  and  they 
contain  not  flowers  or 
i plants  but  cIoseK:ireit  cam- 
j'eras,  sending  pictures  of 
I reporters  at  their  desks  to 
jthe  Canary  Towers  security 
room.  How  tremendously 
I civilised.  Romoors  that  the 
paper  is  planning  a merger 
with  Jeremy  Beadle — be 
will  write  the  leaders;  the 
hacks  win  supply  accidents 
for  You've  Been  Framed  ~ 
have  yet  to  be  denied. 

INCREOIBLy.oneof 
Diary-forecaster  Step- 
toe's  New  Year  predic- 
' tions  has  already  come  true. 

' The  dog.  who  is  widely 
regarded  as  the  western 
world's  leading  canine 
soothsayer,  foresaw  that  an 
estranged  royal  wife  would 
be  offered  an  Oprah-style 
chat  show.  We  now  learn 
that  the  US  network  CBS 
has  offered  Fersjle  $1  mil- 
lion to  do  Just  that.  Ad- 
mittedly. Steptoe  gave  the 
Job  to  Diana.  Bat  even  so.  Is 
till*  not  uncanny? 


^■■LICKING  through  the 
text  ofa  speech  be 
■ gave  last  Friday,  lam 
astonished  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  mastery  of  vocabu- 
lary. llie  subject  of  the 
spmh  ^ or  "Remarks  the 
Prince  of  Wales  may  care  to 
make  at  Cromford  Mill",  as 
his  press  office  quaintly 
calls  it — was  the  mill  archi- 
tecture M'ttae  North-west, 
and  he  began  by  describing 
the  scale  of  the  problem  as 
''enormous”.  Mind  you, 
when  it  comes  toattem^  to 
put  things  right,  he  is  . 
"enormonsly  enconragM”. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  size 
of  the  problem  remains 
"enormous”.  And  yet.  Jet  us 
not  be  ^oomy.  fbr  English 
Heritage  has  made  "enor- 
mous efforts”,  while  the 
groap  gatho^  to  bear  him 
included  people  with  "enor- 
mous expertise".  It  is  noble 
stuff.  course,  bat  didn't 
yon  ^d  him  a more  engag- 
ing orator  in  his  mucky 
period,  when  he  used  to  talk 
to  rawiiiia  abont  sanitary 
protection? 


Another  messi«e 
left  in  his  machine, 
another  deafening 
silence  in  reply  . . .the  vigil 
Ibr  my  ftiend  Dr  Julian 
Lewis  reaves  day  10,  and 
ctiii  he  is  missing.  1 am  now 
offering  £25  fbr  a positive 
sitting  of  the  lit^  chap 
who,  before  his  disappear- 
ance. worked  at  Central 
Office.  seantUng  the  sdr- 
waves  for  anti-Tory  bias.  1 
ba ve  ordered  a dozen  yellow 
ribbons,  and  these  will  be 
tied  to  the  old  oak  tree  in 
Smith  ^nare  until  (God  be 
Tnorctfol)  he  returns  safe. 

News  of  yet  another 
breakthrouih  in  the 
fight  against  crime. 
Presenting  himself  at  East 
Bampolicestation.flaiel- 
deriy  man  passed  the  desk 
sergeant  apiece  of  paper 

' and  sheepishly  said:  *Tve 
done  my  lines;.’' Having  in- 
vestigated, thasergeant  ! 
fbnnd  out  that  a copper  who  : 
stopped  him  on  a minor  mo-  ; 
toeing  offence  had  oSbxm  ! 

fcfTn  tm  ftttemafiveto  being  i 
charged.  This  the  old  boy  I 
had  takra:  the  piece  of 
pnpw  ^wtafned  the  words 
must  not  drive  in  the  No 

Entry  zone”,  neatly  written 
ontSOtim^ 


On  the  edge  of 
darkness 


Commentary 


Will 

Hutton 


The  oil  shocks  of  the 
19705  were  sobering 
events.  They  made  not 
just  Britain  but  the  in- 
dustrialised West  .iware  that 
the  engines  of  their  prosper- 
i^'  depended  on  eneryj*  — and 
oU  in  particular.  There  had 
to  be  a policy  ensuring  the  se- 
rurity  of  energy  supplies  both 
doniestically  and  inter- 
nationally. 

World  economic  summits 
anxiously  scrutinised  the  pro- 
jections of  the  newly  formed 
International  Energy  Agency 
to  see  whether  world  demand 
and  supply  were  likely  to  bal- 
ance, while  at  home  Britain's 
Department  of  Energy  tried  to 
guainntce  that  Britain  had  as 
diversified  an  energy  base  as 
possible.  It  monitored  prices, 
investment  and  tlie  technical 
imperatives  of  energy 
provision. 

In  electricity,  gas.  coal  and 
oil  the  state  either  owned  di- 
rectly or  had  stakes  in  the 
great  corporatlon.s.  to  ensure 
the  supply  of  the  country's 
vital  needs. 

Twenty  years  on  and  the 
Department  of  Energy  has 
been  scrapped:  British  Gaa, 
the  CBGB.  the  National  Grid 


and  British  Coal  have  been 
privatised:  BNOC  (British 
National  Oil  Corporation) 
and  the  govemmeat  share- 
holding In  BP  have  loi^  since 
been  sold.  There  Is  a so-called 
^tmnrkct  in  which  electric- 
ity fnippUers  "compete”  to 
offer  their  electricity  supply 
for  sale.  Britain's  energy  is 
delivered  by  private  corpora- 
dons  operating  in  “lightly” 
regulate  private  markets:  no 
longer  is  there  felt  any  need 
Ibr  the  Government  to  at- 
tempt to  diversiiy  the  coun- 
try's enei^  supplies  or  en- 
sure the  security  of  future 
provision.  That  can  be  de- 
cided by  private  agents  res- 
ponding to  price  signals,  with 
simply  an  upper-price  thresh-  { 
old  set  by  the  regulator  i 

In  some  respects  this  trans- 
formation was  justified.  Inter- 
national coordination  of  en- 
ergy policy  was  never  much 
more  than  a talking  shop,  and 
the  big  jumps  In  pradu^vity 
in  the  privatised  utilities 
showed  the  scope  for  -cost- 
savii^. 

Although  Britain  is  rich  In 
coal,  the  cost  and  danger  of 
mining  Increasingly  thin 
seams  at  ever  greater  depths 
was  prohibitive  — and  the 
switch  to  gas  allows  cleaner, 
dieaper  and  more  Itexlble 
electricity  generation.  More- 
over. the  break-up  of  the  old 
monoliths  has  opened  the 
way  to  a greater  divm^ty  d 
supply,  wltit  environmentslly 
friendly  energy  sources  like 
wind  and  solar  power  spring- 
ing up. 

But  like  all  fashions  the 
pendulum  has  swung  too  flu:. 


Most  reports  of  Monday's  nar- 
rowly averted  eleetridty  cuts 
suggested  that  it  was  the  first 
crisis  of  this  type;  In  ftet  the 
grid  has  been  close  to  collapse 
twice  in  the  past  six  months. 
That  all  this  has  been  happen- 
ing while  the  directors 
receive  an  extraordinary 
range  oi  salary  increases,  bo- 
nuses and  share  options  may 
seem  like  a cheap  and  rather 
overworked  piece  of  populism 
but  h is  true  nonetiieless. 
The  security  of  British  elec- 
tricity supply  is  weaker,  the 
risk  of  breakdown  greater 
and  the  price  perfbrmance  — 
given  the  EsU  in  basic  energy 
prices  — only  moderate  since 
privatisation. 

British  electricity  prices 
are  slightly  below  the  OECD 
average  for  household  con- ' 
sume^  sli^tiy  ateve  for  in- 1 
dustrial  consumers.  1105  can- , 
not  be  described  as  a 
triumph. 

But  financialls'  privatisa- 
tion has  been  truly  wonder- 
ous.  The  rate  of  return  on 
National  Grid  shareholders' 
funds  unadjusted  for  inflation 
runs  in  excess  of  25  per  cent; 
the  power  generators  and 
electricity  companies  make 
around  ^ p^  cent  Few  Brit- 
ish comp^es  make  such 
consistently  high,  risk-free 
returns;  as  a benchmark, 
remember  tbat  in  public 
owi^rship  the  utilities  had  to 
make  8 per  cent  real  rates  of 
return. 

Even  allowing  for  inflation 
there  has  been  a near 
doubling  <k  their  proAtability 
since  privatisation  — 
reflected  in  the  regional  elee- 


I tricity  companies  (RECs)  buy- 
I ing  back  their  own  shares  fast 
I and  furiously  in  an  attempt  to 
stave  off  takeover.  But  they 
are  too  juicy  a prize,  and  only 
three  of  the  original  12  have 
DOW  escaped  the  attentions  of 
rich  predators. 

It  is  this  financial  perfor- 
mance  that  explains  almost 
all  the  deficiencies  of  prh’ati- 
sation.  For  the  utility  hold 
monopolistic  franchises,  and 
once  the  price  cap  is  set  by 
the  re^ilator  the  only  way  to 
make  returns  of  this  magni- 
tude is  to  displace  risk  on  to 
others  — the  consumers  and 
the  workforce. 

The  savage  losses  ot  man- 
power are  well-publicised, 
and  with  good  reason.  One  di- 
rector of  a utility,  talking 
about  the  paybacks  on  \'ari- 
ous  form  of  investment,  told 
me  recently  that  while  he 
reckoned  it  took  four  or  fl\'e 
years  for  most  standard  tn- 


The  return  on 
National  Grid’s 
shareholders’ 
funds  unadjusted 
fbr  inflation  is  over 
25  percent 

vestments  in  new  capacity  to 
return  the  original  outlay, 
redundancies  paid  hack  in  22 
months.  Lay-offs,  he 
remarked  sadly,  given  the  low 
level  of  British  redundancy 
payments,  offered  him  the 
highest  and  flwtest  returns  of 
all.  Ihe  social  security  sys- 
tem and  the  individual 
worker  pirit  up  the  bill. 

But  Monday's  near  implo 
sioD  of  the  sid  highlighted 
awftthftr  way  in  which  risk  is 
passed  on  to  others.  Spare 
capacity  to  meet  winter 
surges  cf  demand  or  uneac- 
pe^ed  withdrawal  of  some 
power  stations  from  the  sup- 
ply network,  as  happened  last 
summer,  costs  the  power  gen- 
erators and  RECs  money.  It 
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At  death’s  door 
in  the  English 
countryside 


means  tying  up  idle  funds  in 
potentially  unused  capacity. 
Far  better  to  run  the  system 
with  tbe  least  capacity  poss- 
ible. and  either  subject  con- 
sumers to  power  cuts  or  bring 
in  more  power  &om  the  cross- 
Channel  link  with  France  — 
if  ifs  available. 

This  is  good  for  the  electric- 
ity companies  in  tbeir  quest 
to  meet  those  financial 
returns,  but  bad  fbr  tbe  rest  of 
us.  Those  industries  and 
businesses  whidi  cannot  risk 
a power  interruption  are  com- 
pelled to  invest  in  badc-up 
power-generation  capacity, 
i^ucii^  their  profitability 
and  diverting  Amds  away 
from  mewe  usdUl  forms  of  in- 
vestment; hospitals  have  to 
tie  up  limited  funds  in  spare 
power-generation  capacity, 
because  a pemr  cut  that  pre- 
vents operations  can  threaten 
lives  — already  a subject  of 
controversy*  at  one  I^don 
hospital.  Individual  house- 
holds can  lose  electricity  and 
warmth  when  it's  most 
needed  — which  for  the  very 
old  can  mean  death.  Just  the 
possiblity  of  a power  cut  be- 
comes a major  source  of 
won*)*  even  for  those  for 
sucb  concerns  are  lu)- 
justifled:  after  all,  who  wants 
to  die  fixun  hypothermia?  Ihe 
power  companies  have 
reduced  their  risk  — but  in- 
creased ours. 

Perhaps  more  seriously,  the 
demand  for  oil  and  gas  is  ris- 
ing rapidly  across  tbe  globe, 
r^roduclng  almost  exactly 
the  potential  imbalance  be- 
tween supply  and  demand 
that  led  to  &e  1970s  oil 
shocks. 

*nie  utilities  provide  the 
public  good  d energy  for  alL 
This  ethic  could  have  been 
retained,  even  after  privatisa- 
tion. But  it  has  been  lost 
through  greed,  indifferent 
regulation  and  the 
orientation  of  British  corpo- 
rate life;  it  will  not  be 
regained.  So  get  used  to  shiv- 
ering and  endlessly 
the  VCR  after  power  cuts  — 
and  don't  forget  to  congratu- 
late the  directors  on  tbeir 
business  acumen! 


Sauce  for  goose 


If  John  Major’s  electoral  plans 
for  Ulster  were  applied  to 
mainland  Britain,  they  could 
result  in  the  break-up  of  the  UK, 
argues  Vemoii  Bogdanor 


' Imwii 


IN  ALL  tbe  arguments 
about  tbe  proposed  elec- 
tions ' in  Northern  Ire- 
iflnH,  DO  one  has  stopped 
to  remark  on  the  ease 
with  whieb  3dm  blajor  has 
accept  elections  by  single 
transferable  vote  to  a 
volved  assembly  in  the  prov- 
ince. Meanwhile,  when  pro- 
posed for  the  mainland,  bis 
administration  denounces 
both  prpporticaial  representa- 
tion and  devolution,  as  con- 
trary to  parliamentary  rov- 
emment  and  likely  to  lead  to 
the  break-up  of  the  country. 

. Ireland.,  however,  has  al- 
ways been  a.  laboratory  for 
constitutional  change.  Before 
the  first  world  war,  the  Lib- 
eral prime  minister,  HH.A» 
Qultii.  sugg^ted  tbat  Irish 
Home  Rule  could  lead  to  a 
federal  Britain.  In  the  ISZOs 
and  1930S.  tbe  Irish  Free  State 
helped  as  a Dominimi  to  rede- 
flne  the  Commonwealth 
relationship,  so  paving  the 
way  for  the  admission  of  In- 


dia as  a republic  in  190.  In 
19^  proportioaBl  representa- 
tion Iv  the  stas^e  traxuteable 
vote  was  introduced  for  all 
elections  in  Northern  Ireland 
other  than  Sections  to  the 
House  of  CoTumons  — show- 
ing tbat  STV  was  perfectly 
feasible  both  technically  and 
administratively.  In  the  same 
year,  the  KUlnnndon  Com- 
mlmioa  on  the  Constitution 
proposed  that  devolved  as- 
semblies be  elected  by  STV. 
No  wonder  the  Electoral 
Raform  Society  declared  1973 
a "Red-Ejettsr  Year”,  in  which 
"the  reform  which  this  socl- 
es se^ ...  is  something 
now  operating  within  the 
United  Kingdmn  and  racom- 
mended  for  extended  vse  by  a 
distinguished  official  body”. 

Could  the  Framework  Doc- 
ument on  Norfoem  Ireland, 
published  in  1995  by  the  Brit- 
ish  and  IriA  governments, 
prove  a harbinger  of  coostitu- 
clumge  on  the  main- 
land? For  document  pro- 


posed-a  whole  raff  of  constitu- 
tional  devices  — xwoportional 
representation,  devolution, 
referendums,  power-sharing 
and  a charter  of  rights  — 
wbich  John  Major  has  ruled 
out  for  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Wing  Ann  as  destruc- 
tive of  cons^tiOT. 

Why  have  ministers  'oem 
so  prepared  to  accept  consti- 
tutiooal  phwngMi  ia  Nortiiem 
Ireland  which  they  regard  as 
anathema  elsewhere?  The 
cyttical  answer  would  be  that 
while  they  are  anxious  to 
maintain  tbe  Union  with 
Scotiand,  they  are  IndtBtarent 
as  to  whether  Northern  Ire- 
land goes  or  staynlhey  have, 
as  tile  E^amework  Document 
reiterates,  "no  — strate- 
gic or  ecoaiomic  interest  in 
Northern  Ireland”,  a phrase 
the  Government  would 
hardly  dare  to  use  about  any 
ottaar  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Is  it  *hgn  that  .Tn>m 
Mejor,  as  David  Trimble  (ttie 
Ulster  Unionist  leader)  once 
suggested,  is  indeed  a union- 
ist only  in  Scotland? 

It  would  be  difficult  to  deny 
the  element  of  truth  in  this 
acctisation.  Tbe  traditional 
drfence  of  the  Union,  after  all, 
was  that  not  only  did  tbe 
people  of  Northeni  h«land 
wish  to  remain,  but  that  they 
were  right  to  do  so  since  they 
would  be  better  governed 


within  tile  United  Kingdom 
t-hwn  elsewhere.  This  has  now 
been  reduced  to  tbe  me^- 
mouthed  assertion  that  so 
long  as  Northern  Ireland 
wishes  to  remain,  Westmin- 
ster will  COOtinue  to  asftiirno 
tbe  responsibilities  of  govern- 
ment it  is  hardly  a ringing 
teidcsaement  d tiiie  Union. 

' A less  cynical  answer,  bow^ 
ever,  was  given  in  tbe  Frai^ 
work  Document.  This  de- 
clared that  Nortiiem  Ireland 
is  different  in  tiiat  there  is 
‘Timdamental  abseice  of  con- 
sensus:'’ on  constitutional 
Issues,  Yet  it  is  not  so  much 
the  absence  of  consensus  tbat 
has  moved  tiie  (jovenuneni 
but  the  nature  d the  guff' 
between  majority  end 
minority. 

For  Northern  Ireland  is 
alone  in  tbe  United  Kingdom 
in  possessing  a minority  a 
significant  portion  of  which 
seeks  to  belong  to  anfttHot- 
state  — tiie  Irteh  Republic. 
And  only  In  Northern  Ireland 
is  a minori^  of  that  minority 
prepared  to  use  violence  to 
end  British  rule. 

Yet  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand why  mincaities  whkh 
do  not  resort  to  violence  are 
any  less  deservizu  of  protec- 
tion, hi  ScotiaoUw  examine, 
da»e  is  also  a "fiindazneiital 
absence  of  consensus”  on  eou- 
stitutional  issnes.  If  survey 


evidence  is  to  be  believed, 
only  a minority  of  Scots  are 
satisfied  witii  tbe  status  quo. 
Another  minority  seek  s^- 
ration,  while  the  mqority 
wwm  to  fevour  legislative  d^ 
vrdution. 

But  in  contrast  with  Nortii- 
em Ireland,  not  only  does 
John  Major  refuse  to  consider 
de^utlon.  be  declares  tiiat  it 
would  inevitably  lead  to  tbe 
break-up  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Why  is  the  United  King- 
dom more  likely  to  be  broken 
up  by  those  who  use  peactiiil 
aM  constitutional  means  to 
secure  change  than  by  those 
who  use  violence?  V%y  are 
minortties  in  England  less  de- 
serving of  protection  through 
a charter  than  the  nationalist 
minority  in  Northern  Ire- 
land? These  are  difficult  and 
peihaps  dangerous  questions. 
They  are  certainly  questions 
that  ministers  are  Ill- 
equipped  to  answer. 

UT  tiie  British  con- 
stitution is  not  onh^ 
unfeir  to  minorities. 
It  is  usflur,  also,  to 
the  majority.  Under  our 
rougb-and-ready  electoral 
system,  the  last  three  Conser- 
vative governments  secured 
overall  mujorities  — land- 
slide majorities,  indeed,  in 
1983  and  1367  — on  just  42  per 
cent  of  file  vote. 

Tbe  Conservatives  have 
quite  happily  governed  in  tbe 
face  of  the  nearly  tinee-jSflhs 
cf  the  voters  who  r^ected 
them.  Yet.  while  insisting 
tiiat  the  minorz^  in  Nortiiem 
Ireland  be  given  a place  in  tbe 
govenunent  of  the  province, 
the  Conservatives  r^Use  to 
countenance  a voting  method 
wbich  would  ensure  that  a 
majority  in  the  commons  rej^ 
resents  e majority  in  tbe 
country. 

If  there  is  a fundamental 
leitmotif  to  the  Northern  Ic^ 
land  policies  d ffie  govern- 
ments led  by  Margaret 
Thatcher  and  John  Major,  it 
is  tiiat  of  power-sharing.  They 
have  insisted  tbat  tiie  union- 
ist majority  in  Northern  Ire- 
land Share  power  both  with 
tbe  nationalist  minority 
within  tiie  province  and  with 
the  Irish  RepuUia  ’The  guid- 
ing principle  of  the  Ftaiiie- 
worts  Document  was  “that  the 
consent  of  tbe  ^emed  Is  an 
essential  ingre£ent  fto  stabil- 
ity in  any  political  arrange- 
sieDt”.  But  is  there  any  evi- 
dence that  this  consent 
continues  to  be  givm  to  ctm- 
stitiitional  arrai^ements  on 
tbe  wainiflTirfy  Nearly  three- 
fifths  of  the  electorate,  after 
all.  voted  in  1992  for  parties 
proposing  constitutional 
duu^.  Tbe  Conservatives, 

. moreover,  have  set  their  face 
agahwet  any  Other  method  of 
aik-W4wg  consent  such  as  the 
referendum  which  Kenneth 
Claike  has  anathematised  as 
contrary  to  tbe  principles  d 
: parliamentary  government  — 
except,  cf  course,  in  Northern 
' Ireland. 

The  Framework  Document 
pnmosed  that  Northern  Ire- 
land enjoy  the  constitutional 
ehedss  and  balances  »>*««•  we 
have  oOered  in  the  p2ist  to 
cokmies  b^bre  independence. 
They  are  also  the  very  consti- 
tutional devices  that  we 
pressed  upon  the  new  Federal 
German  state  after  the 'war.  Is 
it  not  time  that  we  hrmiii  to 
consider  vrtiether  we  mi^t 
not  at  last  bestow  these  same 
benefits  upon  ourselves? 

Vernon  Bogdanor  is  Reader  In 
Government  at  Oxford 
University  and  a Fellow  of 

BrasenoseColiege.  Hla  essays 

on  PelllJes  and  the  Conatllution 
will  be  published  shortly  by 
Dartmouth 


David  McKie 


■ WENT  to  Berkshire  yester- 
day, which,  unless  the 
Bouse  of  Lords  takes  a dif- 
ferent view  from  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  is  something  one 
wont  be  able  to  do  for  much 
longer.  In  a local  government 
review  once  forecast  to  be  a 
cull  of  the  counties.  Royal 
Beikshire  ~ alone  of  the  an- 
cient counties  — is  marked 
do^  along  with  the  1970s 
concoctions  Avon,  Cleveland 
and  Humberside,  for  extinc- 
tion. 

Astonishingly  the  county 
connived  in  its  own  destruc- 
tk^  Inflamed  by  the  scent  cf 
electoral  advantage,  the  con- 
trolling Labour-Liberal  Demo- 
crat coalition  joiifed  the  six 
district  councils  and  tiie  coun- 
ty’s seven  MFs  in  recommend- 
ii^  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Commission  should 
obliterate  Berkshire.  Almost 
one  in  four  of  the  submissions 
put  into  the  LGC  by  the  sort  d 
people  who  ronember  to  put  i 
in  submissions  on  occasions 
like  this  wore  of  just  the  same 
mind.  True,  when  Mori  asked 
the  people  of  Berkshire,  they 
found  that  the  two-tier  system 
was  heavily  preferred  to  any 
otiier  option  on  offer.  Had  just 
one  major  player  stuck  out  for 
the  status  quo.  that  option 
might  have  stayed  on  the 
table.  But  the  weight  of  tiie 
submissions  had  forced  the 
commissumers’  hands. 

So  we  now  have  tiie  ludi- 
crous spectacle  of  a counly 
council  irtildi  argued  that  it 
ou^t  to  be  scrapped  payi^ 
huge  sums  of  public  money  in 
leg^  actions  to  try  to  get  that 
recommendation  reversed. 
Les&,  it  appears,  from  the  fory 
of  tile  public  backlash  than 
because  the  balance  on  tiie 
council  has  changed  and 
people  who  want  to  save  tiie 
county  have  come'out  on  top. 
But  it’s  probably  too  late.  And 
yet,  in  a curious  way.  tt  may 
be  that  Berkshire  feces  obliv- 
ion partly  because  it  lacks  the 
will  to  survive.  Its  people  have 
baldly  risen  In  unified  pro- 
test There’s  littie  sense  so  fer 
of  affronted  common  cause. 

There  is  still  a traditional 
Berkshire,  out  to  the  west 
where  county  dialect  survives, 
and  people  say  ‘'criminany!” 
when  surprised,  and  all^ 
that  someone  who  shows  irri- 
tation is  "kekklt”.  Ihae  are 
still  delectable  swathes  of 
country  where  life  seems  to  go 
OD  mucdi  as  before,  over  tiie 
windswept  downs  between 
Newbury  and  tiie  Thames,  or 
north  west  up  tiie  Lamboum 
Valley. 

But  tiiere’s  littie  echo  of  tbat 
in  tiie  east,  where  the  end  of 
one  built-im  draa.  fer  fixnn 
promising  liberation,  inevita- 
bly fiequently  mEaaly  signals 


the  start  d tbe  next  ITiis 
sense  of  disjointedness  is 
made  worse  by  the  furious 
pace  d tbe  count’s  e^ian- 
sl(^  from  413,000  in  1951  to 
774.000  in  a vastly  smaller 
acreage  now.  There  is  only 
one  new  town  in  the  county: 
Bracknell,  where  tiie  pari^ 
population  has  grown  since 
the  1950s  from  5,000  to  50,000. 
But  Ihe  savage  jaessures  of 
population  growth  and  the 
shift  to  south-east  England 
have  created  other  force-fed 
communties  too;  like  Earley 
and  Woodley  on  the  outskiits 
of  Reading,  four  or  five  rimag 
tiie  size  ttet  they  were  in  the 
eariy  fifties,  or  further 
Theale  (1,500  to  10,000)  and 
Thatcham  (5,000  to  20,000). 
Evolutionary  growth,  people 
can  just  about  take:  such  ex^- 
neered  expansions,  destroying 
cemtinuity.  discomfits  them. 

Even  more  hurtfUl,  perhaps, 
was  tbe  znajor  amputatkm  toe 
' county  suffered  in  the  seven- 
ties when,  abaudonlng  the 
Thames,  the  coimty*s  natural 
boundary  fium  its  beginnings, 
a notable  chunk  cf  the  county 
between  Oxford  to  the 
Ridgeway  was  struck  frmn  the 
map.  George  OrweJl  was 
buried  in  Berkshire,  in  the 
churchyard  at  Sutton  Cour- 
tenay, but  he  too  is  now  in 
Oxfonlshire.  Even  tbe  utoite 
horse  at  nffingtnw,  the  coun- 
t/s  traditional  symbol  con- 
tained in  its  coat  of  arms,  was 
lost  to  it 

You  can  see  the  results  in 
Mori’s  findings  on  people's 
sense  of  community.  Askkl  if 
they  felt  any  strong  sense  of 
beloi^ing  to  Berkshire,  only 
43  per  cent  said  yes:  discount- 
ing Avon  and  Humberside, 
one  of  tiie  lowest  figures  in 
England  (Hertfordshire,  an- 
other county  peppered  with 
new  and  rapidly  espanded 
communities,  somed  44.)  Just 
possibly  a more  seductive 
county  town  might  have 
helped.  Decmxt,  solid,  Uugely 
unmemorable  Reading  is  close 
enough  to  tiie  centre,  but  it 
doesn't  draw  the  county 
together  as  tiie  best  county 
towns  — Hertford,  Colchester, 
Nmvrich,  Ipswich  — so  satis- 
fyingly  do.  So  Bracknell 
shops  largely  in  Bracknell, 
and  Newbury  ^ops  in  New- 
bury. and  Windsor  and  Maid- 
enhead in  Windsor  and  Maid- 
enhead. 

It  isn't  merely  romantic  to 
say  tiiat  Shropshire  has  a 
Shropshireness,  or  Dorset  a 
Dorsetness.  where  Berkshire 
lai^  a Berkshireness.  foit 
that’s  true  d Hertfordshire 
too:  and  Hertfordshire  has 
been  saved. 

The  outcome  in  the  Lords 
win  not  turn,  however,  on 
local  sentiment:  only  on 
whetiier,  in  varying  tbe  UKU’s 
last  word  on  the  sulgect  (f^ 
unitary  autiiorities)  to  his 
own  solution  — six  (the  solu- 
timi  also  fevoured  by  aU  but 
one  the  county’s  MPs)  — 
John  Gammer  has  gone  be- 
yond mere  "modification”  to 
something  more  strenuous. 
On  tenhninai,  dictionary 
matter,  a tiiousand  years  of 
Berkshire  history  hangs. 
Crinunany! 
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The  Open 
University 


PROFESSIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  FRC3GRAMMES 


M.Sc.  in 
Computing 
through 
open  learning 

The  Open  Universty  offers  experienced  computer  users 
and  DP  rnanagers  the  chance  to  obtain  an  MSc  degree  in 
Computing  for  Commerce  and  Industry.  You  don't  need  a 
previous  degree  for  entry  to  the  programme. 


Topics  indude:  • Software  engineering  • Object 
Oriented  Software  Technology  • Artifidal  intelligence 

• Project  management  • Relational  database  ^sterns 

• Computer  architecCures  ft  operating  systems  • User 
interface  design  ft  developm^  • Digital  telecomms 


OU  supported  open  learning 
OU  open  learning  helps  you  plan  your  study  programme 
to  fit  your  work  pattern.  Study  wherever  you  live,  in  your 
own  time.  We  supply  ail  study  materials,  tutorial  support  and 
continuous  assesxnent  Courses  can  be  taken  as  orie-offe  or 
combined  to  earn  Diploma  or  MSc  quaJitications. 

Whether  your  interest  is  personal  or  corporate,  it's  good  to 
know  that  these  courses  are  used  and  recognised  1^  many  of 
the  UK's  leading  companie  and  organisations.  Send  off  now, 
or  phone  the  OU  Hotline  901 908  652590 
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Sandor  lharos 


Runner  held  back 
by  love,  not  tanks 


The  death  at  the 

age  or  65  of  Sandor  ' 
lharos,  who  set 
world  athletic 
reconls  at  seven  dis- 
tances in  tte  space  of  13 
months.  ev(^  memories  of 
the  fifties,  when  Hungry’s 
spirit  was  expressed  in  its 
sporting  achievements. 

There  was  Puskas  and  his 
fbotballers,  and  the  trio  (tf 
Laszlo  Tabori.  listvao  Rozsa- 
volgyi  and  lharos  on  Europe’s 
atblklc  tracks.  One  Olympic 
brottze  med^  between  the 
three  of  them  seems  sU^ 
reward  for  such  talent,  but 
their  running  lives  moved 
Into  the  shadows  of  the  1956 
Budapest  uprising,  when 
Soviet  tanks  crushed  some  of 
their  fellow  citizens  and 
blurred  that  concentration 
which  every  sportsman  needs. 

Tether  lharos  would  have 
challenged  Vladimir  Ruts  and 
Gordon  Pirie  in  the  epic  Olym- 
pic lOJXn  metres  sUnggle  at 
the  Melbourne  Olympics  that 
year  must  be  a conversational 
piece  for  those  who  remember 
the  White  CiW  Bank  Holiday 
meetings  in  which  the  Hun- 
garians always  seemed  to  be  a 
part  Yet  the  popular  notion 


Ramon  Vinay 


that  miury  or  the  Soviets  pre- 
vented lharos  going  to  Met 
bourne  is  now  Is^  to  rest  ^ it 
was  love  that  him  back. 
That  Slimmer,  he  met  a javelin 
thrower  and  his  dedication  to 
training  wavered.  When  the 
Hungarian  competitors  gath- 
ered after  the  Soviet  interven- 
tion, decided  the  Olym- 
pics were  the  best  place  to 
demons^e  Hun8ary*'s  inde- 
pendencej  all  except  Karos. 

On  the  track,  he  imvided 
startling  e\’idence  of  his  scope 
and  brilliance  — and  some 
rather  heavy  donbts.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  heart  but  little 
else,  other  than  frail-looking 
ele^ce.  At  half  an  inch 
under  sbc  foot,  he  barely 
tipped  the  scale  at  9st  61bs.  Yet 
on  the  track  he  was  the  epit- 
ome of  athleticism:  were  those 
feet  touching  the  track,  or  had 
his  master  coach.  Mihalyi 
^oL  devised  anotlier  method 
of  motion? 

But  lharos  did  not  have  tbe 
physical  or  pertiaps  the  men- 
tal strength  to  cope  with 
championship  running;  he 
was  best  when  the  opposition 
had  from  his  slipstream 
and  he  could  concentrate  on 
his  battle  with  time.  He  glided 


Sound  and 
vision 


HAAfOiV  VINA  Y,  who  has  died 
aged  83.  was  Toscanini's 
Otello  for  HCA  in  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  op^tic 
recordings.  Born  in  ef 

French  and  Italian  parents,  he 
was  educated  in  Axmce  and 
only  look  to  singing  (baritonei 
in  Mexico,  where  he  was  work- 
ingin  his  father's  saddlery.  He 
went  in  /br  a Coca-Cola  sing- 
ing con^/etUioa.  and  in  1931 
made  his  debut  at  the  Mexico 
City  Opera  as  Alphonse  in  La 
Faoorite.  Five  years  later,  he 
nomined  os  o tenor  and  be- 
came one  the  most  succes^ul 
heroic  voices  of  the  19-Ws  and 
1950s.  with  roles  such  as  Dan 
Jose.  Samson.  Des  Grieux.  and 
later  Radames.  Otello,  and 
Tristan  opposite  Kirsten  Flag- 
stad. even  though  he  knew  no 
German.  For  the  first  six  years 
of  the  reopened  Bayreuth  Festi- 
val he  was  the  main  heldmte- 
nor  Siegmund  (with  Astrid 
Vamay,  who  writes  below,  as 
Brtinnhilde).  Parsifal  Tann- 
hduser.  as  well  as  Tr^tan.  He 
triump^  as  Qyruno  de  Ber- 
gerac in  Aydno's  operatic  ver- 
sion at  the  Scala.  also  singing 
Lensky,  Caaio,  Samson  and 
Herod.  His  final  years  took 
him  back  to  the  baritone  regis- 
ter, as  Teltvmitnd  in  Lohen- 
grin, as  Bartoi/o,  Falstaff,  Dr 
Schdn.  and  logo,  though  his 
farewell  to  the  stage  was 
returning  to  the  rote  ^ Otello 
in  his  own  production,  in 
whidi  he  was  playing  logo  — 
just  for  the  last  act. 


OF  THE  many  escel- 
lent  tenors  I have  en- 
countered on  the 
opera  stage,  very  few  | 
have  had  the  steriii^  physical  i 
characteristics  attributed  to 
them  in  the  story.  Ramon 
\^nay,  with  whom  f appeared 
both  in  his  trademark  role  of 
Otello  and  in  many  Wagne- 
rian performances,  bad  it  all 


into  the  territory  of  the  Finn 
PaavT)  Nurmi  as  the  only  other 
runner  to  break  boK  the 
world  1500  metre  and  10,000 
metres  records. 

As  a member  of  the  Honved 
Army  Club,  he  and  his  col- 
leagnes  were  fiiU-time  ath- 
letes. Mibalyt  one  of  file 
world’s  leading  coaches, 
brought  him  to 'a  plateau  of 
peifectioQ  in  1955.  hi  1954.  he 
broke  tbe  European  ISOO 
metres  record  with  3 mina  42.4 
secs,  and  after  another  win- 
ter’s work  — Mihalyi's  atb- 
> letes  were‘ doing  two  sessions 
I of  nimdng  a day,  when  R<^er 
I Bannister  and  company  were 
into  four  or  five  a week  — 
lharos  ran  into  a I63^1ay 
golden  pateb  in  which  he 
broke  six  world  marks. 

The  first  was  in  Budapest  on 
May  14,  when  he  ran  7 mins 
55.6secs  for  3.00Q  metres,  to 
break  the  record  of  7 mins  58.8 
secs,  set  six  years  by 

Gaston  Reiff.  ai  Belgium.  Fif- 
teen days  later,  at  file  White 
City-  he  took  advantage  of  glo- 
rious spring  sunshine,  a 45.000 
crowd  and  Laszlo  Tabori  as  an 
erratic  pacemaker.  This 
paper's  then  athletics  corre- 
spondent L/ury  Montague,  de- 


— the  voice,  the  musician- 
ship.  the  theatrical  fiair.  and 
last  but  assui^y  not  least, 
those  Latin  good  looks  that 
make  any  woman’s  heart  beat 
fester. 

Ramon  and  I were  very 
much  on  the  same  wave- 
length when  it  came  to  art- 
ist^*. We  both  believed  in  1 
going  the  last  mile  and  then  1 
some  for  a Characterisation, 
and  this  devotion  to  our  tasks 
sometimes  led  to  mighty  out- 
bursts of  Latin  temperament 
In  one  case,  during  a Bay- 
reuth season  early  in  the 
193QS.  both  Ramon  and  1 
found  ourselves  at  logger- 
heads  with  the  conductor. 
Herbert  von  Karajan,  who 
seemed  to  be  coacencratlns 
more  on  the  mystical 
rhythms  within  his  own 
brain  than  on  tbe  Llebstod 
music  In  the  Tristan  And 
Isolde  score. 

While  I attempted  to  soothe 
the  situation  as  much  as  poss- 
ible. Ramon's  response  to  the 
frustrations  of  having  to  sing 
in  time  with  me  without  a 
clear  tempo  tbe  pit  was 
to  bolt  from  the  stage,  vault  a 
fence,  and  start  running  into 
an  adjoining  field  — where 
my  husband,'  Hermann  Wei- 
gert,  who  was  on  the  Bay- 
reuth musical  staff,  found 
himself  using  the  fUU  mea- 
sure of  his  not  inconsiderable 
diplomatic  skills  to  assuage 
the  situation  and  get  Ramdn 
back  on  stage.  Our  final  s<du- 
tion  was  simply  to  ignore  Ka- 
rajan as  much  as  possible  and 
tap  out  the  rhythm  disoneetly 
on  one  another’s  palm. 

Ramon's  many  exceptional 
qualities  are  a matter  of  pub- 
lic record  and  a thriUing 
memory  for  anyone  who  ever 
witnes^  one  of  his  perfor- 
mances in  the  theatre,  or  has 
heard  it  on  record.  My  own 
special  memories  include  his 
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’Trademark  role . . . Vlnay's  Otello  at  Govent  Garden  in  19^ 


remarkable  mental  dexterity 
in  times  o£  emergency.  In  one 
case,  he  actually  took  what 
might  have  been  an  embar- 
rassing moment  and  used  his 
rapid-fire  imagination  to  turn 
the  emengency  into  a deeply 
touching  theatrical  moment. 

The  performance  in  ques- 
tion was  Otello  at  the  Mexico 
City  Opera,  where  we  were  1 
guest  artists.  In  the  last  act  of 
the  opera.  I had  already  been 
done  in  by  my  jealous  hus- 
band. but  ibund  myself  lying  1 
on  the  edge  of  the  bed  with  j 
my  arm  resting  uncomfort- ' 
ably  on  the  wooden  bed  | 
frame.  Under  these  circum- 
stances. it  was  a more  than 
daunting  challenge  to  feign 
death  with  my  arm  threaten- 
ing to  jerk  involuntarily  away 
from  me. 

Lucluly.  Ramon  had  just 
begun  to  sing  tbe  final,  heart- 
rending phrases  of  his  fare- 
well to  "my”  Desdemona,  and 
so  1 was  able  to  whisper  to 
him  during  one  of  the  musical 


pauses:  ’’Ramon,  my  arm!”. 
His  spontaneous  reaction, 
without  breaking  character 
or  interrupting  .the  flow  of 
music  in  any  way,  was  to  take 
my  hand  and  arm  tenderly  to 
his  chest,  where  he  adoringly 
caressed  the  allegedly  defiinct 
limb  in  the  final  throes  of  his 
own  fadii^  life. 

1 often  wonder  how  many  in 
the  audience,  whose  sniffles 
of  sorrow  I could  clearly  bear 
from  my  position  on  stage, 
realised  that  this  g^ture  of 
sublime  devotion  had  been 
caused  by  a cramped  arm 
position  and  not  by  tbe  tran- 
scendent genius  of  some  pro- , 
ducer.  It  was  singing  with ' 
Ramon  Vinay  that  made  me 
aware  bow  complete  the  oper- 
atic experience  could  be.  We 
will  not  see  Ills  like  again. 

Asirid  Vamay 

Ramon  Vinay.  operatic  tenor  and 
baritone,  bom  August  31,  1912: 
died  -lanuary  4. 19M 
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scribed  lharos  as  “a  beauti- 
ftUly  made  lithe  .figure  ... 
prancing  along  in  second 
place".  With  two  htps  remazn- 
Ing,  Tabori  dropped  out  and 
lharos  floated  on,  fiitnlrfng 
about  clodts  not  men  — only 
to  be  dfstutted  by  die  rising 
roar  of  the  crowd  as  York- 
shire’s Ken  .Wood  began  bear- 
ing down  on  him.  The  gap 
narrowed  to  fbur  yards  on  the 
last  lap:  Wood  <xi  the 

filial  bend,  but  lharos  just 
lifted  his  knees  a litde 
and  took  his  ];af2e  of  8 mtwa 
33.4  secs  — seven  seomds  in- 
side the  old  record. 

Two  months  later,  be  broke 
the  world  1500  metres  mark 
, with  3 mins  40.8  secs,  and  then  , 
I in  September  and  October 
I broke  tbe  5/100  metres  record 
twice  (13  tntns  S0.8  sees  and  13 
mins  40.6  secs),  plus  a three 
miles  record  (13  witrig  14.2 
' secs)  in  the  second  of  those 
races. 

But  his  greatest  record- 
breaking  perfbnoance  came 
on  July  IS,  1956,  when  he  low- 
ered Bmlle  Zatepek's  10.000 
metres  time  by  an  astonishing 
12.2  seconds,  with  a run  of  28 
mins  42.08  secs.  The  Soviet 
Unkm's  \’ladimir  Kuts  beat  it 


Sandor Ihsuros . ..agreatheartmafimil-lookisgbody 


two  months  later,  but  the  pair  | 
were  not  to  meet  in  Mel- ' 
bourne. 

lharos  and  Mihalyi  soon 
parted,  teaving  many  to  won- 
der what  at  fiie  age  of  26;  he 
bad  left  undone  on  the  athletic 
track.  His  marriage  was  brirf 
and,  after  a sports  school 
coaching  post  be  turned  to 
alcohol,  sold  vegetables,  then 
worked  at  a peti^  pump. 
Eight  years  ago,  be  suffered  a 


mild  stroke  and.  more 
recently,  came  back  Into 
Budapest  society,  gathering 
again  with  those  sporting 
champions  who  made  Hungar- 
ian hearts  beat  fester  40  years 
ago. 

John  Rodda 

Sender  lharos.  athlete,  born 
March  lO,  1930;  died  January  24, 
1996 


Ulrich  Loewenthal 


Seeing  ibises 


ULRICH  Loewenthal,  I 
who  has  dM  aged  72. 
was  a philologist  the 
British  Library's  senior  cora- 
tor  of  printed  books  and  an 
authority  on  almost 
everything. 

He  was  one  of  fear  children, 
bom  in  Ki^  Germany,  to  a 
Lutheran  mother  and  Jewish 
father.  *rbree  years  after  the 
Nazi  takeover,  be  was  evacu- 
' ated  to  Britain.  Wife  the  war. 

I he  was  interned  on  the  Isle  of 
I Man  and  later  deportal  to  a 
Canadian  tntemmenf  camp, 
where  he  spent  three  years 
developing  most  of  his  quality 
of  endurance  and  a loafiiing 
for  mashed  potatoes. 

'Hiking  a modem  language 
degree  at  Toronto  University, 
he  met  his  Trinidadian  wlfe- 
tCK'be,  Enid  Kjelly.  left  for 
Jamaica  and  IXirith  taught 
English  at  Jamaica  College, 
where  his  students  included 
Stuart  Han.  Back  in  Britain  in 
1962,  he  joined  the  British  Mu- 
seum as  a research  assistant 
in  the  printed  book  de;^- 
ment  — a job  perfectly  suited 
to  his  encyclopaedic  knowl- 
edge of  everything  from  zool- 
ogy and  British  birds  to  Afri- 
can art  and  vrorld  literature. 

After  his  retirement  in  1885 
be  worked  on  translations 
and  in  consultancy  but  his 


Another  Day 


linguistic  talents  were  put  to 
full  use  in  his  Invaluable  con- 
tribution to  a major  Italian- 
based  research  prefect,  fiie 
Renaissance  linguistic  ar- 
chive for  the  Henry  Sweet 
Philological  Society. 

In  retirement  he  indulged 
his  love  of  nature,  travel  and 
wildlife.  A socialist  and  proto 
New  Man  — he  took  bis 
grandson  to  a mother  and 
toddler  group  where,  airnfuiiy 
chan^g  nappies,  he  was  the 
only  wiaip  — - he  was  a family 
man  wedged  between  the 
Caribbean  culture  that  he 
loved  through  his  wife  anH 
the  Europe  that  sha]^  his 
early  life.  When  con- 
tracted Alzheimer’s  four 
years  ago.  he  retraced  with 
her  his  steps  to  Trinidad,  to 
his  beloved  Caroni  mangrove 
swamp  to  see  the  scarlet 
ibises  and  egrite. 

Composer  Barrington  Phe- 
loung.  one  of  his  several  fos- 
ter children,  said  he  would 
now  have  to  plug  into  the 
Internet  to  achieve  ansrwbere 
near  tbe  breadth  of  knowl- 
edge that  Ulrich  possessed. 

Betty  LoowenthoJ 

Heinz'  UInch  Loewenthal,  bom 
August  23,  1923:  died  December 
27,  1995 


January  31.  1915.  To  Harriet 
MonroeiPoe  is  a good  enough 
poet,  and  after  Whitman  tbe 
America  has  produced 
(jnobably?).  He  is  a damn  bad 
mocfel  and  is  c«1ainly  not  to 
be  set  up  as  a model,  to  anyone 
who  writes  in  Englt^  Now  as 
to  Eliot'  "Mr  Prufrock”  does 
not  "go  off  at  the  end”,  ft  is  a 
portrait  of  failure,  orofachar- 
acter  wiiicb  fells,  and  it  would 
be  falK  art  to  make  it  end  oa  a 
note  cf  triumph.  I di^lke  file 
paragraph  about  Hamlet,  but  it 
is  an  a^y  and  cbolsbed  bit 
and  TJ:.  wem't  give  it  up.  and 


I as  it  is  the  only  portiaa  of  the 
' poem  that  mc^  readers  will 
like  at  first  teading.  I don't  see 
that  it  will  do  much  barm.  Fbr 
' tbe  rest  a portrait  'satire  on 
ftitilify  can't  end  by  turning 
fiiat  quintessence  futility. 
Mr  P.,  into  a reformed  charac- 
ter breath^  out  fire  and 
ozone  ...  I assure  you  it  is  i 
better,  "more  unique”,  fiian  i 
the  other  poems  of  Eliot  which 
1 have  seen.  'Also  fiiat  he  Is 
quite  inteUigent  (an  adjective  I 
which  is  seldom  in  my  mouth).  I 
Esra  Pound,  Sdeaed  Letters.  i 

Nev  Dirozions,  i960.  I 


The  Guardian 


Wednesday 


Barbara  Skelton 


Short  stories 
and  liaisons 


BARJ5ARA  SKELWW. 
who  has  died  aged  79. 

became  a star  witboot 

ever  going  on  the 
stage.  Her  radiant  beauty 
attracted  a string  of  lover^ 
mcluding  Kenneth  Tynan  ^ 
Egypt's  King  Farouk,  and  led 
to  marriages  to  writer  and 
critic  Cyril  Connolly,  pul^ 
lisb^  George  Weldenfeld  and 
millionaire  Derek  Jackson. 
But  she  was  also  a writer  of 
distinction.  , 

Barbara  was  bom  in  Maid- 
enhead, the  eldi^  child  of  an 
army  officer  and  a Scandina- 
vian-born Gaiety  Theatre  girl 
There  was  big  money  in  the 
area,  and  a smattering  of  thea- 
irical  Ilvii^  in  the  Fish- 
eries Estate  between  Maidffl- 
hftari  Brid^  and  Bray  on  the 
Thames.  The  town  of  her 
childhood  was  sleepy,  but 
there  was  also  a risque  qual- 
ify, miitomised  in  tbe  notori- 
ous  Smndle’s  BoteL  | 

By  file  time  I met  Barbara  . 
she  had  already  produced  not  I 
only  her  first  autobiography. 
Tears  Before  Bedtime,  but  sev- 
eral novds  in  which  She  told 
all,  or  nearly  all  One  of  them. 
A Love  Match  0968).  was 
pulped  after  film-maker  John 
Sutro  threatened  libel  action. 

Victor  GoUanez'  described 
her  as  **006  cf  tbe  best  writers 
in  the  country”.  She  counted 
many  influential  men  among 
her  admirers,  and  I often  won- 
dered how  she  ftemd  the  time 
fbr  writing.  But  write  she  did, 
at  her  best  as  a short  stay 
writer,  coming  into  her  own 
wift  Bon  L^rs  in  1965, 
hailed  by  Anthony  Powell 
when  those  12  witty  stories  — 
about  Manhattan  males  — 
first  appeared  in  Alan  Ross’s 
London  Magazine.  Ross,  a one- 
time lover,  thoui^t  her  best 
work  had  a “devastating  vein 
of  satirical  caricature'’.  Un- 
I prepared  for  fiielr  next  dlsap- 
I pointment  he  observed,  "file 
i losers”  soldiered  on. 

' Sbe  went  on  too,  balancing 
love  and  her  literary  exis- 
tence. In  1998.  a second  and 
; last  autobiography.  Remem- 
' bering  My  Good  fViends, 
appear^. 

(Tyril  (kninoUy.  who  she 
married  in  19S0,  cited  Weiden- 
feid  in  his  1956  divorce  action 
against  Barbara.  In  Weiden- 
feld's  later  1961  divorce  from 


Skelton.  - .writer of talen 

her.  he  cited  Ctonnolly.  Hr 
third  hdsband.  Der^  J^* 
son.  was  much  married  h^ 
self,  and  she  parted  with  a 
settlement  substantial  enou^ 

to  keep  her  in  style  near  Par^ 

' But  that  was  when  sb 
wasn’t  back  in  London.  Jto  tni 
city  she  made  her  old  fevom 
ite  a bonne,  and  wquB 

until  his  death  in  tbe  1976 

sometimes  stay  with  Co- 

noUy.  Childless  herself  sfe 
was  nursed  in  her  last  lUnes 
by  one  of  Connolly^ 
dau^ters.  . 

It  was  Connolly  who  intn- 
duced  her  to  King  Farouk  f 
Egypt,  whom  she  liked  for  to 
good  qu^ties,  rather  than  to 
regal  status.  Sbe  shared  i 
modest  Italian  villa-cum-per 
Sion  with  tbe  monarch,  rathe 
th«m  a palace.  While  concec- 
ing  that  Farouk  was  some  wa; 
from  Rudolffe  Valentino  - 
whom,  when  she  was  a littli 
girl  in  Maidenhead,  she  hat 
seen  in  The  Sheik  — she 
added  fiiat  he  had  better  man 
ners  tha»  file  silent  star  anc 
was  (then)  the  handsomest 
man,  if  not  the  best  lover,  she 
had  ever  had.  Sbe  smilingly 
rebutted  tbe  idea  'of  betog 
more  than  file  girlfriend  of  a 
king.  "After  all,"  she  insisted. 
‘Tm  not  the  Queen  of  Sheba." 

If  that  queen  had  had  fiie 
looks  that  Barbara  Skelton 
possessed  in  her  prime,  then 
she  would  indeed  have  been  a 
lucky  woman. 

Peter  Cotes 

Barbara  Skelton,  writer,  bom 
January  29.  1916;  died  January 
27. 1996 


Birthdays 

Prof  Sir  Eric  Ash,  electrical 
engineer,  former  chief  execu- 
tive, Student  Loan  Campany. 
68:  PresUy  Baxendale,  QC, 
Scott  inquiiy  prosecutor,  45; 
Queen  Beatrix  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 58;  George  Benjamin, 
composer.  36;  Prunella 
Briauce,  founder.  National 
Childbirth  IVust  70;  Carol 
Channlng,  actress,  75:  Rob- 
ert Clatworthy,  s^ptor,  68; 
wniiam  Crosbie,  artl^  60; 
Susan  Dobson,  maga^n^  edi- 
tor, 50;  Joanne  Dm.  actress.  > 
73;  Lord  Ificholas  Gordon 
Lennox,  BBC  governor,  65; 
Ofira  Bamoy,  cellist,  31; 
Carol  Hawfciiis.  actress,  47; 
Prof  Brenda  Hoggett  (Mrs 
Justice  Hale),  divorce 
reformer  and  High  Court 
judge.  51;  Norman  Mailer, 
novelist  73;  Phil  Manzan- 
era.  rock  guitarist,  Roxy 
Music,  36;  Rosanne  Mus- 
grave,  educationalist,  44; 
Ottilie  Patterson,  jazz 
singer.  64;  Suzanne 
Plesfaette,  actress.  59;  Jean 
Simmons,  actress.  67;  The 
Rev  Lord  Soper,  Mefiioi^t 
leader,  pacifist  and  broad- 
caster, 93. 


I Death  Notices 

ADDEV  Mwy  FBwu— > ndirM  k»po< 
tBOEtier  of  0 FBzwilllwn  SVMl  Wal>»4»»- 
Dasm.  Bled  dmcsUIv  ol  January  10S. 
Fuiwrid  l.lfipm  PrtUr  ^ Watti  Trtmty 
MedndM  Chm«L  No  Ooman  Dcnahm 
lor  UNICEF  and  Wadi  Trinity  CKuioh. 

IWW  Mona  KadHawb  On  January  sm 
106  agad  0 yaars  peaeafully  in  LyKtarn 
SI  Amaa  and  tonnefty  a Haad  Taaciwr  in 
MancAaaiar.  SenriM  and  ewnaflon  Paik 
Cremtonunt  Lydwn  FrlBky  2nd  ol  Fabru- 
ary  ai  Ham.  No  Hoim*  br  raquaaL  Enqui- 
daa  plaaaa  to  Jairrey  Hot0«M.  Roaa  Coiai 
Funaral  Hama.  Lvtnam  R Annea  M.  91253 
751  911. 

^ January 

S01  106  peacafully  in  hoa^  and  a 
tointaa  OwynaOt  agad  TTyrs.  Baioved  wfto 
d Die  lato  Roy.  loving  moMr  ol  tVlaon  and 
at  All  Salnb 

Ojww  NdrWay.  on  Friaar  Fabruarv  Sna  ar 
y.lSain.  prior  to  oormnittal  at  Apeawi 
Crarnatorium  ai  1i.00ani.  ftmliy  floweia 
only  plataa.  Oonaiiona  pratarratf  lo  Rneu. 
TOtoW  antnwa.  DenaSons  and  anoidriw  to 
Canlapas  Funaral  Sarvlca.  a Sartw  lU 
ewrtcn.  Tal  9W»  WT0, 

MUBA^On  •tauanr  2fldi  1998.  Lao  Miray. 
)owi^laL  in  Wa  Moi  year.  Loving  ^ 
Tn?i1m.y  ot  Monr.  after  of  Rolh 

andHB^.  grandtottwr  el  Uax.  Faltai  md 
Paacal.  Funeral  private,  memorial  meoana 
to  be  anapgail  ^ 

T1IOfir&  RAart  CTiwlua  of  CUaat  Cor. 

Coiciwsiaf. 
February  6ft.  No Hovara. 
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Unheroic  future  for 
group  that  dazzled 


Lord  HANSON  has  not 
lost  his  capacity  to  sur< 
prise.  His  decision  to 
break  up  the  conglomerate  he 
created  through  an  audacious 
series  of  takeovers  over  two 
decades  is  one  cf  those  mre 
decisions  that  did  not  leak  to 
the  stock  market  first. 

He  has  decided  (o  mete  out 
to  his  own  empire  the  same 
treatment  that  he  has  deliv- 
ered to  many  others,  includ- 
ing ICl  but  must  have  b^n 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


, aware  that  if  he  had  not  acted 
now,  or  in  the  year  or  so  lead- 
ing up  to  his  pre-announced 
retirement  in  1997,  then  a new 
generation  of  corporate  ma- 
rauders — egged  on  by  an  ac- 
tivist fund  manager  — might 
have  done  it  for  him. 

Several  factors  played  a 
part  in  what  must  have  been 
an  incredibly  diCTlcult  deci- 
sion. The  failure  to  deliver 
the  kind  of  shareholder  value, 
which  bos  al^'a^’s  been  part  of 
the  Hanson  cre^  was  cer- 
tainly among  them.  Hanson 
shores  have  been  among  the 
laggards  of  the  FTSE-IQO. 

The  yield  of  7.6  per  cent, 
better  than  could  be  obtained 
almost  anyu'here  else  In  the 
FTSE  with  the  exception  cX* 
the  P&O.  signalled  a company 
where  the  stress  fhetor  out- 
weighed the  growth  opportu- 
nities. There  has  been  a genu- 
ine attempt  in  the  1990s  to 


normalise  Hanson,  tummg  it 
from  dashing  corporate  buc- 
caneer into  a stnid,  natural 
resources  comity. 

But  the  transition,  although  ; 
sensibly  managed.  h.as  not  ex- 1 
cited  investor  interest.  In  | 
many  ways  the  conversion  of  j 
Hanson  from  a Thatcher -era  ! 
company,  wltun  it  could  inter- 
vene politically  in  stich  sensi- 
tive issues  as  the  Westland  ,tf- 
fhir  and  the  sale  of  Powergen. 
has  gi\'en  way  to  the  greyer, 
more  consolidating  and  less 
dashing  approach  s>mbolic  of 
John  Major. 

But  knowing  James  Hanson 
and  his  strong  sense  of  loy- 
alty, family'  and  tradition  it  is 
inconceivable  that  personal 
factors  have  not  played  a crit- 
ical part  in  the  move.  Among 
the  more  important  of  consid- 
erations will  ha\*c  been  the 
death  of  his  lifelong  business 
partner,  Gordon  l^ite.  last 


^-ear.  Both  men  had  long 
tbou^t  that,  through  careful 
nuturing  of  diet  and  health,  it 
was  possible  to  cheat  the  age- 
ing process. 

But  Lord  Elite’s  death, 
soon  after  returning  from  the 
UK  to  advise  on  the  purchase 
of  the  Eastern  Group  was  a 
sharp  remainder  of  mortality'. 
He  was  nr  James  Hanson's 
suie  during  all  the  great  take- 
overs of  the  1980s,  indeed  m 
many  such  as  the  inndmaric 
SCM  deal  he  teas  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Witliout  him  at  his  side  to 
coa.\  and  come  up  with  the 
most  extraordinary’  of  ideas 
Hanson  pic,  has  become  a 
much  duller  and  emptier 
place.  In  fact  the  break-up  de- 
cision is  Che  kind  of  radical 
change  of  direction  which 
Lord  White  would  have 
relisted. 

It  also,  perhaps,  has  been 


evident  to  Lord  Hanson,  that 
howev'er  competent  his  son, 
Robert,  may  have  proved  in 
hits  various  roles,  he  has 
never  delivered  in  the  way 
bis  father  might  have  hoped 
in  Europe,  the  Far  East  or  in 
charge  of  takeovers  and 
acquisition. 

Robert  has  apparently  rec- 
ognised that  he  could  never 
inherit  control  of  the  group  as 
it  was  previously  constructed 
— it  was  simply  too  la^  and 
too  powerful  and  the  institu- 
tional shareholders  would  not 
have  it 

He  has  talked  of  going  back 
to  run  the  family  contract 
transport  business  in  Hud- 
dersfield but  it  is  possible  to 
envisage  a continuing  role  for 
him  in  a much  smaller,  more 
fbciised  and  understandable 
enterprise,  perhaps  Inherit- 
ing the  chair  from  his  father 
on  retirement  as  James  had 


from  his  own  father.  Despite 
its  size  and  reach  Hanson  has 
always  retained  the  s^le  of  a 
family  company,  which  can 
now  perhaps  be  perpetuated. 

As  the  details  of  the  split 
into  four  baby  Hansons 
Mnerges  at  today’s  annual 
meeting  at  the  Barbican, 
there  wiU  be  no  doubt  be  high 
hopes  that  the  new  Hanson 
companies,  focused  on  ener- 
gy, chemicals,  tobacco  and 
some  traditional  low-tech 
business,  such  as  bricks  and 
property’,  will  — like  other 
fhmous  break-ups  such  as  Ra- 
cal.  ICI  and  AT&T  in  the 
United  States  — release  a 
series  of  dynamic  companies 
from  the  strait-jacket  of  com- 
mon ownership. 

Certainly,  it  will  help,  as 
the  rise  in  the  Hanson  share 
price  following  the  demei^r 
propo^  demonstrated. 

However,  as  fhr  as  can  be 


mid  there  is  no  hidden  jewel  in 
the  Hanson  crown.  Ihere  are 
growth  c^tportunides,  like  sell- 
ing tobacco  into  tiie  developii^ 
world.  But  by  definition.  Han- 
son has  been  and  remains  a 
k>w-tei^  unexciting  collection 
of  businesses,  several  of  which, 
notably  chemicals,  are  hl^ily 
eyelid. 

Others,  such  tis  the  Eastern 
Group,  which  will  be  linked 
wift  F^abody,  are  highly  reg- 
ulated. There  does  not  appear 
to  be  a glamour  stock  such  as 
Vodaphone,  an  EMI  or  a Zen- 
eca fnow  worth  more  than  the 
whole  of  ICI  before  the  de- 
merger) ready  to  spring  forth 
and  surprise  invesfors. 

Instep  the  break-up  is  a 
sensible,  k^cal  move  which 
will  create  limited  increases, 
rather  than  huge  bounds  in 
value.  It  is  not  that  heroic  a 
future  for  a group  that  once 
dazzled  with  its  bravado. 


Hanson  follows  break-up  fashion 


Three  demergers 
end  25  years  of 
market  raiding 


Roger  Cowe 
and  Ian  King 

ME  HUGE  financial 
• BB  and  legal  exercise 
began  yesterday  as 
^■I^Ethe  conglomerate 
JV^^BHanson  set  in  mo- 
tion three  demergers  which 
will  undo  much  of  what  Lords 
Hanson  and  White  create  in 
25  years  of  audacious  corpo- 
rate deal-making. 

Hanson's  announcement 
follows  tile  fashion  for  focus 
which  has  captured  manage- 
rial imagination  on  both  sid^ 
of  the  Atlantic  and  caught  up 
nmnpanipjs  as  diverse  as  U$ 
communications  group  AT&T 
and  the  British  chemical 
giant  ICL 

It  also  continues  the  strat- 
^ pursued  by  Derek  Bon- 
ham since  he  became  chief  ex- 
ecutive in  1992.  and  which 
was  seen  in  the  flotation  last 
year  of  US  Industries,  a col- 
lection of  34  smaller  US 
businesses  part  of  the  group’s 
many  acquisitions  in  the 
1970s  and  80s. 

If  all  goes  to  plan,  and 
shareholders  approve  the 
three  spin-offs,  they  will 
receive  shares  in  as-yet  un- 
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‘Lord  Hanson  built  a 
style  of  doing 
business  which  was 
in  ke^ng  with  the 
egrtravagant  1980s. 
But  it  has  fallen  out 
fashion,  along  with 

the  other 
components  of  the 
superficial, 
unsust^nabte 
boom  of  that 
decade’ 

H^son,  by  Alex 
Baimmerand  Roger 
Cowe,  4th  Estate, 
£8.99 


named  companies  specialis- 
ii^  in  chemicals,  energy  and 
tobacco.  The  chemicals  com- 
pany. covering  Quantum  and 
SCM.  will  be  a US  company 
quoted  on  the  New  York  stock 
exchange.  Imperial  Tobacco 
will  be  quot^  in  London, 
while  the  energy  company,  in- 
cluding Eastern  Electrici^' 
and  Peabody  coal,  will  float 
on  both  London  and  New 
Yoric  stock  markets. 

Shareholders  will  also 
retain  their  esisti^  shares  in 
Hanson,  which  will  consist  of 
construction  materials  and 
construction  equipment  com- 
panies and  will  retain  its  UK 
and  US  listings. 

Mr  Bonham  said  yesterday: 
"The  USI  demerger  demon- 
strated that  increased  focus 
works  and  I am  sure  It  will 
work  for  us." 

Corporate  affairs  director 
Christopher  ColUns  denied 
the  break-up  was  a reversal  of 
Hanson’s  1960s'  philosophy 
which  created  a diversified 
con^omerate.  "It’s  an  obvi- 
ous culmination  of  the  con- 
tinuing process  of  concentrat- 
ing on  fewer,  larger  business. 
It*s  not  a change  or  a reversal, 
but  an  evolution  to  meet  the 
new  conditions  of  the  times. 
It’s  an  extremely  interesting, 
postive  evolution.” 

He  also  said  the  move  was 
not  a defensive  measure  and 
was  not  connected  with  Lord 
Hanson's  retirement,  planned 
for  next  year. 

But  City  sources  noted  that 
the  company  had  been  under 
pressure  because  of  Its  poor 
share  price  performance.  One 
fond  manager  said:  "The  com- 
pany was  obvio^ly  under 
pressure  from  sbar^olders 
anH  institutions  to  deliver 
mwe  value  to  stuuobolders. " 

John  Ainsworth,  fond  man- 
ager with  Hill  Samuel  Asset 
Management  said:  "Certainly 
Hanson  has  not  been  a partio- 
ularly  successful  share  to 
hold  for  yeais." 

While  Hanson's  share  price 
rose  by  7p  to  close  yesterday 
at  211.5p.  one  anal^  queried 
whether  the  indl^ual  com- 
panies would  maintain  Han- 
soD's  recent  generosity  in 
dividend  payments.  And 
Geoffrey  Canhigton.  a fluid 
manager  with  Norwich 
Union,  said:  “This  is  not  an 
exercise  in  value  creation." 

A fund  manager  com- 
mented: "Hanson  was  a bit 
like  Lionrho  — one  of  those 
sprawling  companies  where 
you  never  knew  what  was  gev 
ing  on.  This  move  should  Im- 
prove clarity  and  now  there 
will  be  takeover  potential." 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Bonham 
warned  that  the  break-up 
would  take  months  to  engi- 
neer. "This  is  a gigantic  exer- 
cise and  it  may  take  a year  to 
complete."  he  said. 


OUTLOOK 


Dinosaurs  on 
their  last  legs 


PauDna  Sprbigatt 
and  Roger  Cowe 

Demerger  has  become 

foe  foshion  of  the  1990s 
just  as  surely  as  the 
1980s  was  the  era  of 
conglomeration. 

To  some  extent  the  change 
Is  merely  a matter  of  finan- 
cial foshi<m.  but  there  Is  also 
industrial  logic  in  both 
approaches. 

The  notion  of  conglomer^ 
ates  arose  because  of  foe  vul- 


: nerabiUty  of  individual  com- 
! panles  to  single  product  or 
I {^ographic  markets. 

I The  City  hates  volatile  prof- 
its, so  companies  reacted  by 
I spreading  their  risk,  - buying 
companies  in  different  indus- 
tries or  different  countries,  or 
usually  both. 

But,  by  the  end  of  the 
1980s,  it  had  became  appar- 
ent that  many  conglomerates 
had  not  been  successful  and 
those,  such  as  Hanson, 
which  did  generate  huge 
profits  did  so  largely 


through  the  process  of  deal- 
ing, rather  than  through  im- 
proving the  performance,  of 
the  companies  they 
acquired. 

Once  the  City  fbshion  turned 
against  them  it  was  difficult 
for  most  to  continue  the  buy- 
i ing  spree,  so  they  were  fao^ 
with  only  one  alternative  — 

I make  the  dealing  profits 
I they  had  relied  on  by  selling 
I off  what  they  had.  rather 
' than  adding  to  it. 

Michael  Goold,  a director 
: at  management  research  and 
consultancy  Ashridge,  said 
yesterday  that  fashion,  and 
the  City’s  difficulty  valuing 
conglomerates,  were  the 
main  reasons  for  the  current 
demerger  boom. 

It  can  only  be  a matter  of 
time  before  other  UK  con- 
glomerates take  the  same 
route,  'nie  list  of  possibilities 
includes  a clutch  (d*  well- 
known  names,  which  has 


VIEW  FROM  THE  CITY 


F-word  replaces 
the  C-word  in 
corporate-speak 


Xnfocus. . .chitfexeentive  Derek  Bonham  has  pursued  a strat^yofdemergixig  the  group  photograph  graham  niniCR 


even  included  Tomkins.  How- 
ever Tomkins'  purchase  yes- 
terday of  US  company  Gates 
Rubber  indicates  that  de- 
merging is  not  at  the  fore- 
fix>nt  of  foe  plans  it  has  at  foe 
moment 

Chief  executive,  Greg 
Hutchings,  still  believes  in 
the  coi^lomerate  approach. 
He  argues  that  a tou^  cen- 
tral man^ment,  such  as  his 
*wam,  can  keep  companies  on 
foeir  toes  much  better  than 
remote  shareholders,  and  will 
therefore  achieve  better 
performance. 

But  he  hinted  that  there 
may  be  diminishing  retums 
as  conglomerates  get  bigger. ' 
"Hanson  is  much  more  diver- 1 
sified  than  we  are  or  ever ' 
would  be,"  he  said. . ' 

Of  coarse  foe  UK  corporate 
sector  is  buzzing  with,  take- 
overs as  well  as  demerge,  as 
shown  with  Granada's  vic- 
tory over  Fbrte  last  week.  I 


Ian  King 

I A fHEN  is  a conelomei> 
\/\f  ate  not  a conglomeiv 
V V ate?  The  ansvrer,  it 
seems,  is  when  the  sector’s 
king  fa  dead. 

Not  one  of  the  companies 
contacted  yesterday,  all  of 
which  might  once  have 
been  proud  to  call  them- 
selves fxmgjomerates.  was 
even  prepared  to  use  the  C- 
word. 

They  included:  Cookson, 
whose  activities  sprawl 
across  four  distinct  sectors, 
BTR,  whose  100  or  so  com- 
panies are  active  in  five 
areas,  and  WilUams  Hold- 
up, whose  products  range 
from  fire  equipment  to 
wood  treatment. 

Several  of  the  companies 
qucsdoiKd  even  baulked  at 
the  enpbemistism  "diversi- 
fied industrial'*  ^ tbC  term 
commonly  used  In  the  City 
— emphasising,  instead, 
with  all  their  corporate 
hreath  how  F for  “focused'* 
they  noware. 

A spokesman  for  Wil- 
liams, a feared  1980s'  pred- 
ator, insisted  it  could  not  be 
called  a conglomerate.  **We 
have  been  concentrating  on 
force  core  areas  for  foe 
past  five  years,  where  we 
have  leading  market  posi- . 
tions,  and  where  we  expect ' 
to  make  more  acquisitions 
in  the  flitare."  the  spokes- 
man said. 

And  Snter,  whose  activi- 
ties include  refrigeration, 
engineering,  and 

consumer  goods,  said: 
*'We*re  too  small  to  de- 
merge. And,  in  any  case. 


Who’s  next? 


our  main  areas  fit  quite 
well  together." 

This  line  was  also  taken 
by  BTR,  whose  spokesman 
said:  ‘*Unlike  Hanson, 
we're  not  so  widely  diversi- 
fied, and  have  been  quite 
seriously  focused  for  a 
number  of  years." 

Another  group  happy  to 
compare  itself  with  Hanson 
was  Cookson,  the  electron- 
ics. plastics,  engineering 
and  ceramics  combine. 

A spokesman  said:  "Our 
sbm’e  price  was  one  of  the 
strongest  performii^  last 
year,  while  Hanson's  was 
one  of  the  weakest.  We’re 
under  no  pressure  to  de- 
merge. as  we’re  already 
creating  enough  share- 
holder value.  They  were  ob- 
viously noit." 

One  company  which  has 
already  demec^d  itself 
this  decade.  BAT,  was  also 
adamant  that  it  would  not 
be  repeating  the  trick. 

Its  spokesman.  Ralph  Edp 
mondson.  said:  “We're 
committed  to  both  our 
tobacco  and  fiTiaxipiai  ser- 
vices businesses,  and  see 
lots  of  growth  in  them." 

However,  the  most  cari- 
ous answer  came  firom  Bill 
Turcan.  chief  executive  of 
Harrisons  & Crosfield,  the 
group  whose  activities 
cover  chemicals,  timber 
and  building  supplies,  food 
and  agriculture  and 
plantations. 

"I  couldn't  possibly  possi- 
bly give  yon  an  answer, 
that  we  haven’t  given  our 
shareholders,”  he  said 
apologetically.  “That 
would  be  price  sensitive 
Information." 


Oflier  candidates  for  a possibla  braak-^p: 

MAI — media  and  money  btx>king 

BTR — industrial  conglomerate 

Ladbrake — hotels,  betting 

Rank — leisure  and  entertainment 

Pearson — pubiishing/entertainnent 

PftO — propierty,  shipping 

Trafalgar  Hcnme — dipping,  construction 

BAT — financial  services/tobacco 

Indheape — motor  distribution  and  financial  services 

United  News — media,  communications 

Cable  AWIrclese  — teiecommunications.  Mercury 

Grand  Metrepditen — food  and  spirits 

Bass.— hotels,  beer,  betting 

KiiMBshsr — retail  corYglomerate 


. But  most  cf  these  takeovets  diversity  than  Hanson.  Old- 
are  between  companies  which  s^le  conglomerates  may  not 
operate  in  the  same  business  be  dead  but  they  could  be  on 
— creating  companies  of  less  their  last  legs. 


THE  HISTORY 


Thirty-year  saga  of  empire 
built  bn  takeover  mastery 

. • ’ ^ • learned  from  his  friend  Jim 

Roger. Cowe  ^ter. 

— — »liie  Wanarm  takeover  ma- 

break-up  of  Hanson  is  chine  dW 

Xa.dramaticMticlusiontoa  foSus^ 

fi(wear  sMrv  ' which  beffiux  White  departed  iot  foe  TO  m 
wlfofoe^S  takeewer  of  an  at  the^U^^chaM 

obscure  buck  Anwriany  by  an  in  Britain.-  T^  feared  d^, 

evMi  mora  o^^safiricul'  succeeded  wifoo^oneho^ 

known  as -foe  ^^files'<Htmp,  fost  b«  UKuemm^^. 
bought  Oswald. TUlotson,  when  they 
which  was  the  main  businem 

interest  of  James  Hanson  and  Before  that  m foe  I9m  aM 
SrioS  ™!e  19WS  Hanson  made  a mmbw 

to?taJ™6l965.th*Viles 
directors  resigned,  lea^ng  niflcMtly  in  theUS. 

Hanson  as  diainnan  and 'he  The  Lindusfrles 

brought  in  Mr  White  to  apply  *i®8an  ^ 

tniroovei-.  Icssons  S©  h^  -tiiTOUgh  tlie  first  lialf  of  the 


The  break-up  of  Hanson  is 
a.dramatib  conclusion  to  a 
80-year  story  ' which  began 
wlfo -foe. tiny  takeover  .of.-an 
obscure  tzuck  company  by  an 
evra  more ' obscure  agricul- 
tural supplier,.  The  latter, 
known  as  'foe ' wiles  '<Huup. 
bought  Oswald- TUlotson, 
which  was  the  main  business 
interest  o£  James  Hanson  and 
Gordon  White.  . . 

But  in  June  196S.  the  Wiles 
directors  resided,  leaving 
Hanson  as  chairman  and  he 
brought  in  Mr  White  to  apply 
the  takeover  lessons  he  had 


1980$.  culminating  with  foe 
acquisition  in  1986  of  food  and 
tobacco' empire  Imperial 
Group  in  the  UK  and  SCM. 
the  US  conglomerate.  The  two 
groups  cost  more  than  £3 
biHi<m  but  they  were  tiie  best 
deala  Gordon  White  ever  did 
for  Hanson,  as  parts  of  the 
prey  were  qniddy  sold  which  ' 
recoup^  most  of  the  - pur^  i 
chase  price  while  leaving' 
sizeable  profit  earners  within  | 
Hanson,  such  as  Imperial ; 
Tobacco. 

'Rm  frro'  deals  marked  the  i 
pinnacle  of  Hanson's  for- , 
tunes.  The  group’s  share 
price  has  never  regained  its  ' 
standing  since  that  time,  and  j 
while  flirther  deals  were  done 
in  the  next  10  years,  they 
foiled  to  generate  the  same 
profits  or  eiEcltement . 

Since  Der^  Bonham  took 
over  as  chief  executive  In  1992 
the  pHiphasis  has  been  on 
rolling  back  the  work  of  the 


Win  some,  lose  some 


1072 — Bid  for  construction  company  Costain  defeated 
-1973 — First  US  takeover,  fish  procdsscx'Seacoast,S32m 
1981 — US  conglomerate  McDonough  bought  $1^m; 
Berec,  owner  of  EvW  Ready  batteries,  acquit^,  £95m 

1983 —  UDS  stores  group  acquired,  £260m 

1985 — SCM  clWni^,  typewriter,  food  rnnpire  acquired, 
$930m;  tobacco  arxi  food  conglomerate  Imperial  Groups, 
acquired.  £2.5bn  f 

1987  — Krdde  industrial  conglomerate  acquirect  $1 .6bn 
1 989' — ConsGold  mining  group  acquired,  £3.3bn 
1 990 Peabody  coal  acquired,  $1 2 bn 
1 091  — Beaten  off  by  ICI;  Beazer  construction  ^up 
bought,  £391  m 

1993 —  Quantum  cfoemicals  bought  $3.4  bn 

1 994 —  Sold  ^ice  products,  Beazer  Homes 

1 984 —  Dernerged  collection  of  US  businesses 


1980s,  although  some  tactical  nesses  were  sold.  Then  a 
takeoirers,  such  as  Eastern  chunk  of  US  activities  was 
group,  have  been  made.  First  floated  off.  And  now  the  em- 
a collection  of  smaller  bust-  pire  is  being  split  asunder. 


VIEW  FROM  OVER  THERE 

Wall  Street  Is  left  gasping 
by  search  for  ‘real  value’ 


Mark  IVan  m New  York 


IN  AMERICA,  the  trend 
towards  breaking  up 
reached  a crescendo  last  year 
as  giant  emnpanies  such  as 


up,  ITT  decided  to  divide  into 
three  units:  insurance,  indus- 
trial products  manufacturing, 
and  entertainmeDt  with  foe 
last  keeping  the  ITT  name. 

Wall  Street  was  then 
stuzmed  by  AT&Ts  decision 


ITT,  a divm^ffled  conglomer-  to  follow  the  route, 

ate,  and  AT&T,  the  world’s  Only' five  years  befbre,  the 
largest  telecommunications  AT&T  chairman,  Robert 


group,  announced  plans  to  be- 
come separate  imi|^ 

Like  Hanson,  ITT  was  a rag- 
bag of  emnpanies  assemblM 
in  the  1960s  and  1970s. 


Allen,  had  led  a hostile  take- 
TOURIST  RATES  ^ BANK  SELLS 


over  of  foe  NCR  computer 
mmpany  for  $8  biUiou  In  his 
quest  to  combine  communica- 
tions and  computers.  NCR 
turned  out  to  be  a millstone 
around  AT&Ts  neck. 

Ihe  new  AT&T  will  hold  on 
to  foe  long-distance,  cellular,' 
credit  card  and  consulting 
businesses.  The  other  compa- 
nies are  the  money-losing 
conqniter  business  and  com? 
munlcations  equipment 
manufocturing 

"Ihe  complexity  of  trying 
to  manage  these  different 
businesses  began  to  over- 
whelm  the  advanti^es  Inte- 
gration." Mr  Allen  said. 


in  the  1960s  and  1970S. 

By  foe  time  the  325  billion  B?wum  4M0 
(£16  billion)  company  ^lit  it-  Canada  2.oe 
self  up,  it  spanned  sports  ^nisO.70 
teams,  car  parts,  insurance 
and  casinos.  Ripe  tor  break- 


Franca  7^42  Italy  2,360  Singapore  2.10 

Germany  2.1750  Malta  U54  SouHt  Ahica  &34 

Greece  S67.00  Nsuieriands  2.4400  Spain  183.50 
Hong  Kong  11.46  New  Zealand  2.22  Sweden  10.37 
India  54,20  Norway  9.55  Swieeriand  i.76 
Ireland  0.9500  Portugal  22B.Q0  Turkey  90,141 
Israel  4.73  Saudi  Arabia  5.5B  USA  1.4700 


Finland  6.7S  Israel  4.73  Saudi  Arabia  5.5B  U54 
SufipUad  by  Naatost  Bant  (ateMlna  maian  nipea  ami  IsraM  sftOkaO 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 


Big  two  take  another  step  towards  monetary  union  as  UK  conjinues^AMthj^ 


Britain  may 
be  out  in  coid 
if  it  doesn’t 
sign  up,  says 
ex-Bank  chief 


Larry  EIHotl 
Economics  Editor 


Britain  conld  be  mar- 
Binalised  within 
Europe  If  it  turns  its 
back  on  a single  currency, 
the  former  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  Lord 
gingsrfnwn,  warned  yester^ 
day. 

Despite  growing  doubts 
on  the  Continent  whether 
tough  conditions  for  the 
1999  deadline  could  be  met, 
he  said  the  UK  conld  suffer 
from  a devalued  currency  if 
it  did  not  join. 

He  told  a House  of  Lords 
economic  and  financial  af- 
fairs select  committee  that 
Britain  — until  now  the 
destination  for  more  than 
40  per  cent  of  inward  in- 
vestment into  the  European 
Union  — would  lose  its  ap- 
peal unless  it  signed  up. 

Multinational  companies 
would  focus  on  one  head- 
quarters in  mainland 
Europe  rather  than  in  the 
UK.  If  the  Euro  takes  off, 
most  companies  would  want 
to  be  in  Europe,  he  said. 

However,  a more  cautious 
approach  to  monetary  union 
came  fixnn  two  of  the  Gov- 
ernment’s leading  Euro  en- 
thusiasts. Former  foreign 
seeretar}'.  Douglas  Hurd, 
said  yesterday  be  did  not 
think  monetary  onion 
would  begin  in  1999. 

Mr  Hurd  said  what  is  im- 
portant is  that,  **those 
keenest  on  [monetary 
union]  should  now  recog- 
nise that  and  not  wait  for 
the  train  to  hit  the  buffers 
at  the  beginning  of  1998”. 

Meanwhile,  the  Chancel- 
lor. Kenneth  Clarke,  made 
it  clear  on  BBC  Radio  that 
he  would  oppose  Britain’s 
entry  if  attempts  were 
made  to  dilute  the  conver- 
gence criteria. 


German  economic  minister  Rezrodt  (right),  finance  minister  Waigel  (centre)  and  labour  minister  Blum  present  their  jobs  plan  photoqraph:  soeEim  pfbl 

France  and  Germany  unite  on  economy 


ianTraynerin  Bonn 
and  Paul  Webster  in  Paris 


GERbL^NY  and  France 
yesterday  unveiled 
'’closely  co-ordinated” 
plans  to  by  to  kickstart  their 
flagging  economies  and  en- 
sure Europe’s  two  flagship 
countries  meet  the  entry  re- 
quirements for  monetary 
union  by  1999. 

But  the  twin  packages,  de- 
signed to  boost  employment 
and  consumption,  provoked 
widespread  scepticism  that 
they  would  be  enough  to  gen- 


erate the  growth  needed  to  re- 
verse the  slide  is  confidence. 

Altbou^  shares  in  Paris 
hit  an  ei^t-montb  high,  the 
DAX  in  Frankfiirt  dropped  10 
points  and  the  mark  fell  as 
dealers  pointed  to  the  need 
for  a further  Bundesbank 
rate-cut  to  boost  the  Gertnan 
economy.  Another  sharp  cut 
in  the  “repo”  money  mar- 
ket rate  is  expected  today. 

Presenting  an  “action  pro- 
gramme for  jobs  and  invest- 
ment”, the  Carman  econom- 
ics, finance,  and  labour 
ministers  insisted  they  hoped 
to  trl^r  an  upward  swing  by 


streamlining  the  complex  tax 
system,  ofiering  tax  breaks 
for  start-ups.  cutting  social  se- 
curity spending,  and  easing 
access  to  venture  capital. 

The  four-year  prc^amme, 
likened  to  a multi-vitamin  by 
economics  minister  Gtinter 
Hsxrodt,  aims  to  cut  taxes  by 
DM34  billion  (£15.4  billion), 
reverse  the  exodus  of  German 
business  to  cheaper  labour 
markets  abroad,  and  promote 
inward  investment  in  the  am- 
bitious hope  of  halvl^  unem- 
ployment to  two  million  by 
the  end  of  the  century.  But 
Rexrodt  admitted  that,  wifii 


growth  at  1.5  per  cent  at  most 
this  year,  unemployment 
would  remain  stuck  at  10  per 
cent 

Iheo  WaigeL  the  finance 
minister,  said  Bonn  and  Paris 
had  discussed  their  packages 
on  Monday  and  agre^  to  un- 
veil them  simultaDeously. 
Three  of  France’s  top  fman-' 
cial  advisers  worked  along- 
side their  German  counter- 
parts in  preparing  the  French 
packs^. 

The  French  government's 
main  measure  to  stimulate 
spending  was  a 1 per  cent  cut 
in  the  current  4.5  per  cent  in- 


terest in  the  most . popular 
state-backed  savings  sd^eme, 
the  Livret  A.  But  analysts 
timated  that  cmly  about  £300-. 
400  million  would  be  iqjecEed 
into  the  French  economy..  .. 

In  Frankfort,  analysts  and 
bankers  argued  that  the  Ger- 
man government  pro^amme 
amounted  to  too  little,  .too 
late.  ‘Tt’s  all  very  vague',  there 
are  so  many  questioo-marks 
about  the  prt^ramme's  imple- 
mentation and  if s doubtful 
whether  it  win  have  , the  de- 
sired impact  on  the  labour 
market,”  said  Holger  Fahrin- 
kurg,  senior  UBS  economist 


KPMG  ends  century  of  silence 


Roger  Covire 


KPMG.  the  accountancy 
firm,  broke  with  more 
than  a hundred  years 
of  tradition  yesterday  by  pub- 
lishing Us  annual  accounts. 

The  document  designed  to 
be  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
report  and  accounts  pub- 
lished by  leading  public  com- 
panies. showed  that  the  firm 
made  a profit  of  almost 
£18  million  in  the  year  to  the 
end  of  September. 

This  was  28  per  cent  down 
on  the  previous  year’s  0210:6. 
after  what  senior  partner 
Colin  Sbarman  described  as 
“pressure  on  margiiis".  For 
several  years,  audit  firms 


ha^’e  (bund  it  difilcult  to 
resist  pressure  on  fees  from 
large  companies,  which  have 
become  readier  to  shop 
around  for  their  annual  audit. 
There  have  also  been  new 
competitors  in  areas  like  in- 
solvenc)'  work,  which  have 
cut  profits. 

Mr  Shanuan.  whose  posi- 
tion is  equivalent  to  the  chair- 
man and  chief  executive  of  a 
company,  received  a total  of 
£740.000  In  pay  and  profit 
share.  His  share  of  the  profit, 
which  was  divided  among  the 
565  partners,  was  almost 
£177,000.  Included  in  his  pay 
was  a figure  of  £125.000  which 
is  required  by  the  partner- 
ship agreement  to  be  invested 
in  a pension  scheme. 


• The  aver^  KPMG  partner 
was  paid  £180,000,  with  a 
basic  salary  of  £125,000.  Staff 
numbers  fell  by  2 i^r  cent  de- 
spite a 7 per  cent  rise  in  gross 
fee  income,  to  £589  million. 

Because  accountancy  firms 
are  partnerships  they  are  not 
covered  by  legal  require- 
ments on  limits  companies 
to  publish  accounts  each 
year.  But  EPMG  decided  last 
year  to  create  a limited  com- 
pany to  carry  out  audits  of 
public  compiiles,  in  an 
tempt  to  deal  with  the  threat 
of  negligence  suits  to  the  part- 
nership which  has  unlimited 
liability. 

That  led  to  the  decision  to 
publish  information  on  the 
whole  UK  firm,  which  is 


likely  to  be  followed  by  other 
big  firms.  “The  new  audit 
company  would  require  fi- 
nancial transparency,  but  it’s 
not  sensible  just  to  tell  part  of 
the  story.”  Mr  Sharman  said. 

One  difference  from  oon- 
venUonal  accounts  is  that  the 
figures  have  not  been  audited. 
That  will  be  remedied  next 
year,  however.  The  winner  of 
a tender  is  likely  to  come 
from  the  second  tier  of  me- 
dium-sized firms. 

Other  members  of  the  Big 
Six  auditors  are  ruled  out  be- 
cause of  possible  conflicts 
over  litigation. 

Mr  Sbarman  added  that 
coming  out  into  the  open  had 
been  difilcult.  “But  it's  a mat- 
ter of  transparency.”  he  said. 


Rags  to  riches?  Class  still  counts 


Moscow  tops 
league  of  most 
expensive  cities 


David  Hearst  in  lloscow 


WORKFACE/Sociai  mobility  is  far  less 
common  than  politicians  like  to  think,  say 

Richard  Thomas  and  Larry  Elliott 


JOHN  Major's  vision  of  a 
classless  Britain  is 
rooted  in  his  ascent  from 
humble  beginnings  in  Brix- 
ton  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
land.  But  the  experience  of 
his  opposite  number.  Tony 
Blair,  the  product  of  a privi- 
leged background,  is  more 
typical  of  a society  where 
cl^  still  counts. 

Research  released  yester- 
day by  the  Institute  for  Fiscal 
Studies  sboH's  that  despite  all 
tfie  talk  of  upward  mobility 
and  the  forging  of  opportu- 
nity societies,  the  re^ty  is 
that  poor  people  tend  to  have 
poor  parents,  while  the  chil- 
dren of  the  rich  do  very*  nicely 
— even  In  the  absence  of  im- 
pressive academic 

qualifications. 

The  IFS  based  its  study  on 
the  National  Child  Develop- 
ment Survey,  which  followed 
the  progress  of  a group  of 
people  born  in  a single  week 
in  March  1958.  It  used  income 
and  social  class  to  compare 
how  sons  had  fared  next  to 
their  tethers. 

According  to  the  IFS 
researchers,  sons  of  manage- 
rial or  pr^essional  tethers 
are  three  times  rntme  likely  to 
end  up  in  the  same  social 
bracket  as  sons  of  semi- 
skilled or  unskilled  workers. 


The  same  pattern  was 
found  with  incomes.  Slicing 
the  country  into  five  income 
groups,  the  IFS  showed  that 
more  than  a third  of  those 
making  up  the  richest  20  per 
cent  had  tethers  who  had  ^Iso 

been  in  the  most  aSluent 
fifth.  By  contrast,  only  10  per 
cent  of  Britain’s  top  earners 
had  eqjoyed  a rags-to-riches 
rise  to  pro^rlty  from  the 
lowest  quintile. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  Brit- 
ain lacks  social  mobility,  and 
the  IFS  stressed  that  there 
was  no  way  of  telling  from  the 
report  — based  on  a sin^e  co- 
hort bom  37  years  ago  — 
whether  society'  was  becom- 
ing more  fluid.  However, 
other  research  indicates  that 
mobility  has  increased. 

Some  people  do  overcome 
poor  backgrounds  to  strike  it 
rich,  especially  those  who  do 
well  at  school.  Among  those 
who  hailed  from  what  the  IFS 
describe  as  “disadvantaged” 
backgrounds  who  ended  up  in 
the  top  40  per  cent  of  earners, 
almost  40per  cent  had  A- 
Iwels  or  higher  qualifica- 
tions. Just  10  per  cent  of  the 
upwardly  mobile  poor  left 
school  Witil  no 

It  is  also  true  that  some 
people  born  with  a silver 
spoon  in  their  mouth  slide  to 


the  bottom  of  the  social  scale, 
but  as  Lorraine  Dearden  of 
the  IFS  put  it  “Rags  to  riches 
is  more  common  than  riches 
to  rags.” 

Using  the  «aniR  educational 
yardstick  as  for  the  poor,  the 
IFS  research  showed  that 
while  educational  attainment 
still  mattered,  the  sons  of  rich 
fathers  were  able  to  stay  in 
the  same  class,  however  they 
at  .school  Of  those  who 
remained  in  the  top  20  per 
cent  Income  bracket,  13  per 
cent  had  tewer  than  five  O- 
levels  and  4 per  cent  bad  no 
qualifications  at  all. 

This  asymmetry  was  fur- 
ther illustrated  by  the  maths 
test  results  for  seven-5'ear- 
olds.  On  average,  poor  chil- 
dren who  were  later  success- 


Poor  people  tend 
to  have  poor 
parents,  while  the 
children  of  the 
well-off  do  nicely 
even  without  high 
qualifications 


fill  in  rising  up  the  income 
scale  scored  on  average  six 
nut  of  ten,  compared  to  four 
out  often  for  those  destined  to 
remain  In  the  same  bracket 
Among  sons  of  rich  tethers. 


there  was  a disparity,  but  it 
was  ter  smaller.  The  ones 
who  emulated  their  tethei's’ 
success  scored  almost  seven 
out  of  ten.  while  those  who 
ended  up  towards  the  bottom 
of  the  pile  scored  just  under 
six. 

The  IFS  also  looked  at 
single  mothers,  to  see  if  there 
was  a correlation  between  the 
status  and  income  of  their 
fathers  and  the  likelihood  of 
them  bringing  up  children 
alone.  It  foimd  that  there  was 
only  the  most  tenuous  of 
links,  although  it  added  that 
the  women  in  question  were 
surveyed  in  1991,  when  they 
were  33.  aiid  that  they  might 
not  be  representative  those 
becoming  single  mothers 
today. 

As  a studiously  indepen- 
dent research  organisation, 
the  CFS  is  reluctant  to  draw 
policy  conclusions  from  its 
study.  However,  it  is  clear 
that  the  way  to  inyirove  the 
opportunities  for  the  less 
well-off  is  through  the  educa- 
tion system.  But  even  that,  in 
itself,  would  not  be  enough  to 
make  Britain  a truly  classless 
society.  Breaking  the  grip  on 
income  and  status  of  the  bet- 
ter-off, who  are  relatively  Im- 
mune to  academic  teilure,  is 
the  other  half  of  the  equation. 

Two  Nations?  The  Inheritance 

qf  Poverty  and  Affluence  is 
aoaitablefirom  the  Institute  Jbr 
Fiscal  Stadies.  7 Ridgmount 
Street,  London  WClB  7RA. 
Price  £& 


UP  AND  Down,  one  of 
Moscow's  exclusive 
night  clubs,  nestles 
improbably  tn  the  foreign 
ministry's  press  centre,  the 
building  in  which  the  plot- 
ters announced  their  com- 
munist revanchist  putsch 
in  August  1991. 

The  man^te?  languidly 
recited  the  price  list  a 
glass  of  fro^y  squeezed 
juice  S70,  a swig  of  cognac 
$400,  a modest  meal  for  two 
S500,  a cheeky  little  bottle 
of  wine  $3,000.  Russian 
television  added  that  a 
night  with  a prostitute  cost 
one  businessmen  $5,000  — 
after  much  haggling. 

Moscow  has  just  been  rec- 
ognised as  the  .world’s  most 
expensive  city  for  a foreign 
businessman  to  stay  in  the 
world.  Eurocost,  an  organi- 
sation backed  by  the  Euro- 
pean Commission's  statisti- 
cal office  calculated  the 
average  cost  of  24  hours  in 
Moscow  was  $543,  the  most 
expensive  of  114  world  cap- 
ites in  the  survey. 

Quite  why  Moscow 
should  be  so  expensive,  zu^ 
one  can  really  explain.  Is  it 
the  presence  of  a voracious 
mafia,  in  comparison  with 
which  hyenas  are  paragons 
of  reticence?  Is  it  the  rela- 
tive  dirth  of  five  star 
hotels,  or  the  presence  of 
gullible  foreigners  with 
more  money  than  sense? 
Certainly  none  of  Rns- 


A night  on  the  town 


sfa’s  new  c^italists  are 
complaining  at  being  able 
to  charge  $50  for  a 30-kilo- 
metre tavi  ride  from  the 
airport  or  even  $65  (per 
person)  Jnst  to  get  through 
the  passport  and  costoms 
control  qneues  quickly. 
After  all,  everything  has  its 
price. 

The  average  price  of  the 
humblest  single -room  in  a 
four  or  five  star  hotel  is 
cnirently  $350.  Sending  a 
£u  to  London  from  the 
business  centre  of  the 
Baltschng  costs  $14  for  the 
first  minute  of  trans- 
mission and  $7  foe  each 
snbse^ent  minute.  At  that 
rate,  it  would  be  cheapw  to 
fly.  If  Aeroflot  fri^tens 
you  out  of  your  wits,  you 
can  always  hire  your  own 
jet,  a 15-seater  YAE-40  at 
c^y  $1,250  a flying  honr. 

Falling  ill  in  Moscow  is 
also  not  advisable.  A bed 
for  one  night  at  the  Central 
Clinical  Hospital,  where 
president  Boris  Yeltsin 
recently  spent  two  months 
recovering  from  a heart 
attack,  costs  $200. 

A Foreign  Office  spokes- 
man said  it  was  not  un- 
usual for  prices  in  new  caiH 
italist  countries  to  go 
through  the  roof.  He  said 
that  with  most  accommoda. 
tion  in  Moscow  not  up  to 
western  standards,  hote- 
liers who  had  invested  in 
upgraded  facilities  were 
able  to  charge  a premium. 
’“They  are  latching  on  to 
capitalism  fast”. 
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Power  crisis 


dwis  Barrie' and 
Patrick  Donomn 


eteetrieityand  gss 
'irittchdogs  were- at 
loggerheads  with  m- 
wi-  dust^  last  night  as 
regulators'  began  in- 

■ ■ II  /at  * f I i»Ai« 


of  foe  electricity  astern 
emlteifais  wedL 

- As  foe  National  Grid  moved 

'b  rek^are  elktricity  con.* 
■Mimwiy  yesterday  foat  power 
wme  ' returning  to 
uMTnaij  the  gas  industry 
^ utetnr,  Clare  Spoftiswoode, 
arid  the  electrici^'  regulator. 
FlofoRor  Stephen  LiMechild* 

Arfflilw  of  gaS  SUP- 
ply  contracts  agreed  between 
Brit?^  Gas  and  gas-fired 
pofwer  stations. 

'Tbe  grid  riose  to  or- 
dmriiig  blackkwts  on  Monday 
alght  after  five  gas-fired 
power  stations  had  been 
foreed  to  shut  down  due  to  a 
shortage  of  gas.  The  statiems 

wae  supplied  on  “interrupt- 
ible” contracts,  which  allows 
Gas  to  cut  off  supplies 
triiexi'  demand  for  domestic 
consumers  is  highl 
In  a letter  sent  out  yester- 
day to  all  major  power  pro- 
ducers. Dr  Brian  Whaxmby  cf 
the  Office  (tf  Electricity  Regu- 
lation (Q^)  said:  “1  am  writ- 
ing to  information . . . a- 
bout  tectors  which  can  affect 
the  availability  of  'gas-fired 
generating  plant.”' 

Re  added:  “I  wish  to  know 
whether  your  gas  sillies  are 
mterruptible  and.  if  so.  how 
this  r^tes  to  the  information 
flow  to  NGC  (National  Grid 
Company)  about  your 
availability.” 

The  demand  met  .with  in- 
credulity at  one  large  genera- 
tor, wttfch  pointed  out  that 
Protessor  Uttlechild’s  staff 
was  already  supposed  to  hold 
the  information,  from  earlier 
scrutiny  ^ generators  owned 
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Most  and  least  expensive  dUes  in  the  world  to  spend  a day  and  a night 
Most  expeiwive 
Moscow  [ 

Tokyo  [ 

Buenos  Aires  [ 

Hong  Kong  [ 

Copenhagen 

Tirana  Tkm 
Ereksn  jtimanb 
Vihnius  uosna  ^ 

AplawBonm 


E360 


by  regional 

The  J*  Offer’s 

rMiiiast  undermineti 

crodlhility.  Some 

placed 

^pressed 

a»  regulator 

for  “basic  informatron  . 

0£gas  said  that  it 
(jM^TransCo.  the 
^ division 

transmitting 

details  of  contracts  with  ot^ 
shippers  and  commercial 

is  undersl^  to  ha™ 

overfed  TransCo’s  claim 

fliat  the  details  are 

tlal.  The  watchdog^d  it  wM 
concerned  to  establw^hat 

role  British  Gas  Play“.J2 
selecting  firms  and  regions 
forsupply.cute.  . 

TransCo  has  maintaineti 
throughout  the  crisis  ttot  the 
need  to  maintain  a balanced 
system  is  the  only  criterion  a* 
issue  in  selecting  Pirate  for 
cuts.  But  an  Oifeas  official 
said  yesterday:  “We  find  tl^ 
TransCto  does  have  a du^ 
here...fThe  cuts)  may  be 
done  on  a localised  basis,  but 
(Tran^)  cannot  say  they  are 
not  involved."  , ^ ..  .. 

The  National  Gnd  said  it 
would  conduct  an  internal 
review  of  the  events  of  the 
last  week.  Problems  over  gas 
supply  contracts  and  power 
generators  were  a matter  for 
British  Gas  and  tbe  owners  oi 
the  generating  stations. 

The  trade  and  industry  de- 
partment said  it  was  monitor- 
ing Offer’s  inquiry  but  added 
that  it  was  too  early  to  say, 
whether  changes  would  be 
needed  to  ensure  g^fired 
stations  had  priority  in 
receiving  gas  over  other  com- 
mercial users. 

The  Pool,  which  runs  tbe 
system  through  which  elec- 
tricity is  traded,  said  yester- 
day that  power  prices  had' 
soared  under  the  spur  of  neai> 
record  demand. 


Pearson  set  for  £46m 
takeover  of  SelecTV 

E^lARSON.  the  medteccRzibine  vdiose  businesses  inctnde  Madame 
Tussauds  airi  the  Ifinancial  Times,  yesterday  announcai  a £46  mil- 
lion recommended  cash  oE^  for  Seieeff'V.  diie  ind^xsKiept 
ston  production  conmany  shows  inchide  Lovejoy  and  Krds  of 

a Feather.  Psaiscm  alieady  owns  Thames 'fislevision.  i»t)ducer  ctf 
The  Bin.  and  C^undy  Worldwide,  whi^  makes  Nei^ibouts. 

Pearson  is  selling  cm  SelecTV's  stake  in  Moidien,  the  nv 
coenpany  fer  tfie  south  of  Ek^and,  to  MAI,  the  media-to-bnddng 
group  whiiti  already  (wros  a mtqority  stake  to  the  station,  to 
£30  miUian  to  a s^»rate  deal  SefecflV,  which  used  to  be  owned  by 
Robert  Maxwell,  has  sold  its  caUe  televisioa  business  to  the 

Londc«iwe^aiayTIV<xmtincto'.for£52mfllioa— JbnJE&tg 


Alliance  to  became  bank 

BRITAIN’S  fourth  bluest  buildiz^  society . the  Alliance  A Leices- 
ter, will  tod^  anziounce  plans  to  become  a bank,  SO  ending  its  ISO- 
year-old  society  status.  More  foan  3 millioa  society  members  will 
benefit  from  a £15  billicm  share  bonanza'wbenite  society  joins 
the  stockmaTket  next  year.  But  amillicm  current  account 

ers  win  be  excluded  from  bonuses  of  around  £1,000  each. 

The  Alliance  has  kmgbegi  tipped  as  a favourite  for  conversion 
toto  a bank,  and  was  consida^  the  most  likely  candidate  to  beat 
tfie  Abbey  National  to  this  status,  when  it  convei^  inises. 
However,  commercial  lending  losses  to  the  late 1960s  put  tbe  piarie 
aaica.  — TeresaHunia- 


Germans  eye  chemists 


GEHE,  the  German  pharmaceuticals  group  which  is  Europe’s 
biggest  drugs  wholesaler,  confirmed  yestiwday  that  it  is  consider- 
ing a counter-bid  for  Lloyds  Chemists,  afbrtn^t  after  rival 
drugs  group  Unichem  announced  a £514  millimi  agreed  bid  for 
Lloyds.  GEHEsnappedupBritishdnigs  wholesaler  AAR  for 
£400  tnilUon  last  May.  Lloyds  shares,  which  were  valued  at  39to 
by  Unichem's  casb-mid-shares  <^er,  have  raced  to  a year’s  bioft  nf 
4S0p.—RmKing 


Tomkins  purchase  agreed 

TGMIONSb^  finalised  foe  purchase  price  for  (3ates  Rubber  tbe 
world's  largest  automotive  belts  and  bio^  company,  at  £788^  mil- 
lion.  Thepaymmttrillbeinpreferredstockandhasbeenagreed 
two- weeks  after  the  deal  was  first  announced.  The  privately- 
owned  Gates  now  joins  theToniktos'  stable,  which  indud^Rank 

Hovis  bread  and  cakes  and  the  Smith  & Wesson  handguns  coat 
pany.  Tomkms  released  figures  showing  profits  to  the  fiwrfTiiwa 

monnis of laas at $85.5 mlllinn  (9S7 m ill irm)  TonyMc^  ' 


Phone  firm’s  Canadian  deal 

BRITAIITO  sote  munitopal  telephcme  emnpany,  Ktoaston  Com- 

municatioDS  based  in  Hull,  is  establishing  its  first  Nortii  Ameri 

can  base  with  a £1  million  acquisition  (ff  the  Canadian  testizm 

tecUity  (tertelecouL  Executives  said  yesterday  flaealliancewoulri 
encourage  mutual  £1*011*01  intheexpanriingTgi^p^nft^j.  MiTrfh 

AmaHfiflw  twaffaete  _ Mnrtyn  ffclmll 


Brokers’ RaiHrack  contract 

Government  wifi  today  take  another  step  towanis  the  £2 

biUioapnvatisatlOin  ofRafljxack  by  announctog^t  Merrill 

managere  for  tfie  tatenBtkmalsen-ctff.Bofobr6kerew(mil£^ 
ccaitract  after  16  favestmeut  banks  pitdKd  for  one  ofEurobe’s. 

biggest  privatisatioa  opportunities.  They  will  work 
Warburg,  in  overaU  charge  oftheseU^iiff.  — PabickDonoiS^ 
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Alfiletfcs 

Bailey  books 
Christie 
into  Atlanta 


Richard  Williams 

hears  Canada’s 
world  champion 
up  the  Olympic  ante 

DON^  watch  Linlbrd’s 
lips.  Donovan  Bailey 
said  yesterday. 
Watch  his  feet  And 
cheek  the  stopwatch.  Because 
Christie  is  only  fooling  when 
be  says  he  won’t  be  in  Atlanta 
this  siixnmer.  Just  as  he  was 
fboLing,  according  to  Bailey, 
when  be  collapsed  on  the 
track  in  the  final  of  the  World 
Championships  last  year. 

Christie  won  two  races  in 
Australia  at  tbe  weekend  dur- 
ing his  winter  training  pro- 
gramme. then  fended  off  in- 
quiries about  his  intentions, 
saying  that  he  was  tired  of 
being  asked  about  the  Olym- 
pic Games  and  had  made  no 
decision  yet  on  whether  to  de- 
fend his  title.  at  the  age(ff36. 

But  Bailey,  who  relieved 
Christie  of  one  title  at  the 
World  Championships  in 
Sweden,  is  confident  that 
^rtien  be  lines  up  for  the  100 
metres  final  m jujy, 
Olympic  champion  will  be 
aton^ide  him  in  the  blocks. 

“Linfbrd  is  bluffing  you 
guys,"  tbe  Canadian  sprinter 
said  in  London  yesterd^. 
"\niatever  he’s  telling  you, 
he’ll  run.  It  doesn't  matter 
bow  old  he  is.  He  ran  9.97  at 
ffie  end  of  last  season.  Ihe 
oOier  day  in  Australia  he  ran 
10  seconds  flat  If  you  can  do 
tbat  it  wouldn't  matter  if  you 
were  85  years  old. 

"You  talk  to  any  of  the 
printers.  None-  of  us  thinks 
Linfbrd  won’t  show  up.  Ask  a 
sprinter  from  one  of  the 
smaller  coimtries,  a guy  who 
mi^t  be  running  10.6  r^t 
now.'  Ask  him  whether  he’d 
expect  a guy  who’s  running  10 
Hat  to  be  there." 

And,  pethaps  as  part  of  the 
psychological  build-up  to  At- 
la]^  Bailey  pointedly  cast 
doubt  cm  the  extent  of  the  in- 
huy  which  saw  Christie  end 
tbe  final  In  Gothenburg  lying 
on  the  track  clutching  his 


hamstring  and  gesturing  for 
attendants  to  apply  ice-padcs. 

“A  fit  Linfbrd  Christie  ran 
that  race,"  Bailey  said.  "He 
was  first  out  of  his  blocks  but 
he  was  overtaken.  You  watch 
it  again.  He  was  back  in  the 
village  a couple  of  days  later 
ready  to  run  the  relay  if  your 
guys  [Britain]  were  going  to 
make  tbe  final.  A short  time 
later  he  ran  10.03  in  Zurich. 
Me  and  my  coach  and  foe 
other  competitors  know  that 
no  one  In  the  fim*!  was  in- 
jured. Just  watch  the  video." 

Bailey’s  agent.  Sue  Barrett, 
immediately  denied  the  alle- 
gations. "They  are  totally 
without  foundation,"  she 
said.  "Donovan  ought  to  be 
carefiil  about  what  he’s  say- 
ing. It  was  a genuine  iujury. 
Linford  flew  to  Zurich  for 
treatment  and  if  necessary 
the  specialist  he  saw  will  con- 
Arm  it  It  looks  like  a bit  of  a 
publicity  stunt" 

Like  Christie,  Bailey  was 
born  in  Jamaica,  where  he 
spent  his  early  life  before  his 
fomlly  moved  to  CawaA«  At 
28  he  is  eight  years  youn^r 
than  the  man  whose  world 
title  he  took  in  Gothenburg. 
And  yesterday  he  was  dis- 
tinctly onfezed  by  the  high 
proportion  of  questions  he 
was  invited  to  answer  on 
Christie.  "1  have  great  respect 
for  foe  man,"  he  said.  "T^T«  is 
his  coun^  so  cf  course  the 
question  is  going  to  come  up.’’ 

Bailey  is  based  in  Austin, 
Texas,  but  has  family  in 
don  and  Derby  as  well  as  Can- 
ada. He  expects  a high-quality 
race,  in  Atlanta,  with  foe 
United  States  out  to  regain 
their  sprint  supremacy.  "1 
think  the  Americans  are  go- 
ing to  be  sending  three  guys 
who’re  really  smoking,"  he 
said.  “But  Fm  not  feai^  of 
any  of  them." 

He  was  in  London  yestei> 
day,  along  with  the  Cuban 
long  jumper  Ivan  Pedroso  and 
the  German  discus  thrower 
Lars  Reidel  to  present  a pre- 
Olympic  television  advertis- 
ing campaign  mounted  by 
Adidas,  ^ sportswear  com- 
pany. Introduced  by  Al 
Oert^,  the  American  discus 
champion  who  won  four  con- 


Eyes  cm  the  Games . . . Bailey  believes  he  has  nothing  to  fear  lyom  his  rivals  this  snmmer 


secutive  Olympic  gold  medals 
between  1956  and  1968.  the 
campaign  also  features  the 
Algerian  middle-distance  lun- 
ner  Noureddine  Morceli  and 
three  more  Cubans,  the  run- 
ner Ana  Fidelia  Quirot. 


heavyweight  boxer  Felix  Sa- 
vcn  and  high  jumper  Javier 
Sotomayor,  plus  filmed  recon- 
structions of  the  triumphs  of 
Jesse  Owens.  WUma  Rudolph, 
Bob  Beamon  and  Teofllo 
Stephenson. 


If  Bailey’s  alli^tions  repre- 
sented the  opening  shot  in  foe 
fight  for  the  Olympic  100 
metres  gold  medal,  then  these 
TV  commercials  comprise 
Adidas’s  first  broadside  In  its 
private  competition  with 


PHOTOGRAPH:  mANK  BARON 

Nike,  its  American  rival  — 
the  biflion-dollar  battle  to  use 
the  coming  summer’s  images 
df  sporting  excellence  to  get 
shoes  moving  at  record  speed, 
not  on  foe  track  but  out  of  foe 
shops. 


Boxing 


Middleweight  spotlight  dims  as  Woodhall  defends  European  title  against  Wormald 


Jadk  Massartc 


The  novel  super-middle- 
weight division  has  made 
good  money  for  Chris  Eubank 
and  Nigel  Benn  but  seriously 
devalu^  the  middleweights, 
on(»  foe  glamour  division  of 
British  boxing. 

British  middlewei^t  cham- 
pions from  Randolph  Turpin 


to  Tony  Sibson  could  draw 
big  crowds,  even  to  their  do- 
mestic title  defences,  yet 
tonight’s  promoter  Mickey 
Duff  cannot  fill  a Londcm 
arena  for  a European  champi- 
onship contest  between  two 
Rngii^  middleweights. 

Richie  Woodhall  (Telfteti) 
thus  gives  Derek  Wonnald 
(Rochdale)  his  big  chance  at 
the  Aston  Villa  Leisure  Cen- 


tre, where  turnstile  takings 
will  not  be  helped  by  tonight's 
Premiership  match  between 
Aston  Villa  and  Liverpool  at 
nearby  Villa  Paric. 

Time  vras  when  the  Euro- 
pean Boxing  Union  would 
have  overruled  an  all-British 
line-up  unless  foe  challenger 
was  Europe’s  undisputed  top 
contender,  ^tiiich  Wormald 
most  certainly  Is  not.  Now  30. 


he  took  a three-year  sabbati- 
cal after  losing  to  Gary 
Stretch  for  the  British  light- 
middleweight  championship 
in  October  1989  and  comes  to 
this  fight  with  a 20-l>3  record 
and  a moderate  form-gui^  of 
two  draws  and  a points  win. 

He  does,  however,  punch 
hard  ermugh  to  make  this 
fight  a risk  for  Woodhall.  who 
is  hoping  to  challenge  Quincy 


Taylor  <tftlie  United  States  for 
the  WBC  title. 

Duff  realises  this,  but  in- 
sists: “It's  no  good  keeping 
Richie  out  of  work  while  he 
waits  for  foe  world  title.  He’s 
the  champion  and  has  to 
make  defences.  Even  if  he  has 
another  couple  of  fights  be- 
fore Taylor,  te’Il  get  there.” 

Robert  McCracken,  Bir- 
mingham's Commonwealth 


middleweight  champion,  was 
to  have  met  Worcester’s  Paul 
Busby  on  tonight's  undercard 
but  has  kidney  trouble  seri- 
ous enou^  to  require  urgent 
surgery, 

• ^ul  Weir  has  been  offered 
a rematch  with  South  Africa’s 
WBO  light-flyweight  cham- 
pion Baby  Jake  Matlala,  who 
beat  foe  Scot  by  a cut-eye 
Stoppage  last  November. 
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Motor  Racing 

Cars  to  be 
fitted  with 
black  boxes 


Alan  Heniy 


Grand  prix  cars 
be  fitM  with 
aircraft-style  "black 
boxes"  from  the 
start  of  the  1997  season  in 
order  to  remove  any  doubt 
about  the  cause  of  accidents. 

Max  Mosley,  president  of 
the  international  governing 
body  Fia,  announced  the 
move  yesterday.  The  black 
boxes  may  be  introduced  on 
an  experimental  basis  during 
foe  coming  season. 

Mosley  said  foe  design  of 
the  date  recorder  had  been 
commissioned  from  an  .Amer- 
ican company  and  that  the 
total  cost  would  be  around 
SI  million  (£660,000),  to  be 
shared  by  all  foe  competing 
teams. 

He  confirmed  that  the  sys- 
tems u'ould  be  used  only  to 
gather  data  in  the  event  an 
accident  They  would  not  be 
used  to  apportion  blame  after 
collisions  such  as  those  be- 
tween Michael  Schumacher 
and  Damon  Hill  over  the  past 
two  seasons. 

Mosley  also  revealed  that 
Fia  was  attempting  to  create  a 
code,  an>roved  by  the  Euro- 
pean Commission,  governing 
the  fiiture  investigation  of 
crashes  in  Formula  One. 

“The  aircraft  industry  has 
said  it  wants  to  see  things 
handled  in  a pertain  way  and 
to  have  their  code  accepted  by 
Brussels,  and  we  want  some- 
thing similar,’’  said  Mostey. 

"We’Ve  started  discussions 
with  foe  Italian  authorities  to 


do  something  like  this,  as  the 
current  situation  makes  the 
teams  feel  very  uneasy." 

He  declined  to  comment  on 
whether  tbe  move  to  intro- 
duce black  boxes  was 
prompted  by  speculation  over 
the  cause  of  Ayrton  Senna’s 
fatal  accident  In  the  1994  San 
Marino  GP  at  Imola  in  Italy. 

Senna  was  leading  the  race 
in  his  Williams-Renault  when 
he  plunged  off  the  circuit  at 
190  mph.  making  no  apparent 
effort  to  negotiate  tbe  flat-out 
Tamburello  left-hander.  The 
speculation  has  centred  on 
possible  steering  failure  but, 
with  no  sign  of  foe  investigat- 
ing magistrate’s  official 
report  into  the  accident  being 
prfolished,  no  fmal  conclu- 
sions can  be  reached.  In  this 
case  a black  box  could  have 
helped  pinpoint  the  reason 
for  the  accident. 

Mosley  expressed  his  frus- 
tration over  the  amount 
time  it  was  taking  to  public 
the  Senna  accidmt  report. 
But  he  said  he  did  not  know 
anything  about  recent  piaims 
that  Italian  magistrates  were 
about  to  take  action  against 
Williams  team  memb^  or 
the  Imola  circuit  authorities. 

"TTiis  sort  (tf  thing  is  very 
annoying  because  it  goes  on 
and  on,  but  there  is  nothing 
we  can  do."  he  said.  "Fm  hop- 
ing to  know  more  at  the  week- 
end as  I am  going  to  Italy." 

He  admitted  that  he  had 
seen  a copy  of  the  technical 
report  on  tbe  Senna  accident, 
but  felt  unable  to  comment 
until  tbe  official  version  had 
been  made  public. 


Sport  in  brief 


Tennis 

A report  to  the  German  par- 
liament claimed  yesterday 
that  St^  Graf  and  her  father 
Peter,  both  under  invesl^- 
tion  for  allied  tax  evasion, 
were  given  preferential  treat- 
ment by  finance  ministry  offi- 
cials. who  held  meetings  with 
Peter  Graf  to  discuss  his  ta.x 
affairs.  Graf,  57.  has  been 
remanded  in  custody  since 
August  on  suspicion  of  con- 
cealing £16  million  of  his 
dauf^ter's  earnings. 

Badminton 

Anders  Nielsen  is  to  be 
funded  by  the  Badminton 
Association  to  enable  him  to 
play  for  England  in  the  world 
team  championships  in 
Prague  in  three  weeks’  time, 
unrUss  Richard  Jago,  even 
though  it  has  refused  to  sup- 
port him  in  any  other  over- 
seas tournament  until  tbe  end 
of  the  Olympic  qualifying 
period  on  Mai'  1-  Nielsen's 
refusal  to  play  in  two  British 
Grand  Slam  tournaments  has 
soured  foe  relationship  be- 


tween the  national  champion 
and  the  national  association. 

Skiing 

A second  downhill  has  been 
added  to  this  weekend's 
women’s  World  Cup  schedule 
in  Val  dlsere.  Four  races  will 
be  run  over  thr^  days,  start- 
ii^  on  Friday  with  a super- 
giant slalom  postponed  ^om 
Lake  Louise  in  Canada,  fol- 
lowed by  a double  downhill 
on  Saturday  and  another 
super-GS  on  Sunday. 

Ice  Hockey 

Ice  Hockey  Superleague  Lim- 
ited hosts  a meeting  at  tbe 
National  Exhibition  Centre 
today  to  advance  plans  for  foe 
professional  league  it  intends 
to  start  in  September,  writes 
Vic  Batchelder.  Invitations 
have  gone  to  all  24  British 
League  clubs. 

Cricket 

Ihe  start  of  England  Under- 
19’s  third  and  final  Test 
against  Zimbabwe  was  post- 
poned until  today  because  of 
heavy  rain  in  Harare. 


Racing 


Smith’s  Band  Mrs  P’s  dark  horse 


Chris  Hawkins 


That  Jenny  Pitman  is  a 
jumping  trainer  of  sul> 
stance  is  not  in  doubt 
and  her  Cbeltenbam  Gold 
CupGrand  National  record 
places  her  third  behind  tbe 
great  Vincent  O’Brien  and 
Fted  Rixoell  in  the  post-war 
hierarchy. 

O'Brien's  record  ctf  four 
(3<dd  Chips  and  three  Nation- 
als will  probably  stand  for- 
ever, while  Rimell’s  score  of 
two  Gold  Ci^  and  four  Na- 
tionals is  a wonderful  testi- 
mony to  his  wily  skills. 

• Mrs  Pitman  has  so  for  won 
each  race  tvdce.  although  she 
has  bad  three  horses  pass  the 
post  first  at  Aintree  — Esha 
Ness  winning  "the  race  tbat 
never  was"  in  1993. 

She  readily  admits  that  tbe 
ninfl  minutes  or  so  it  takes  to 
run  the  National  leaves  her  a 
physical  wreck,  but  she  ran- 
not  resist  its  challenge  and  at 
the  moment  Christopher  Moi> 
daunt,  the  British  Horserafr 
Board  steeplechase  handi- 
rapper,  is  grappling 'witii  no 
less  than  five  Pitman  entrira 
— Royal  Athlete,  Lusty 
.Superior  Finish.  Smiths 

Results 
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Rawd  aod  Do  Be  Brief  — for 
this  year's  race.. 

Mordaunt  will  reveal  his 
thoughts  when  the  weighfo 
are  announced  next  Tuesday 
Awd  has  virtually  conde  to  his 
conclusions;  only  Saturday’s 
Grand  National  Trial  at 
Chepstow,  Sandown’s  Agfa 
Diamo^  Chase  and  tiie  Hen- 
nessy  Gold  Cup  at  Lec^iard- 
stown  on  Sunday  remain  to 
influence  him. 

Mrs  P’s  Superior  Finish  is 
currently  20-1  wifo  Coral's  for 
tbe  Martell  National  and 
whether  he' wins  at  Chepstow 
on  Ssfoirday  win  probably 
have  little  bearing  on  the 
weight  he  is  allocated  at 
Aintree.  • ^ 

At  the  moDoent  be  is  oCu- 
ciaUy  rated  at  144,  which  puts 
htm  behind  Master  Oats, 
who  win  abnost  certainly  get 
top  weight  in  the  NationaL 
Last  year,  oB  foe  same 
mark.  Master  Oats  had  list 
101b  at  Aintree,  which  means, 
if  Mordaunt  follows  tbe  same 
principle,  that  any  horse 
rated  more  than  24lb  Inferior 
to  Tii™  wiU  be  oat  of  foe 
handicap  proper. 

So  as  stand  at  the 

moment,  Superior  Finish. 
wiU  not  have  more  than  10 
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stone  in  foe  National.  Last 
year  (when  carrying  151b 
more  than  his  true  ba^rap 
wei^O  he  unseated  Peter  Nl- 
venat  the  tenth. 

This  season  he  looks  an  im- 
proved horse,  having  won  foe 
Anthony  Mildmay  at  San- 
down  last  mon^  and  there  is 
no  doubting  his  stamina  for 
Aintree. 

If  Mordaunt  does  not  give 
Master  Oats  top  weight  it  will 
be  because  the  gelding  1$ 
beaten  a long  way  at  Leopard- 
stown  on  Sunday  by  Jodami, 
currently  rated  ^ inferior  to 
him.  Jodami  seems . to  love 
Leopardstown  and  will  be  ^- 
ing  for  his  fourth  successive 
Hennessy  win  tiiere,  but  he 
will  need  to  beat  Master  Oats 
comprehensively  to  be  rated 
above  him. 

Young  Hustler  is  14-1 
fovoorite  for  foe  National  and 
will  be  watched  wtfo  interest 
if  he  turns  out  for  tbe  Agfo 
Chase  at  Sandown. 

Last  year’s  winner,  Rcqral 
Athlete,  although  he  is  now  13 
years  ol^  is  a 25-1  chance  and 
at  the  moment  Mrs  Pitman 
has  every  intention  of  run- 
ning him  again.  The  "dark 
horse"  amoi%  her  entries  is 
Smith’s  Band,  although  book- 
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ies  are  taking  no  chances 
with  this  second-season 
chaser,  who  Is  only  20-1. 

Smith’s  Band  jumped  round 
Haydock  wifo  aplomb  when 
Just  touched  off  by  Scotton 
Banks  last  month  and  looks  a 
real  Aintree  type.  Like  Supe- 
rior Finish,  he  will  not  get 
much  weight  and  is  likely  to 
be  out  of  the  handicap, 

Adrian  Maguire  hopes  to 
ride  out  tomorrow  as  the  pre- 
lude to  a quicker-than-ex- 
pected  return  to  the  saddle. 
His  damaged  left  knee,  in- 
jured in  a pile-up  at  E<eicester 
last  week,  has  recovered  so 
quickly  that  he  is  considering 
riding  at  Sandoivn  on 
Saturday. 

It  was  initially  feared  he 
foced  six  weeks  off,  taking 
him  dangerously  close  to 
missing  another  Cheltenham 
FestivaL 

“I  think  it  was  made  out  to 
be  more  than  it  was."  said 
Maguire  yesterday.  “The  leg 
is  improving  very  quickly 
and  I feel  very  good  I (sin't 
say  now  that  I be  riding 
cm  Saturday  but  we  will  see 
how  things  aune  alor%.  I will 
$peak  to  . Dr  Michael  Turner 
and  ride  if  be  approves  and  I 
feel  up  to  it 


Jumping  still 
out  in  the  cold 

The  meetings  at  Windsor 
and  Leicester  today  have 
been  called  off  because  of 
frost  while  tomcurow’s  pro- 
grammes at-  Towcester  and 
Sedgefleld  are  in  doubt.  Both 
courses  inspect  this  morning. 

There  Is  still  snow  at  Kelso 
MTid  f^lday’s  meeting  there 
hinges  on  an  inspection  this 
afternoon. 

^ndown's  Saturday  card  is 
also  in  the  balance.  Tlie  track 
is  frosfoound  and  chances  are 
rated  50-50. 

Chepstow,  also  due  to  race 
on  Saturday,  report  some  fro- 
zen patches  but  no  inspection 
is  planned. 


Wolverhampton  (All-weather  Flat)  with  form 
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Martin  Thorpe  finds  the  fund  of  goodwill  running  out  for  the  troubled  Ray  Wilkins 

Why  Mr  Nice  Guy  is  now 
the  ioneiiest  Ranger 


The  problem  is  that  he 
is  so  nice.  Not  that 
being  nice  should  be  a 
problem.  But  when 
your  team  are  staring  Ends> 
leigh  League  football  in  the 
face  and  have  just  been 
knocked  out  of  the  FA  Cup. 
the  average  supporter  wants 
to  have  a go  at  the  manager. 

However,  Ray  Wilkins  is 
such  an  honest  and  decent 
chap  that  most  people  feel 
plain  guilty  about  criticising 
him.  “It  is  Like  having  a go  at 
a favourite  auntie."  says  Dave 
Thomas,  editor  of  the  Rangers 
fanzine  A Kick  up  the  R's. 
“Had  it  been  anybody  else, 
Ray  vrould  have  got  a lot  more 
stick  for  some  of  the  things 
he's  done.  But  people  are  pre- 
pared to  forgive,  because  he  is 
so  nice  and  you  want  him  to 
do  well.” 

After  six  defeats  on  the  trot, 
though,  the  death  rattle  of 
boos  has  recently  been  heard 


at  Loftus  Road,  and  according 
to  Thomas  the  is  grow- 
ing in  the  seats  that  Wilkins 
is  not  the  man  for  the  hottest 
oneofalL 

Even  Wilkins  was  for  the 
first  time  talking  publicly 
about  the  posslbihty  of  the 
sack  after  'Diesday’s  home  de- 
feat by  Chelsea,  though  the 
rhairman  Peter  Ellis  bad  the 
previous  day  given  his  man- 
ager a fulsome  vote  of  confi- 
dence for  the  second  lime  this 
month. 

Wilkins’s  erudite  television 
pu2)dltr}'  a2id  intelligent  con- 
fident. fatherly  demeanour 
bad  pigeon-holed  him  as  per- 
fect for  the  job  15  months  ago. 
E\'eryone  agreed  he  was  the 
perfect  choice.  So  how  has  it 
come  to  this? 

The  39-year-old  said  many 
times  before  be  jumped 
throu^  the  hoops  at  Rangers 
that  he  was  in  no  hurry  to 
move  up.  an  acknowledgment 


John  Mullin  offers  a sympathetic  ear  as 
the  promotion-challenging  Allan  McGraw 
laughs  off  suggestions  that  he 
is  the  sickest  football  manager  in  Britain 

Medicine  man 
weaves  speii 
over  Morton 


He  IS  a phenomenon. 
Two  dozen  opera- 
tions on  his  shat- 
tered knees,  with 
leg  amputation  a constant 
threat;  his  gall-bladder 
removed;  a duodenal  ulcer 
diagnosed  at  that  opera- 
tion: serious  chest  pains; 
and  now  a heart  attack. 
And  Allan  McGraw.  on 
extra-strength  pcOnkillers. 
thinks  he  is  the  lucky  one. 

The  manager  of  Giveoock 
Morton,  promotion  conten- 
ders in  the  Scottish  First 
Division,  laughs  at  sugges- 
tions that  be  is  the  sickest 
football  manager  in  Britain. 
"But  I wlU  be  donatUig  my 
body  to  mechcal  science.** 
McGraw.  who  bolds  the 
British  post-war  record  for 
the  most  goals  in  a season 
with  58.  is  54  now.  and  bis 
father  died  from  a heart 
attack  at  the  same  age. 

His  first  scare  came  in  the 
dug-out  as  Morton  defeated 
Dunfermline  last  Novem- 
ber. and  be  was  rushed  to 
hospital.  He  was  unable  to 
stay  aw'd)',  and  was  back  at 
bis  desk  in  his  tiny  ofiQce. 
his  crutches  propped  be- 
hind him,  within  48  boors. 

*‘I  was  sitting  in  the 
house  exactly  a week  later. 
I thought  it  was  my  ulcer 
again.  I went  for  a wee 
walk,  and  then  the  chest 
pains  began.  Terrible.  1 
knew  it  was  a heart  attack 
and  I thought  my  number 
was  up.  A couple  of  hoars 
later  at  hospital,  1 felt  like 
an  in^oster.  It  was  if  Fd 
never  had  an  attack.” 

His  wife  Jean  forced 
McGraw.  Scotland's  long- 
est-serving manager  after 
10  years  in  charge  at  Mor- 
ton, to  rest.  So  he  tried  to 
listen  to  the  matches  on  the 
radio,  bnt  switched  off  in 
dlsgast  as  his  side  went  one 
down  within  a minute  to 
Dundee  United  to  lose 
ground  in  the  champion- 
ship chase. 

He  left  it  off  when  Morton 
travelled  to  St  Johnstone 
but  a neighbour  phoned  to 
tell  him  his  side  were  los- 
ing 3-0  and  the  game  was 
only  15  minutes  old.  "I 
thought  I might  as  well  go 
back  to  watch.” 

McGraw  will  be  in  charge 
tonight  for  the  first  time 
since  his  heart  attack.  On 
the  Clyde  delta,  they  care 


not  for  the  clash  of  the 
Milan  giants  or  an  Old 
Firm  match.  There  is  only 
one  derby  which  matters, 
and  Morton.  Second  Div- 
ision champions  last  sea- 
son, will  go  one  point  be- 
hind the  leaders  Dundee 
United  if  they  win  at  St  Mir^ 
ren.  And  still  have  a game 
in  band. 

Be  first  arrived  at  Cap- 
pielow  Park  in  1960.  Hal 
Stewart,  the  charming  con- 
man  who  ran  Morton  back 
then,  snatched  him  ahead 
of  Spurs  and  Newcastle.  He 
bad  a way  with  vords. 

McGraw  scored  on  his 
debut,  and  in  his  six  sea- 
sons at  Morton  bettered  35 
goals  each  year.  Elis  great- 
est and  worst  season  was 
1963-64.  wben  bis  58  goals 
helped  Morion  to  the  Sec- 
ond Division  champion^p 
with  only  one  defeat  in  36 
games.  But  statistics  of  a 
sadder  nature  were  to  take 
their  toll  on  his  knees,  now 
ruined  by  arthritis. 

‘*1  injured  my  left  knee 
but  I was  desperate  to  keep 
playing.  1 took  25  cortisone 
injections  in  that  season. 
Little  was  known  about  it 
then,  but  it  seemed  to  work. 
They  say  now  nobody 
should  have  more  than 
three  in  a lifetime." 

He  had  already  missed  a 
chance  to  join  Chelsea. 
When  Jimmy  Greaves  went 
to  Milan  in  1961.  Tommy 
Docherty  offered  £28,000 
for  him.  Stewart  haggled 
for  an  extra  two  grand  and 
the  deal  was  dead. 

But  Hibernian  did  offer 
him  a chance  in  1966  to 
play  for  a bigger  club. 
McGraw,  his  right  knee 
now  badly  injured,  felt  they 
hardly  got  value  for  the 
£15.000  fee. 

Bnt  be  still  banged  in 
plenty  of  goals.  Until  his 

last  match  against  Dundee 
in  a League  Cup  semi-final 
in  1968.  Already  saffering 
the  injury  which  ended  his 
playing  career  at  28.  he  still 
managed  to  score  the  win- 
ner. in  time  added  on  for 
treatment  to  him. 

His  first  knee  joint  was  fit- 1 
ted  when  be  was  36.  with 
doctors  telling  him  he  bad 
tbe  knees  of  a 70-year-old. 
He  has  had  a major  opera- 
tion every  year  since  then. 
Tbe  medical  experts  told 


of  the  unique  stresses  of  maa- 
agei^p,  especially  at  a club 
such  as  Rangers  whae  the 
best  players  are  sold  and 
money  is  tight  fbr  replace- 
ments. But  his  apprenticeship 
has  been  toiler  than  even 
he  mi^  have  guessed. 

He  saved  Ran^rs  fiom  rei^ 
gation  last  season  and  took 
them  to  the  quarter-finals  of 
the  FA  Cup.  But  it  has  been 
downhill  from  there.  The 
problems  b^an  with  the  en- 
forced sale  of  Les  Ferdinand. 

liie  team  not  only  lost  25- 
plus  guaranteed  goals  a sea- 
son. but  there  was  no  money 
for  a comparable  replace- 
ment And  for  all  ’Davor  Sin- 
clair’s touch  and  runs  and  en- 
ei^,  his  contributkin  simply 
does  not  have  the  same  dii^ 
impact  as  Perdinand’s. 

From  there  flowed  Wilkins, 
next  problem:  wboin  to  buy' 
with  tbe  money  that  did  be- 
come available.  The  manager 


flunked  the  test  After  decid- 
ing the  midfield  needed 
strengthening,  he  paid  £1.25 
million  for  Ned  Zelic,  who 
was  injured  dir  two  months, 
started  three  first-team 
games,  became  homesick  and 
is  now  on  loan  at  Eintrachi 
fVankfiirt  And,  crucially.  Ze- 
lic*s  much-need^  transfer  tee 
cannot  be  used  for  urgent 
team  strengthening  until  be 
jasold 

Ihmi  there  was  the  strange 
case  of  Simmi  Osborn,  bou^t 
from  Reading  for  £^.000.  He 
hardly  played,  and  five  moiths 
later  was  sold  to  Wolves. 

VnikiBs's  other  transfer  de- 
cision was  to  pay  £1A  million 
for  a 34-3rear-^d,  Mark  Rate- 
ley.  who  was  injured  for  six 
weeks  on  his  arrival  in  Octo- 
ber and  has  since  scored  only 
one  goal.  "The  bottom  line.” 
says  Thomas,  “Is  we’re  not 
good  enough." 

Wilkins  says  he  has  tried  to 


Wilkins ...  enrinos  buys  Zelie.. . b^an  three  games 


f a winning  frOPl  hIS 

limited  resources  by  con- 
stantiy  changing  the  team’s 
line-up  and  system.  But  his 
critics  call  that  **not  knowing 
his  best  side”  and  disnipting 
any  chance  cf  forging  an 
understanding. 

There  is  also  the  confidence 
problem.  Rangers  lost  scans 
cmcial  games  at  tbe  start  of 
the  season  when  they  wme 
playing  well,  whldi  set  them 
on  a slippery  psychological 
slope  from  whi^  they  have 
not  recovered.  Wilki^  has 
also  pointed  to  the  silly  mis- 
takes his  team  keep  maVing 

Yet  despite  foe  problems 
and  the  team’s  ominous  posi- 
tion 'be  refuses  to  lanic  or  to 
criticise  his  team  in  public. 


I always  highlighting  tbe  posi- 
I tive  aspects  of  a losing  perfbr- 
' Tnanno  predicting  ^ will 
come  rigfrt-  As  deteat  foUofws 
defeat,  his  optimism  has 
' taken  on  a surreal  quality. 

As  Ihomas  says:  **nier8 
are  times  when  the  ship's 
' «iTiirine  that  you  don’t  want 
I the  captein  to  be  walking 
: around  reassuring  evaybody 
that  everything’s  okay.  It 
, would  be  nice  to  hear  some 
cold-blooded  realism.  If  we’re 
I crap  we  want  to  bear  that  we 
were  crap.  We're  tired  of 
' bearing  foe  same  old  line.  We 
j just  want  a recognition  tiiat 
I everyfoing’s  not  super  and 
smashing.” 

Which  is  why  being  nice 
: can  be  a problem. 


Meld  work . . . Allan  McGraw  plots  St  Mirren’s  downfall  tonight  as  he  eases  his  way  round  Can>telow  Paik  murdo  mkieod 


him  be  would  lose  his  l^s 
after  two  knee  replace- 
ments. flls  left  knee  is  on  its 
fourth;  the  right  its  second. 

“I  put  off  my  last  opera- 
tion until  May  because  we 
were  going  so  well  and  I 
<Udn’t  want  to  miss  out.  It 
was  a mistake.  It  was 
meant  to  be  done  in  Janu- 
ary and  I was  in  dreadful 
pain.  I only  sleep  about 
three  boon  a nl^t  now  but 
it  was  more  like  three  min- 
utes then."  He  would  fall 
over  more  than  a dozen 
times  a day.  His  secretary 
Jane  Rankin  was  regularly 
summoned  to  his  office  via 
a special  intercom  button 


and  she  would  have  to  un- 
lock his  knee  when  flecks 
bone  jammed  In  the  arti- 
ficial joint 

"i  wake  Qp  after  an  oper- 
ation so  relieved  to  see  the 
are  still  there.  1 some- 
times expect  they  will  have 
been  whipped  off.  The 
crutches  are  one  thlz%  but  I 
do  not  want  to  be  in  a 
wheelchair. 

“It’s  nobody’s  fanlt  but 
mine.  There  were  a couple 
of  senior  players  at  the 
time  telling  me  1 was  daft. 
Morton  never  pushed  me, 
although  it  is  true  1 never 
went  to  tbe  same  doctor 
twice  for  injections.  I jnst 


wanted  to  keep  playing, 
and  1 never  really  thought 
about  the  consequences. 

”1  think  rm  lucky.  Fve  a 
job  I love  doing  at  a cinb  I 
love.  Hiey  have  been  good 
to  me.  It's  tbe  people  here, 
the  supporters.  It's  a magic 
wee  place.  Woriting  with 
yoong  people  keeps  me 
young,  it's  what  I live  for." 

McGraw.  a laid-back  char- 
acter. totes  over  in  1985.  and 
Morton  are  now  threaten- 
ing to  take  a Premier  Div- 
ision place  under  his 
management  for  a second 
time.  His  side  have  sud- 
denly gelled  this  season  and 
are  earning  fine  reviews 


for  their  passing  game. 

He  has  a rule:  his  players 
get  tbe  best  medical  treat- 
ment there  is.  Three  of 
them  have  bad  serious  knee 
injuries  in  the  past  couple 
of  years.  All  were  given  tbe 
beri  help  money  coold  buy. 
costing  a small  dob  more 
than  £50.000. 

He  will  never  let  a player 
tom  out  unless  the  do(^r 
certifies  h*™  fit  Tbe  captain 
Janne  Lindberg  fell  foul  of 
that  mle  a month  back,  de- 
spite be^ing  to  play.  "One 
more  thing:  no  player  of 
mine  wUl  ever,  ever  take  a 
cortisone  injection  Jnst  to 
play  a game  of  football." 


Refuseniks 

still  top 

England  list 


Mntin’niorpe 


The  FA’S  king-makers 

met.  appropriately, 
for  90  minute®  yester- 
day to  compare  notes 
on  triiere  they  have  ^ to 
.choosing  the  nect  England 

manager.  . .. 

five-man  sub-cQnunit- 
tee  declined  to  reveal  te  con- 
clusions but  is  understood  to 
have  drawn  up  a shortlist  of 
ffanriidatfts  from  Which  soiuid- 
ings  will  now  be  taken,  partic- 
ularly to  verify  tlie  authentic- 
ity of  some  of  their  public 
denials  of  interest  in  replac- 
ing Terry  Venables. 

Tbe  shortlist  is  likely  to 
comprise  foe  usual  suspects: 
Kevin  Keegan,  Bryan  Robson 
and  Gerry  Francis  plus,  possi- 
bly. Glenn  Hoddle,  Roy  Hodg- 
son, Howard  Wilkinson  and 
Frank  Clark.  i 

The  sub-committee  — made  i 
np  of  the  FA  chairman  Sir 
Bert  Millichip.  chief  execu- 
tive Graham  Kelly,  vice- 
chairman  Chris  Wilcox,  inter- 
national committee  chairman 
Noel  White,  and  FA  council- 
lor and  Soufoampton  vice- 
chairman  Keith  Wiseman  — 
first  met  this  month.  Since 
then  foe  FA's  technical  ad- 
viser Jimmy  Annfield  has 
been  sounding  out  opinion  in 
the  professional  game  as  to 
who  should  get  foe  job. 

It  was  these  opinions  that 
Amfield  presented  to  tbe 


I sulHwmmittfie 

^ be  one  or 

mean  thev  do  not  want  foe 
^b.  but  I doubt  if  everybody 

Bateman 

four-man  interview  bc^ 
the  FootbaU  “ 

Ireland  was  >-es^y 

to  finalise  a rJjack 

search  for  a successor  to  jacK 

Charlton.  , 

Mick  McCaiJiy.  Joe  li- 
near. Liam  Brady. 
Walker  and  Dave  Bassett 
have  all  been  toterriewed  for 
foe  manager’s  Job. 
said  to  have  been  disturted 
by  reports  that  Southend 
United  would  expect  hefty 
compensation  if  freland 
to  appoint  their  manager  Ron- 
nie Whelan. 

The  FAI  chief  executive 
Sean  Connolly  said  .there 
were  no  dark  horses  m the 
race.  The  association  hopes  to 
pinpoint  its  tai^t  in  the  next 
two  days,  but  does  not  «q>ert 
to  conteude  n^otiations  and 
make  an  announcement  until 
towards  the  end  of  next 
month 


Powell  joins 
Derby  drive 


Itaiaeell  Thomas 

Derby  county’s  man- 
ager Jim  Smith  has 
reinforced  his  team’s 
impressive  push  for  the  Pre- 
miership by  eigning  Chris 
PoweU  from  Southend  for 
£800,000. 

Smith's  move  for  foe  26- 
yearold  left-back  came  after  a 
proposed  move  to  Manchester 
City  broke  down  and  Derby’s 
manager  was  able  to  offer 
Powell  the  arguably  more  at- 
tractive prosit  of  joioxDg  a 
side  leading  foe  First  Div- 
ision by  five  points. 

'“When  the  money  became 
available  for  us  to  strengthen 
tbe  squad.  Chris  was  tbe 
, player  we  wanted  to  sign,*' 
said  Smith.  "He  will  mcrease 
our  attacking  options.  It 
shows  that  we  are  serious 
about  getting  into  the 
Premiership/’ 

Powell  is  convinced  his  new 
club  wiD  be  among  tbe  elite 
next  season.  “I  always  said 
that  7 wouldn’t  leave  South; 
end  unless  it  was  to  go  into 
tbe  Premiership,  but  I don’t 


thinif  I will  have  long  to 
wait" 

Powell’s  arrival  may  speed 
the  departure  of  Shane  Nich- 
olson; the  out-of-favour  de- 
fender is  having  talks  with 
West  Bromwich. 

Neil  Ruddodc  is  likely  to 
stay  in  the  Liverpool  defence 
attempting  to  deny  Dwight 
Yorke  his  50th  goal  for  Aston 
' villa  in  tonight’s  Premiership 
I game. 

j Ruddock  was  arrested  by 
' police  on  Sunday  night  azid 
released  without  charge  — 
after  his  £57.000  Porsche  over- 
turned. but  appears  to  have 
convinced  Roy  Evans  that  he 
should  retain  his  place  at 
VUIaPark. 

Tbe  priority  will  be  to  stop 
Yorke.  who  scored  twice  in  a 
2>1  Win  against  Liverpool  in 
Villa’s  last  home  game  of 
1993-94  and  repeated  the  feat 
last  May  In  a 2-0  win. 

Nlgei  Clough  makes  his 
Manchester  City  debut 
tonight  at  Southampton, 
where  Alan  Ball  returns  for 
the  first  time  since  leaving  for 
tbe  Maine  Road  managership 
last  summer. 


Coar  denies  Early  return 
Batty  move  for  Gillespie 


The  England  midfielder 
David  Batty  was  training 
^th  Blackburn's  first-team 
squad  yesterday  as  his  chair- 
man hit  back  at  speculation 
that  be  was  leaving  Ewood 
Park  for  Newcastle  United. 

Robert  Coar  denJ^  that 
Batty  had  walked  out  on  the 
club  or  that  he  had  been  or- 
dered to  train  with  Rovers' 
junior  plaj^rs. 

' Coar  said;  ”We  are  most 
concerned  about  the  inaccu- 
rate and  unfounded  reports  in 
the  national  press  and  on 
radio  during  the  last  few 
j days.  There  seems  to  have 
I been  very  little  effort  to  au- 
I thenticate  stories.  David 
' Batiy  has  not  ’s'alked  out'. 

"He  trained  voluntarily 
yesterday  pldonday].  The  first 
I team  were  not  due  to  report 
I back  tor  training  this  week 
until  today.  David  Batty  has 
reported  for  traini^  today." 

• Manchester  United’s  home 
! FA  Cup  fifth-round  tie  against 
Coventry  or  Manchester  City 
will  be  screened  live  on  BBC 
on  Sunday  February  18. 


The  Newcastle  winger 
Keith  Gillespie,  who  has 
not  played  slx^  tearing  a 
thigh  muscle  on  December  27, 

' hopes  to  be  back  in  action  a 
j week  on  Saturday  for  foe 
j derby  game  with  Middles- 
' brough  at  tiie  Riverside. 

IT  all  goes  well  the  Northern 

! Ireland  international,  who 
I was  Irdured  playing  against 
I his  former  club  Manchester 
United,  will  return  a good 
! fortnight  earlier  than 
expected. 

I Gillespie  said  yesterday:  "I 
have  started  running  ihia 
week  and  I have  felt  no  dis- 
, comfort  at  alL  I am  ahead  of 
schedule  and  I would  like  to 
think  Z would  be  available  for 
selection  for  foe  match  at 
Middlesbrough." 

St^  Howey,  Robert  Lee 
and  Les  Ferdinand,  who  were 
unable  to  train  with  the  Ene- 
land  squad  last  week,  are  ^ 
in  training  and  fit  for 
foe  visit  of  Sheffield  Wednes- 
day  to  Newcastle  on  Satur- 
“ay-^Uarren  Peacock  and 
David  Ginola  are  suspended. 


f 


■nnis 


blander 


Results 


Soccer 

endsleigh  league 

First  Dfvialon 

SHuJeiiwiit  ro?  O rnn 

17^16 

Second  DivMen 

W—Mwa  (0|  1 Wyc( 

Ttyler  46 

Oi—liir  (0|  0 OxroR 

6.81S  Massey  I 


Third  Dhdsion 
Dwhwwii  (1)  1 

Hlmsvrarth 


Bnter{TM 

CoMerSS 

fUhMrtWI 

BldkaS6 

2,176 


PrwtOBiOIS 
Cariwrtghl  Si 
Savins  86  ipen) 

HarSapeol  (01 0 

2.468 

SeiUhBfpa  3 

D'Auria  22.  Jones  68 
Pawrson  79 


(WHiieliem  (2)  2 UtaisBeld  i 

Rsnray  is.  T Sutler  23  t 


WafthawgtBii  (1?  t WniioBlIi  <01 0 
Sampson  16  3911 

WWn  i2l  2 CoMiestcr  <0)  O 

jotraon  14,  37  S.101 

POSTPONBDi  Barnel  v Torquay 

AUTO  WINDSCREENS  SHIELD 
Northern  Section' 
Semi-finals,  first  leg 

CertiBle<lil  ClioBterflard  lOi  O 

H.iywaui  1 S511 

POSTPONED;  Roil'»injin  f jri- 


SoMthuiu  SettUniv  Semi-fbial,  fbat  leai 
Puil|iuiieJ.  Peterborough  v Brteiel  Rvrs 

TENNSfTS  SCOTTISH  CUP 
Third  round 


WycomlM  lOJ  O 
4.66B 

Oxford  UId  HI  S 

Massey  26.  Allen  60 


Ah»din  in  g 

Windaaa  37 
Shaorer  48 

SSffcflCqi 

McCormld,  43 

Alrdii*(D)3 
Ouflield  46.  82 
SmthCO 


MNiidr  <1|  S 
I umo  24 
Huicninn  7a 


HotlnrwsN  (0)  O 

6.03S 


flidrbM*  tffl 
011 

DwHhaituii  10)  1 
Mooney  88 
1.076 

fWkMc(0)O 

3.321 


SCOTTISH  LEaCUS 
Second  Division 


CM  VAUXWUL  eONFERENCa  Mac- 
cte9tteU  2,  Aivindiam  3;  NorUiwIcrt  2. 
Brontegrwe  2.  fHutpuued:  TeKord  v 
Kidoarmlnster 

UNIBOND  UAOUfc  Pioiidei  DhrMom 

Barrow  0.  Bishop  AueWand  0.  Puatininil'i 
Buslon  V Mallock. 

leiS  LSMSUS  IVewiiar  PWaieiu  SuBen 
UId  I.  PurdeelQ. 

NORTH6RN  COUNTIES  HAST  ISAGUE; 
Premier  DMeten;  Pertpene*  Qoole  Tn 
V Glaashoughton  Wei 
OREAT  MILLS  leACMIR  Premlar  Dhc 
Meat  PoMtpenmdi  Elmore  v Mangoisiieid 
UH:  Ppulien  Rvrs  v BrblOl  MF. 

PQNTINS  LEAOUE:  First  Diwisiaiu 
Derby  3.  Bolton  6 Shell  UId  i.  Nowcdsile 
1.  Seeend  Dtvteion:  Man  C 1.  Batnaley  a 
AVON  INSURANC8  COKIUNATIOHs 
First  OWWonr  Cnelsea  3,  0 

Second  DIvMem  Puel|«en*r»  Piymoum 
I Boui  nemouTh. 


LBAOUE  OF  WALNW  Poetponed;  Llan- 
santlfratd  v Holywell. 

IINSH  LBAOUE:  PiMilae  Plehinm  Ards 
3.  Bangor  0. 

COUNTY  ANTm  SMBUN  PtaiM;  Cru- 
saders 0.  Gleitavon  3. 

Rugby  Union 

SRU  TENNNirrS  CHAnPIONSHIP: 
Iteffawal  League:  Beet  Ones  Edinburgh 
WnOrs  3,  Currie  16. 

CLUBft  Cmeuiled:  Dunvani  v Swansea: 
Uiesteg  v Penartn;  Tendu  v Treorchy. 
wmi  MnmrNBc  eoMPcmioH:  Peel  Cl 
Caerphilly  36,  Llanharan  2A. 

Tennis 

SHANOHAI  OPEIfc  First  reoMb  J 2m- 
ango  (US)  bi  J Be»a  I6B)  6^.  7^  A 
tNhonklir  (Rusi  U N Behr  (IsO  4-d  6-3, 

6- 4:  T ria  (US)  bi  D DIer  ^Ger)  7-6.  ^1:  P 

Bawr  IGer)  bl  B ShelUi  (U5I  6-3.  ■ 

l&mwiee  (Bab)  U W Bleek  (Zirtl)  f/L  6-2; 
D Smaford  (GB)  bl  T Nydahl  (Svi£l  $-1, 

7- a  e CmalM  |K)  bt  X Jiapuig  (Chite)  6-«. 

PAN  PACne  OPEN  WOMFIP0  M>  i 
DOOR  TOURNAMEHT  {Tofeyo/: 
rewn«.l  SpMea  (Rem)  bi  L McMell  (US) 
6-3. 6-0;  B SMadMIeCartty  (Nelh)  bl  M 
Strandlund  (Swe)  7-6.  6-4.  M 
(SwiB)  bt  G Sabatini  (Arg)  6-3.  6-f.  O 
PatMwdaa  (US)  bl  R Hiraki  (Japan)  6-^ 
4-6, 6-3;  A Suflyama  (Japan)  bl  M Endo 
(Japan)  8-2.  6-4.  L Rayuxmd  (US)  bl  R 
Stubbs  lAua)  6-3.  7-6,  N nauetase 
(Japan)  bl  Y Kamio  (Japan)  1-6.  6-3,  6-3; 
H Sasramataw  (Ja^l  bl  J Kruger  (5A) 
6-3  6-3'  L Raynmnd  lUS)  M R Stubta 
lAusi  6-3. 7-6.  N Bradika  (Aus)  bl  N Zver- 
eva (Belarus)  6-2.  6-3 

Basketball 

NBA;  Cnaiona  66  Cleveland  66  Now  I 
Tor«  PJ  MiJini  as  Phtiaoeiohia  ID3  Van-  ' 


couver  92:  Uten  106.  Devon  97;  SeaMe  92. 
Ponland  n 

ticket 

RED  SIHIPh  CU>n  KtagabaK  Guyana 
559  a dec.  JenuMM  1H  and  370-T  M Ad- 
ams 120.  T PoweU  56.  N Parry  96no:  Naga* 
mooloo  3-105).  Match  Orawa 


Hockey 


WPOBSCIfTATTinO  CanOridge  umv  3. 
Royal  Navy  1:  RAF  3.  Ozlecd  Unhr  1 
WOMEN’S  NATIONAL  INDOCN 
•isMMIE:  Dlw  S idai  Wtei  nwl  NMd- 

£pb'Y.  PorKoheed  6ptr  2.  Aldndpe  6;  2, 
Oid.lAt^htonlanc  6:  *,  Havani  0 (lirst  2 
queidy). 

lee  Hockey 

HHla  Plei.da  2,  PHteburph  1.  Ottawa  A S 
(.oute  2;  Winnipeg  3.  Dallas  i. 

Snooker 

REOAL  WELSH  OPEN  (Newporll 
'SeeoiM  rovid:  M ww^iii  iSooii  W K 
Doherty  (Ire)  S-Ji  Tbird  raw««  O Do« 
;Scol)  bt  J Higgite  (Scot)  »•*:  P EMeo 
lEngl  bl  B SnaodOft  (Sail)  6-2  4 IterreSI 
iSng)  M D Taylor\(Nl)  5-1;  M WWwna 
INalasi  bl  T UurpHV  (Nl)  5-£. 


fixtures 

[7 JO  unless  staled) 

Soccer 

PA  CARUNG  PRBWlAHSMIPi  Aaion  VlPa 

V Liverpool  t7  461.  Noiim  Fotki  « Leeds 
(7  461  Soulhampion  vMan  Cri>  temKam 

V Covenir,'  (7  .U; 


EHDSLEMH  LBAOlfBi  First  WvtelDiB 

Luton  V Stion  UH  (7.46).  Seeend  DMeieB 
Bf^ord  C « Crewe  (7.45). 

AUTO  WINULCMJdtS  SHfILBt  South. 
«rti  OesRers  lyinl  tinah  Snrewebury  v 
Hereibi^. 

TBRRSMTS  SCOTTISH  CVPs  Third 
round!  HamllBn  v Si  Johrwone;  Hearta  v 
Pantek  Clyde  v Dundee. 

SCOrnSH  LBACUB  Auh  si  Mirren  v 
Greoneck  Uoi  Ion  7.45).  Second:  East  Die 
V ^leen  or  SouVi.  Ttdrdi  Albion  v Celoo» 
man  T:  Rns  County  v Uringsion:  BreOiln 
» ATbreain.  E Burling  v Alba. 

PA  THOPlIVs  Phw brewed,  eecwtid 
r»rii]r  Omt  * Cheltennam  |7.4S). 

CM  VAUXHALL  COKPEREISefc  Galae- 
head  V MorecanOo  (7.451. 

UMBOND  LEACUB  PreeldHitte 
Hi  St  round  reptatn  Boston  Uid  v Albeit 
Tn 

ica  aSACUB;  Prendw  flfiirieiB  Harrow  , 
Bor  « Bramlev  (7.45).  Flret  Mileltia  Rub- 
lip  Maiw  V Begnor  Regie  Tn- 
BBAZBR  HCM8S  L6A6BIM  SetiBierii 
QMbIbk  Pode  Ti>  v Watertwville. 
POifnNS  LBACUb  PM  Wvieieiw  lUn 
Utd  V Blackburn  (7JL  fecend  Wiiiiewi 
Buniley  v Qnmsby  (7.1S);  Hull  v Middiaa. 
broush  (7.0L  Preston  v Rocherttam  (7.0); 
Sunderland  v (.eicesler  (7ib;  York  v Hud. 
derCield  {7J7|.  TMd  KvWew  Chaler  « 
Llnoeln  (7XH;  Rochdale  v Seirberoug)i 
(7.0),  Scunthorpe  v S)oe»corl  p.O):  WaNail 
t WIpan  (7, Ok  Wrexham  v Dartingien  (7  0) 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
PM  Divwndrt  Ipswwh  v Bristol  C;  Nor- 
wich V Crystal  PbIim;  Mord  UId  « Porta- 
motim;  wimbtaoon  v mUwail  12  0/. 
Seeend  Chdelew  Newport  AFC  v Bir- 
mingnam  i7AR:  Swansea  « Balh:  Plytn- 
oulh  V BOkimemniih  IZOi 
LEAGUE  OP  WALES;  Ton  Penire  v Cwm- 
tean  Cu^  Otosh  Oiw  Hound  Oner 
PprdmidiHg  Y 5aniyor  C I?  451. 

StTN  LIFE  COLD  CUPi  SeiiW-fineler  CM- 
lonrple  > LndieW. 


mSH  LSAOUfc  Mret  Pteielon:  Leme  v 
Beliymene. 

Rugby  Unicn 

TOUR  WATCH:  Engunrf  A « New  South 
Wales  (130.  LMcasler). 
RCPRESCNTATIVN  MATCHES:  Ciril 
Ssrvteo  v Royal  N«*y  CL15.  Chiewick'i; 
GamUaea  undon  OB  v RAF  (Bcalneel; 
Edlnburi^  U-19  v North/Midlands  U-19 
(7J).  Currie);  SccKlish  Devolopmeni  XV  v 
Durham  iPrtHlonpane) 

CLUB;  Crme  Keys  « Uanolil  (7.t5). 

Rugby  League 

SILK  cvr  CWAllBMOE  CUP:  RoHBd 
Pown  Dewsbury  v London  Breneos; 
Wterkw»Bton  v WiOAefe 


Sailing 


Ice  Hockey 


BRmSH  LEAOUEi  PVOBdor  DiwWen: 

DuchBRi  v Humbei^kle  iB  0) 


• Simon  Jackson  at  Rocnoalo  is  ennhig 
lor  a Uurd  successive  gold  medal  alier 
being  named  In  Bmam's  ream  lor  the  Par- 
alympic Cafflcs  M AtUnlii  neat  summer. 
The  zeorev-oM  visually-impaired  ludoka 
B named  In  Ihe  litsi  belch  ol  38  aihleioa 
announced  yesterday.  The  (Inal  squad  le 
expected  te  iHimbe*  oround  250. 

• NBC  claim  dial  me(i  coast-te-coasi 
aporta  channel  attracted  a record 
138.40B.OOO  viewers  to  Ihew  I've  screening 
c4  the  American  lectbaH  Hnal,  Super  Bowl 
N between  the  Oailaa  Cowboys  and  Pitts- 
burgh SleelerL  It  true  ttiB  WQUW  make  it 
Ihe  moei.lniensively  waichcd  lalevision 
programmp  in  hsio^ 


New  York  want  cup  back 

Bob  Fisher  in  New  York  ®ulti^ 

mUhonaire  BUI  Koch  wanted 

from  fhs  Sbs  Difiso  vg<tke 

The  New  York  Yacbt  Club.  Club  after  his 
the  holders  of  Ihe  Ameri-  fonoe  in  1992 
ca’s  Cup  fop  132  of  its  145  holding  club 
years,  are  making  an  all-out  then  reduced  his^nteS^t 
attempt  to  win  back  the  tro-  cal  spending  and  ba^  «« 
phy  when  it  is  next  contested,  aU-women’steam.whi^Snm 
In  Auckland  in  2000.  manded  coSSeSi?^' 

in  an  ambitious  two-  mercial  sponsorshto  to  SI' 
pronged  campaign  the  NYYC  for  its  own  eftbrtto 
have  chosen  the  PACT  syndl-  albeit  unsuccessful^  ««fond, 
rate,  which  bufit  the  Young  Tte  superior  tectaoloav  of 
America  boat  which  onsuc-  the  PACT  syndicatP  — 
cessfuUy  defended  the  trophy  wm  provide  two  boats  fepfoS 
last  year  off  San  Diego,  to  rep-  2000  challenge  — 
resent  the  club  in  New  Zea-  nlsed  by  Dennis  Conn«-lSS 
lan^  while  at  the  same  time  he  had  been  chosen  to 
inviting  other  clubs  through-  tiie  cup  after  a fourtoonriv 
out  the  United  States  to  assist  series  of  trials  off*  San 
In  the  challenge.  Conner  abandoned  his  ^ 

Clubs  vrtio  team  up  with  boat'  Stars  & Stripes,  and 
New  York  will,  asatiming  the  gotiatsd.  a charter  of  Yoi^ 
2000  challenge  is  succe^ftii,  America  to  race  against  ^ 
then  be  entitled  to  compete  to  all-conquering  Team  New 
be  the  defends  of  foe  trophy  Zealand,  which  then  beat  the 
and.  if  they  win.  choose  the  American  entry  5^. 


’iuret, 
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Wales  put 
their  trust 
in  youth 


Hobart  Ai  null  uiiy 


WAXES  have 

thrown  dofwn  the 
Qimtlet  to  Eng- 
land by  pairing 
Arwel  Ihomas  and  the  un- 
. cqpped  Robert  Kowley  in  a 
new  halfback  partnership  for 
Saturday's  Five  Nations  meet- 
ing at  Twickenham. 

It  will  be  the  first  cbampi- 
endiip  game  for  both  players, 
whose  surprise  selection 
together  represents  a clear 
arid  potentially  exciting  state- 
tngpt  of  intent  by  Wales's 
coach  Kevin  Bowring. 

Howley.  the  2S-year-old 
Bridgend  scrum-half  and  cap- 
tain, has  risen  through  the 
ranlb.  representing  Wales  at 
Sdiools,  Under-21,  Students 
and  A level  under  the  approv- 
ing eye  of  Bowring,  who  w'as 
appointed  coach  last  month. 
Thomas,  the  21-year-old  Bris- 
tol fly-hait  made  a sparkling 
international  debut  two 
weeks  ago,  scoring  16  points 


which  produced  three  tries 
and  encouraging  signs  that 
the  pace  of  the  badts  would 
utilised.  'T  hope  England  wiU 
buy  into  that  and  play  the  ex- 
pansive game  they  have 
talked  about,"  he  said. 

He  acknowledged  that  his 
imaginative  young  side  would 
tie  "playing  against  an  estab- 
lished team"  at  Twickenham, 
where  Wales  have  not  won 
since  1988.  "Still,  I am  not 
sure  the  England  back  row 
has  a lot  of  pace;  we  have 
been  working  on  certain 
areas  and  we'U  be  trying  to 
exploit  their  weaknesses." 
added  Bowring,  who  has 
closely  studied  the  video  of 
England's  15~12  defeat  by  ' 
France. 

Humphreys  believes  the 
match  will  be  won  or  lost  by 
the  tight  five.  "We  have  an  i 
impressive  line-out  and  we 
know  what  our  two  jumpers 
can  do,"  he  said.  "We  are 
aware  of  the  physical  chal- 
lenge the  En^imd  pack  pre- 
sents. But  we  have  worked 


in  31-26  victory  over  Italy  hani  on  our  game  plan  Ibr  the 


at  the  Anns  Park. 

Thomas  and  Howley  have 
been  ^ven  the  formidable 
task  of  imposing  an  expansive 
16-man  game  on  England, 
whose  own  eSbrts  to  achieve 
an  adventurous  style  have 
produced  little  this  season. 
The  ambitious  tyros  wUl  have 
the  Test  experience  of  leuan 
Evans  and  Wayne  Pr^tor  to 
draw  upon,  not  to  mention 
fiiat  of  the  30-year-old  r.ianftin 


past  three  or  four  weeks  and 
Pm  hoping  the  players  can  do 
tliemselves  justice. 

"Twickenham  holds  no 
fbars  for  usi  if  s not  as  impos- 
ing as  playing  at  Ellis  Park 
against  South  Africa,  which 
we  did  last  September." 

Thomas  said  he  had  a good 
idea  of  what  to  expect  from 
the  England  back  row,  having 
come  up  against  the  Wasps 
captain  Lawrence  Dalla^o  in 


centre  Nigel  Davies,  wbo  is  a Courage  league  for 

recalled  in  place  of  his  club-  Bri^l.  “Obviously  1 will  be 


mate  Matthew  Wintle. 

Bowling  has  kept  faith  with 
die  Cardiff  hook^  Jonathan 
Htmmbreys,  who  will  lead  the 
side  in  his  first  appearance  at 
Twickenham.  NeU  Jenkins, 


targeted  as  a potential  weak- 
ness in  defence  and  2 know  I'll 
have  to  repay  Kevin's  faith  in 
me  with  a brave  perfor- 
mance," he  said.  “I  will  not  be 
looking  for  a physical  coo- 


Tactical  master . . . nUerry  Lacroix  pats  Ewgiand  on  the  back  fbot  at  the  Parc  des  Princes  with  another  well-jndged  kick  photograph;  tom  jb<ikins 

Lacroix  cures  French  headache 


who  won  ^ of  his  38  caps  at  frontation.  Instead  ITl  try  to 
fly-half,  will  be  on  the  bench  find  the  centres  and  develop 
along  with  Andy  Moore,  the  the  sort  ofgame  we  want" 
Cardiff  serum-half  w^m  j 

Howley  has  ousted.  Gareth  l dmim  iNeattii.  m imm.  w 

Thomas,  the  Brideend  utilitv  a TeoM* 

i«  n.  (Braiol).  H HMflgy  iBrIdgandl:  A LmA* 
pack,  has  been  drafted  in  as  (Cvdui).  4 hmhpm  imw  (Cardm,  apo.  j 
imnthw  rpplacement.  oih’Ma  a u—mmi  ituui  nmud,  o 

Bowring  emphasised  the  jSSi 
need  for  his  side  improve  Tbama*  (Bnda«ndi.  a 
^ the  fimbie  iB«em  of 
{day  we  showed  against  Italy^,  a (swangeai. 


Ian  Borttrarick  on  the  f!y-haff  who  has  been  forgiven  by  the 
selectors  and  is  taking  up  pennanent  residence  at  No.  10 


bitter 

David  Hopps  ona 

historic  and  happy 
get-together 
at  Headingiey 

TBE  official  conjoining 
of  Leeds’s  rugby  union 
and  rugby  league  clubs 
duly  took  place  at  Heading- 
ley  yesterday  and  there 
were  no  immediate  signs 
of  impending  doom.  The 
paeons  continued  to  flutter 
over  the  Town  HaU.  the 
River  Aire  fhiled  to  run  red 
with  the  blood  of  tradition- 
alists and  there  was  not  the 
slightest  sound  of  clashing 
ideoli^es. 

A century  after  the  split- 
ting of  the  two  rugby  c^es, 
with  the  breakaway  of  the 
Northern  Union,  the  first 
ground-sharing  arrange- 
ment between  union  and 
league  clubs  was  celebrated 
in  a remarkably  sanguine 
atmosphere. 

One  advertising  hoarding 
did  mention  John  Smith's 
Bitter,  but  so  Car  as  anyone 
knew  be  was  the  only  one. 

Leeds  have  negotiated  a 
five-year  lease  to  play  their 
first-XV  onion  matches  at 
Headingiey,  and  plans  are 
afoot  foe  a centre  of  rugby 
micellence  a couple  of  miles 
up  the  road.  There  were 
even  broad  hints  on  both 
c PHOTOGRAPH;  TOM  jBiKiNS  sides  that  the  clubs  are  not 

averse  to  player  sharing, 

_M  which  would  take  the 

agreement  into  further  un- 
charted  territory. 

"We  would  be  interested 
in  any  of  their  players," 
joked  Mike  PalmerJones,  a 
the  World  Cup  to  play  for  Skrela  were  quick  to  note  La-  response  befitting  the 
NataL  walked  straight  into  Croix's  influence  on  Prance's  chairman  of  a League  Four 
the  side  at  fly-half  and  played  performance  against  Eng*  union  club.  In  truth,  with 
a key  role  in  Natal's  victory  land,  for  althou^  he  mis^  £2  million  at  their  disposal, 
over  Western  Province  in  toe  two  penalties  and  one  impor-  Leeds's  ambitions  far  ont- 


FOR  a number  of  years  himself  at  the  top  level,  the 
the  position  of  fly-balf.  France  selectors  have  dearlj 
Ind^  tlie  half-back  decided  they  want  to  persisi 
combination,  has  been  with  Lacroix, 
a major  headache  for  France  "He  has  both  the  charactei 
as  they  have  toiled  to  main-  and  the  physical  and  techiii 
tain  any  regularity  or  consis-  cal  qualities  to  impose  him' 


himself  at  the  top  level,  the 
France  selectors  have  dearly 
decided  they  want  to  persist 
with  Lacroix. 


Fkunce  V England  World  Cup  Currie  Cup  final  by  scoring  20  tant  toudi  kick  his  tactical  weigh  their  present  stand- 

quarter-final  in  1991,  and  the  oftheir25  points.  That  South  sense  and  precision  kkidng  ing.lt  is  difBcnlt  to  see  how 

meeting  with  Scotland  in  African  experience  was  enor-  had  the  English  continuaUy  th^  can  lose  from  the  deaL 

1994.  But  he  has  almost  al-  mously  beneficial  fbr  me.  It 


"He  has  both  the  character  ways  played  fbr  his  club  Oax 
and  the  physical  and  techni-  at  fly-half,  with  his  twin 


Only  with  both  codes  in 


The  years  of  experience,  of  such  flux  could  this  agree- 


tency  of  performance.  Since  seff  in  this  new  position," 
1991  Didier  Camberabero.  said. Jo  Maso,  the  team 


Ireland  get  shirty  with  Francis 


Karl  Johnston 


Neil  FRANCIS  has  been 
disciplined  by  Ireland's 


bave  its  k«o  on  the  stiirts 
of  a side  in  the  Five 
Nations.  Ireland's  squad, 
wbo  signed  contracts  this 
month,  will  earn  between 
£24,000  and  £28,000  this 
season  bat  they  are 
required  to  wear  specific 
training  kit  in  the  bulld- 


Alain  Fenaud,  Pierre  Mont- 
laur,  Frimck  Mesnel,  Laurent 
Mazas.  Ctaristophe  Deylaud 
and  Yann  Delalgue.  have  all 
won  caps  at  No.  10. 

But  Thierry'  Lacroix,  the  28- 
year-old  physiotherapist  from  i 


manager. 

Having  played  36  games  for 
Prance.  Lacroix  is  better 
known  as  a centre  and  a pre- 
cision goalkicker  who  was  at 
his  best  in  last  summer's  I 
World  Cup  in  South  Africa,  I 


brother  Pascal  alnfiggiite  htm 
at  centre. 

Perhaps  more  significant, 
thouflh.  is  his  recent  experi- 


playing  alongside  such  unself- 


occurred. 


mously  beneficial  fbr  me.  It  under  pressure.  Only  with  both  codes  in 

enabled  me  to  concentrate  The  years  of  experience,  of  such  flux  could  this  agree- 
solelyonmygameandtogain  playing  alongside  such  unself-  ment  have  occurred, 
confidence  to  my  own  abil-  ish  giants  as  Sella,  have  League  is  gambling  on  sum- 
ity."  he  explains.  brought  him.  the  per^jective  mer  rugby,  and  Rupert 

Despite  the  success,  and  the  and  the  confidence  necessary  Murdoch's  millions,  and 
evident  popularity  oi  the  two  to  succeed  as  a fly-half  Hav-  faces  the  prospect  of  an  in- 


ish  giants  as  Sella,  have  League  is  gambling  on  sum- 
brought  him  the  per^tective  mer  rugby,  and  Rupert 


evident  popularity  of  the  two 
Frenchmen  in  Natal,  the 
reception  back  home  from  bis 


to  succeed  as  a fly-half  Hav-  faces  the  prospect  of  an  in- 
ing  been  a mainstay  in  centre  active  winter;  nxtion,  fear- 
fl^d  he  now  knows  insttoc-  ing  a breakaway  of  its  top 


‘H6iS0nB0f1fl6b6St  from  toe  French  tively  what  his  centres  clubs,  has  embraced  profes- 

Rugby  Federation  was  less  require,  and  having  matured  sionalism  and  needs  the 
in  th&  world  H&  enthusiastla  Dax  club  be  is  now  better  suited  to  take  trappings  that  go  with  it 


Dax.  has  set  himself  a chal-  where  he  finished  top  scorer  brOUOhtQ  fl&W 
lenge  since  his  return  to  the  of  the  competition  with  112  , 


IN  disciplined  by  Ireland's  month,  will  earn  be 
selectors,  the  team  man-  £24,000  and  £28,00( 
ager  Pat  Whelan  confirmed  season  bat  they 
yesterday.  reqxiired  to  wear  s] 

the  penalty,  believed  to  training  kit  in  the 
be  a fine,  was  Impost  after  ups  to  Internationals, 
the  lock  appeared  at  train-  The  game's  gove 
ing  before  the  game  against  body,  the  Internat 
Scotiand  this  month,  and  Board,  will  consider  a 
later  in  a television  inter-  batch  of  law  changes  at  its 
view,  wearing  a T-shirt  awTiuai  meeting  in  Bristol 


lenge  since  his  return  to  the 
Tricolores:  to  make  that  shirt 
his  and  keep  it  so  until  the 
next  World  Cup. 

The  France  selectors  seem 
to  be  thinking  along  the  same 
lines,  and  after  choosing  La- 


points.  Often  pla>ing  in  the  01/776/78/0/7  TO  N3CQI'  toe  FFR  banned  them  from  in-  op^ition  back  with  one  of 
shadow  of  toe  great  Riilippe  ternational  rugby  for  a month  his  precision  tactical  kicks. 

Sella,  he  now  wants  to  make  a and  from  First  Division  club  And  speaking  of  kieiring, 

new  name  for  himself  as  a rugby  three  montos.  Lacroix  is  pois^  to  become 

top-flight  fly-half.  ence  to  South  Africa,  where  Consequently  Lacroix  toe  greatest  pointsscorer  in 

'T  am  28  years  old  now  and  in  toe  intense  atmosphere  of  missed  the  two  Tests  agalnrt  the  history  of  French  interna- 
feel  totafly  at  ease  with  con-  the  Currie  Cup  competition  New  gpaiand  hi  November,  tional  rugby.  Currently  wito 
fronting  and  taking  on  all  toe  be  revealed  hixnself  as  a truly  did  'not  pl^  for  the  Dax  first  361  points  ftom  six  tries,  30 
responsibilities  of  the  posi-  world-class  player.  'T  can’t  XV  until  December  it.  and  conversions.  85  penalties  and 


dimension  to  Natal" 


officials  continued  to  be  of-  the  crucial  split-second  op- 
fended  by  Lacroix  and  Rou-  ttons  and  of  deciding  whetoer 
mat's  prolonged  absence,  and  to  pass,  to  run.  or  to  drive  toe 


be  is  now  better  suited  to  take  trappings  that  go  with  it 
the  crucial  split-second  op-  Everyone  talks  of  striding 


opposition  back  wito  one  of  beading. 


his  precision  tactical  kicks. 
And  speaking  of  kieiring, 


The  game’s  governing  land  have  kept  him  there,  de- 
body. the  International  spite  changed  circumstances, 


croix  at  fly-half  against  Eng-  feel  totafly  at  ease  wito  con- 
land  have  kept  him  there,  de-  fronting  and  taking  on  all  toe 


for  Saturday's  game  against 
Scotland.  Wito  the  senseless 
Richard  Dourthe  suspended, 


tions  and  cf  deciding  whether  forward,  but  no  one  knows 
to  pass,  to  run.  or  to  drive  toe  in  which  direction  they  are 


"At  the  moment  It  is  a 
straightforward  business 


ence  to  South  Africa,  where 


with  the  logo  of  a building  today.  One  of  37  snggee-  it  seemed  that  the  logical 


company. 

It  contravened  an  agree- 
ment reached  with  Ire- 
land’s home-match  spon.- 
sor.  Irish  Permanent 
Building  Society,  which  has 
become  the  first  sponsor  to 


Tennis 


tions  is  that  all  eight  for- 
wards must  remain  in  a 
sernm  until  the  ball  is 
cleared  in  order  to  enable 
backs  to  engage  in  direct 
combat  without  the  inter- 
ference of  back-row  men. 


We  were  smeared,  claim 
Wilanderand  Novacek 


ATS  WILANDER  and  had  not  given  them  a tear 
Karel  Novacek  were  chance  to  defend  themselves, 
ired  by  the  fritornational  They  alleged  the  ITF  had 


smeared  by  the  fritornational 
Tennis  Federation,  which 
leaked  "false"  information 
that  they  had  tested  positive 
for  cocaine  at  the  French 
0^  last  yaar.  the  players 
in  a statement  issued  by 
their  lawyers  yesterday. 

"There  Is  a scandal  here. 
But  it  is  not  about  drug  abuse. 
Tticteari  it  is  a scaodal  about 
ITF  two  top  athletes 

jiist  as  the  accusations 


refused  to  provide  them  with 
the  evidence  on  which  toe 
charges  were  based. 

**I&  ITF  ignored,  in  a 
shocking  manner,  the  play- 
ers’ fundamental  ri^ts  and 
caused  their  reputation  enor- 
mous harm,"  said  the 
Statement 

The  test  results,  which  ap- 
peared in  a newspaper  la^ 
Sunday,  had  been  kept  quiet 
while  the  players  appealed. 


tXir.,«+^i'iamir»niahni]ttobe  While  the  players  appealed.  Buropean  lOur,  me  suqieci  tne  irisa  event  were 
fiSvSid^S^SLe"  said  the  Boto  passed  lledetector  tests  of  appearance  money.  The  $975,000  and  $243,750 

Sto^/iiSoB-fhat  an  in-  to  showtoal  they  had  not  Australian  wiU  talk  in  Wunt  respectively  and  for  the 
statement.  aaaing_inai  an  ^ eoHaa  tnnv-namanf  « ftWl  Alin 


choice  fbr  France  was  to  put 
Lacroix  back  at  centre 
against  toe  Scots,  with  either 
Thomas  Ca^gnMe  or 
aud  coming  in  at  fly-half. 

But  after  years  <tf  searching 
for  a No.  10  who  can  Impose 


I Norman  in  row 
with  Tour  over 
appearance 
money  limits 

DavMDmriM 

Greg  NORMAN,  never 
woiTled  about  peering 
over  the  parapet  has  taken 
the  fi^t  to  the  enemy  over 
something  which  ofliclally 
does  not  exist 
Norman,  In  Perth,  West- 
ern Atistralla  fbr  the  Heine- 
ken  Classic,  is  to  discuss 
with  Ken  Schofield,  the  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  PGA 
European  Tour,  the  subject 
of  appearance  money.  The 


tion.  That's  what  I like  about  understand  why  France  managed  only  three  games  be- 
lt, 1 like  putting  myself  under  haven’t  played  him  at  fly-b^  tore  meeting  England.  "You 
pressure."  be  says.  "I  have  al-  earlier.”  said  Ian  McIntosh,  quidtiytorg^  things  if  you’re 
ways  felt,  deep  dowxt,  that  in-  toe  former  Springbok  coach,  not  playing  at  the  top  level  I 


Lacroix  is  pois^  to  become  relationship,  bat  who 
toe  ipreatest  points^corer  in  knows  what  might  taap- 
the  history  of  French  interna-  pen,"  said  Palmer-Jones. 
tional  ru^y.  Currently  wito  ’*It’s  possible  that  durii^ 
361  points  from  six  tries,  30  the  next  five  years  there 
conversions.  85  penalties  and  could  be  only  one  code  of 


two  drop  goals,  be  looks  set  to  n«by.  These  steps  ensure 


side  fly-half  Is  my  position."  "Fbr  me  he  is  one  of  the  best 

Apail  from  the  reoeut  Eng-  in  the  world.  Be  brought  a 
land  match  and  two  earlier  new  dimension  to  Natal’s 
caps  as  a replacement,  I^-  play." 
croix  has  pla^  three  times  Along  wito  his  Dax  club- 
at  fly-haif,  the  second  Test  mate  Olivier  Roumat,  Lacroix 


toe  former  Springbok  coach,  not  playing  at  the  top  level  I 
"Fbr  me  he  is  one  of  the  best  was  a bit  rusty  and  I think  it 
tn  the  world.  Be  brought  a showed  in  my  first  game 
new  dimension  to  Natal’s  back.  Fve  also  ibrgotten  the 
play."  ban.  Fve  forgotten,  but  I 


overtake  Qte  previous  record 
of 354  held  by  Camberabero. 

If  be  fhlflls  his  aim  of 


that  Leeds  is  at  the  fore- 
fit>nt  for  change." 

Harxy  Jepaoa,  a tbrmer 


keeping  bis  place  until  the  chairman  of  Leeds  Cricket 
next  World  Cop,  and  if  he  Football  and  Athletic  Com- 
continues  at  bis  current  pany,  the  owner  of  Bear 
average  oi  nine  points  per  dingley,  provided  a grace' 


Rugby  League 


Along  wito  his  Dax  club-  haven’t  fbrgiven,"  be  says.  game.  l4icroix  may  set  a for  ‘Tiord. 

mate  Olivier  Roumat,  Lacroix  Both  Jack  Rowell  and  record  that  will  take  some  we  are  gathered  here  to^ 
against  Australia  in  1969,  toe  f returned  to  South  Africa  after  France’s  coach  Jean-Claude  beating.  after  a century  of  separar 

tion.  May  we  be  ever  mind- 
fhl  of  your  great  mercies 
and  thawiic  you  for  what  we 

Rugby  League 

^ shire  types  did  pot  in  an  ap- 

CurriG  in  thG  hot  sGat 

■■■  m m«»n«lwefTilly  yawlfittg  flirfr 

braces,  they  were  only  hit- 

^ ^ part  actors  on  a presenta- 

Paui  niiiiBiiii  k mitisb  coach,  possibly  the  latest  tdub  to  join  tiie  Acad-  tional  video.  The  curious 

- - Welshman  Clive  Griffiths  emy  league.  They  will  play  in  thing  about  yesterday's 

from  Warrington,  Phil  Larder  the  top  flight,  which  could  rniinw  awA  leegna  folk  was 

HHiONy  CITRRIB,  who  of  Keighley,  or  Eric  Hughes,  prove  tough  fbr  them,  but  the  tbet  it  wna  ini-meiiy  impne. 


Currie  in  the  hot  seat 


Paul  FKzpatricfc 

Tony  citrrib,  who 
played  for  Leeds  for  two 
seasons  in  toe  Eighti^ 
is  London  Broncos’  surprise 


&itisb  coach,  possibly  the  latest  (dub  to  join  tiie  Acad-  tional  video.  The  curious 
Welshman  Clive  GrifTiths  emy  league.  They  will  play  in  thing  about  yesterday's 
from  Warrington,  Phil  Larder  the  top  flight,  which  could  rniinw  »tiA  i«>ggna  folk  was 
of  Keighley,  or  Eric  Hughes,  prove  tough  tor  them,  but  the  that  it  was  virtually  impos- 
wbo  made  way  fbr  Shaun  Broncos  and  toe  Academy  sible  to  Hietingiiiah  then. 
McRae  at  St  Helens.  managemart  committee  be-  from  the  fact  that  the 

However.  Barry  Maranta,  lieve  that  that  is  the  only  wav  union  alickadoos  have 


choice  as  coach  in  succession  London’s  chairman,  has  opted  they  will  attract  pliers  of  the 
to  Gary  Grienke,  who  was  fbr  someone  he  knows  well  necessary  quality, 
sacked  last  week.  albeit  one  who  has  still  to  Three  clubs  have  received 

Currently  a specialist  de-  prove  his  capabilities  as  a ground-improvement  grants 


management  committee  be-  Apart  from  the  fact  that  the 
lieve  that  that  is  the  only  way  union  alickadoos  have 


sacked  last  week. 

Norman  . . . ‘singled  out’  Currently  a specialist  de- 

fensive coach  wito  the  Bris- 
ganisers  could  officially  bane  Broncos  — London's 
ofTer  Norman  only  owners  — Currie  takes  up  his 
$168,750.  The  figures  for  duties  next  month.  For 
the  Irish  event  were  tonight's  fourth-round  Cbal- 
$975,000  and  $243,750  lenge  Cup  tie  at  Dewsbury, 


fensive  coach  wito  the  Bris-  frontman. 

bane  Broncos  — London's  Currie  was  a fine  player, 

owners  — Currie  takes  up  his  mostiy  in  the  centre,  some- 


junction  was  being  sought 
against  toe  ITF  in  the  High 
Court  in  London  tomorrow  or 
FHHay  and  that  ftxrther  le^ 
action  would  foQow  in  Britain 
and  toe  United  States. 

The  playm  claimed  that 
the  - ITF  b^  ihtocined  them 
about  the  positive  tests  but 


used  cocaine.  

Deborah  Jevans,  the  ITF's 
general  secretary,  has  de- 
clined to  comment  after  it  be- 
came known  on  Monday  that 
Vfilander,  toe  1982  French 


terms  about  discrimination 
and  restraint  of  trade. 

He  is  upiMt  that  Scfaoffeld 
has  written  to  three  events 


Swiss  toomament  $L050,000 
and  $282,500.  The  Austra- 
lian therefore  exceeded  the 
guidelines  In  each  event  on 


tonight's  fourth-round  Chal- 
lenge Ciq)  tie  at  Dewsbury,  bis  two  seasons  at  Heading-  E1S0.000.  Success  has  also  been  in 

the  skte  will  be  pr^ared  by  Vey.  He  won  seven  Test  caps  are  to  fbUow  toe  ex-  short  supply.  Headingiey 

three  senior  players  in  Terry  for  Australia,  played  in  15  ample  cf  Bradford  Bulls  and  might  now  be  the  only  sta- 

Mateerson,  Tony  Rae  and  State  of  Origin  pamoc  his  HaUfex  will  play  their  dinm  in  world  to  house 
Kevin  Longer.  native  Queensl^d  and  would  home  Super  League  fixtures  three  professional  sports 

After  Grienke’s  dismissal  almost  certainly  have  been  a on  Sunday  evenings  wito  a (Yorkshire  Connty  Cricket 

there  was  much  speculation  Kangaroo  tourist  in  1990  but  6.30  kick-off.  This  arrange-  Club  the  third),  but 


times  on  the  wing,  and  scored 
35  tries  in  65  appearances  in 
bis  two  seasons  at  Heading- 
Vey.  He  won  seven  Test  caps 


Three  clubs  have  received 
ground-improvement  grants 
from  toe  newly  formed  Spo^ 
Ground  Initiative  Trust. 
Workington  Town  and 


more  expensive  hair-dos. 

There  was  lots  of  drum- 
I banging  about  staging 
World  Cup  matches,  cup 
finals  and  the  like,  but  it 
will  take  more  than  artists* 
impressions  of  Headingiey 


Featherstone  have  each  ground  improvements  to 
received  £250,000,  Leigh  brtaig  that  about. 


reminding  them  that  it  is 


schedule  his  own,  and  of  course  he 


three  senior  players  in  Terry  for  Australia,  played  in  IS 
Matterson,  Tony  Rae  and  State  of  Origin  games  fbr  his 
Kevin  Longer.  native  Queensl^d  and  would 

After  Grienke’s  dismissal  almost  certainly  have  been  a 


Success  has  also  been  in 
short  supply.  Headingiey 
might  now  be  the  only  sta- 


Open  winner  and  former  the  Tour's  policy  that  pre- 


Iniured  Seles  drops  doubles 

■flONlCA  SELES  pulled  I ing  the  Anstralian  Open. 
Mout  of  the  doubles  at  the  she  went  on  tov^ 


Pan  Pacific  Open  in  Tokyo  Sabatini,  atw-  msmg  me 
to  concentrate  on  first  set,  1^  3-1  m toe  sectmd 
toeiSCBs,  where  in  toe  first  before  toe  15-yearold  Hto^ 
xbimdffi teenagtt  Martina  showed  poise  beyond  her 
Hingis  (Siused:  m upset' by  yeare. 


world  No.  1,  and  Novacek  tournament  payments  to 
were  suing  the  federation.  . . players  shall  not  exited  25 

per  cent  of  a tournament's 

total  purse. 

■ ■ The  tournaments  given 

t>PS  dOUbiGS  this  advice  are  the  &bai 

Desert  Classic,  toe  Mur- 
ig  the  Anstralian  Open.  pby*s  Irish  Open  and  the 
hieh  she  went  on  to  win.  Canon  European  Masters 
Sabatini,  af^-  the  in  Switzerland  ^ the  three 


beating,  the  - world . No.  3 
GabrieU'Sabatmi  6-8. 6-4. 

Seles,  whose  life  was  threat- 
ened. according  to  a Mel- 


flrst  set.  led  3-1  in  the  second  in  which  Norman  played  Marla 
before  toe  15-yearold  Hingis  last  year.  $80,000. 

showed  poise  beyond  her  "I  seem  to  have  been  Tfaoog 
yearn,  steadied  her  game  and  singed  out,"  be  said.  ".Yon  in  saylnj 
fought  back  to  take  the  match,  can't  tell  sponsors  how  to  tate  to 
‘Tt  was  liot  as  easy  as  toe  spend  their  money."  spend  t 

score  looked,"  .gpld  the  Swiss,  ITNorman  has  indeed  bemi  field  is 
wbo  reached  her  first  Grand  sing^  out  it  is  hardly  sur-  cent  tfa 


vras  not  the  only  player 
being  paid. 

Norman  is  the  comfort- 
able leader  of  a world  table 
for  appearance  fees.  Behind 
him  come  players  such  as 
Nick  Faldo,  whose  foe  for  a 
tournament  In  Europe  is 
alwut  $120,000.  Fred  Cou- 
ples and  Ernie  Eis  cost 
about  $100,000  and  Sevw^ 
iano  Ballesteros  and  Jose- 1 
Marla  Olazabal  about 


that  London  would  buck  the  tor  an  Achilles  tendon  izijmv.  ment  is  subject  to  Sky's  televj- 
currmit  trend  and  appoint  a London,  meanwhile,  are  the  slon  requirements. 


' (Yorkshire  Connty  Cricket 
' Club  being  toe  third),  but 
for  all  of  them  thing^  can 
only  get  better. 


Snooker 


New  trium'^h  in  the  year  Dott 


Tfaoogfa  Norman  is  right 
in  saying  it  is  difficult  to  dic- 
tate to  sponsors  bow  they 
spend  their  money.  Sch<^ 
field  is  ri^t  to  tiy.  Every 
cent  that  goes  into  the 


boSnenewsTODM  durtog  Slam  quarter-final  in  the  Aus-  pri^ng.  As  the  vrorld  No.  I pocket  of  a Greg  Norman 

SXSoDsn.  hecandemand  more  money  over  and  above  toe  preq>er 


traliariopen  necandemana  more  money  over  ana  apove  roe  prwr 

^e^Sto^erSirtln  S j^Taiwigo.  the  American  than  anyone  else,  and  cur-  prize-money  is  money  tot 
SSSSS  rt  toTSmtoute  wbo^hSSd  notoriety  with  rently  tot  is  some  $300,000  should  be  avail^le  for  aU  to 
S?  totSed  hte  outburst  at  Wimbledon  (£800,006)  for  events  outeUe  a chance  of  winning. 

^ vS;.  beat  Jeremy  Bates  toellnltrt  Stete9.tttotwas  Golf  is^l  a sport,  and  it 

at  the  ATP  TOUT  event  in  toe  sum  he  demanded  as  an  is  a sporting  concept  that 


of  the  doubles,  where  she  was _ ^ 

paired  wito  toe  home-fown  Shanghai  and  now  &cw  an-  ampeai^fee,  tt  TOmore 
feivoupite  Kimlko  Date,  of  other  Briton,  Dani^&psferd. 

Japan.tbeworidMo.6.  in  the  second  round.  Tarango.  fond  of  each  of  the  three 

sales,  who  id^.  ber  first  the  top  seed,  beat  flie  ftffmer 
ciwoiae  match  today  against  British  No.  1 6-^  ■ 7-6.  Saps-  In  Dubai  the  total  money 
Irina  Spirlea  of  Romania,  .find  won  6-1.  7-6  against  on  offer  was  $675,000. 
strained  her  shoulder  dur^  Sweden's  Tomas  NydahL  which  would  mean  the  oi> 


his  outburst  at  Wimbledon  (£800,00(0  for  eve^  outside 
last  year,  beat  Jeremy  Bates  toe  Ihiited  States.  If  that  was 
at  the  A^P  Tour  event  in  the  sum  he  demanded  as  an 


appearance  fee,  it  was  more 
toaw  25  per  cent  of  the  prize- 
fund  of  each  of  the  three 


Irina  Spirlea  of  Romania, 
strained  her  shoulder  dur^ 


which  would  mean  the  oi> 


evexyone  starts  equal;  the 
concept  that  the  stars  de- 
serve not  only  better 
rewards,  which  they  get 
anyway,  but  a rewa^  for 
merely  turning  up  is 
busine&<i. 


CTveEvrton 

Graeme  do’* 

old  Soot  OI 
by  Hamilton 
continued  b 
run  by  beati 
at  20  alrea 
four  world^ 
at  Newpon 
the  quarts 
WeltoOp 
Dott'S. 
t«y  ove 
Mondai 
No.  6 let, 
points  i 
Higsim' 
not  pot 
''The 
to  me.' 
gins.  ■ 


''«(  play«r."  Dott,  ranked  iBOth 
after  his  first  professional 
Season,  will  play  John  Pan^ 
loni^t  for  a place  in  the 
Vmi-finals.  A battle  of  former 
r>rld  champions  saw  Parrott 
St  Dennis  Taylor  5-1,  ez- 
mng  his  unbttten  record 
pst  Taylor  to  13  matches, 
^ter  Bbdoa  dr^^ted  two  of 
first  three  frames  to  Billy 
who  had  eliminated 
nie  O’Sullivan,  but  came 
ngh  5-2.  In  tote  after- 
’s quarter-final  be  will 
the  20-yearoId  Welsh- 
Mark  Williams,  who 
V Murphy  S-2.  Mur- 
'Vlation  is  that  wins 
U Wattana  and 
\4on  have  earned 
' A Northern  Ire- 
I ip  trio. 
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MURDOCH’S  TELEVISION  BID  FOR  GAMES  REJECTED  BY  IOC 


£961  nil  bid  wins  Oiympics  for  BBC 


^Guardian 


Women  at  risk 
In  stalkers’ 


Andrew  Caff 
Media  CoiTMpoiideiit 


The  BBC  was  ealebrat- 
ittg  last  az^t  after  an 
audacious  bid  by 
Rupert  Murdoch's 
News  Corporatioii  to  seize 
exclusive  European  televl> 
Sion  ri^ts  to  the  Olympic 
Games  of  the  year  2000  was 
rejected. 

A £961.8  million  ($1,442 
billion)  bid  from  the  Euro- 


Bailey 
whips  up 
Christie 
storm 


Linford  Christie 
was  yesterday  accused 
of  feigning  injury  to 
cover  up  certain  defeat  in 
the  final  of  last  year's  100 
metres  world  champion- 
ship in  Gothenbi^. 

The  astonishing  claim 
was  made  by  Donovan  Bai- 
ley, the  nan»Sian  SOC- 
ceeded  him  as  champion. 
Bailey  said  that  ^'absor- 
lutely  no  one  was  iqjured 
in  that  race”,  even  tbon^ 
the  Briton  finished  flat  on 
his  back  clntehing  his  ham- 
string after  finishing  sixth. 

**A  fit  Linford  Christie 
ran  that  race,’*  said  Bailey. 
“He  was  first  out  of  his 
blocks  bnt  was  overtaken. 
You  watch  It  again.'* 

The  claim,  denied  yester- 
day by  Christie's  agent, 
seems  designed  to  stoke  np 
a row  ahead  of  the  Olym- 
pics in  Atlanta,  where  Bai- 
ley expects  Chiistie  to  com- 
pete despite  his  declantlon 
last  year  that  he  would  not 
defend  his  title. 


pean  Broadcasting  Union  was 
accepts  by  tiie  InternatioDal 
Olympic  Comnittee  for  the 
summer  apd  winter  games 
until  2008,  oven  thou^  Mur- 
doch had  otSsred  to  pay  about 
£340  milhon  more. 

It  means  the  Olympic 
Games  in  2000  (Sydney),  2004 
and  2008  and  the  Winter 
Olympics  in  2002  (Salt  Lake 
C^)  and  2006  will  be  covered 
by  BBC  TV  and  radio. 

Ihe  deal  represents  a sig- 
nificant victory  in  the  BBC’s 


flghtback  against  the  increas- 
ing encroachments  rf  ^ 
Spwrts  and  Murdoch's  powe^ 
fUl  (^eque-book. 

Jonathan  Martin,  the  BBC’s 
beleaguered  head  of  spoil, 
t^  Radio  5 Live:  *T  think  it 
will  get  three  cheers  fiom 
sports  fans  everywhere.” 

Be  praised  the  vision  and 
leadetship  of  the  IOC  presi- 
dent Juan  Antonio  Samar- 
anch for  accepting  the  EBU's 
offer  despite  a considerably 
more  lucrative  offer  of  up  to 


£1.3  billion  ($2  biHioQ)  from 
-Murdoch. 

Mar^  added:  “Samaranch 
stuck  resolutely  to  the  view, 
enshrined  in  the  lOC's-Char- 
ter,  tiiat  the  Olympias  should 
continue  to  .be  seen  by  the 
laigest  possible  numhar  of 
viewers  worldwhle." 

The  BBC  has  covered  the 
Olympics  since  Rome  in  I960 
and.  Will  Wyatt,  managing  di- 
rector of  BBC  TV.  said:  “This 
is  a -victory  for  the  ordinary 
viewer ...  a guarantee  of  full 


coverage  and  universal  ac- 
cess well  into  the  2Ist 
centajy.** 

Jeen-Pierre  Julien  of  the 
EBU,  which  represents  6S 
broadeastse  in  49  countries 
across  Europe  and  was 
praised  by  the  IOC  tor  its 
expertise,  said  it 
was  a victory  for  public  ser- 
vice broadcasting.  “It  is  ter- 
rific news,  but  we  were  pretty 
confident  We  consider  sporto 
as  a public  service." 

Murdoch  to  bcy 


toe  ri^ts  then  re-sell 
thorn  In  Britain  coverage 
would  have  b^  shared  b^ 
tween  SI7  Sports  and  a ter- 
restrial broadcaster. 

A spokesman  tor  News  Cor 
poration  said:  “We  respect 
the  ri^t  of  any  sports  body  to 
select  the  broedcaster  of  its 
choice.  Rights-holders  are 
well  able  to  make  their  own 
decision  with  regard  to  the 
relative  merits  of  finapHni 
bids  and  the  extent  and  qual- 
ity of  cjoverage." 


Richard  Williams,  page  13 


Quick  as  a flash . . . Donovan  Bail^,  the  100m  world  champion,  gives  importers  bis  view  of  last  year’s  events  in  (Sothenburg  PHcrrocmPH:  frank  baron 

Positive  drug  tests  up  by  1 5 per  cent 


John  Duncan 


IN  A week  viben  drug 
abuse  in  ^xnt  has  again 
come  to  the  tore,  the 
Sports  Council  yesterday 
revealed  that  drug  failures 
from  its  testing  prx^ramme  in 


the  United  Kingdom  were  up 
by  a remarkable  15  per  cent 
over  toe  past  year,  to  the 
highest  level  on  record. 

“Yes.  there  have  been  more 
positives  so  far,  about  15  per 
cent”  said  Michele  Verroken, 
head  of  toe  Sports  Council’s 
doping  control  unit  and  Brit- 


ish sport’s  No.  1 anti-drugs 
baroness.  *Tmt  we  v7on*t  know 
the  exact  number  until 
March.” 

With  the  Leyton  Orient 
tootballer  Roger  Stanislaus 
attending  an  FA  hearing 
tomorrow  after  failing  a post- 
match  test  for  cocaine.  Vem>- 


Paid  for  Christmas 
with  your  credit  cards? 

Pay  them  off 
with  a Direct  Line  loan 
and  save  money. 


Plaid  for  Christnus  with  your 
plastic?  Wrll  here's  a way  to  senlc  your 
credit  card  commitmene  tor  less. 

Take  out  a Direct  Line  personal  loan. 
As  y-ou  can  see,  a Direct  Line  loan  won't 
cost  you  as  much  as  a loan  trom  any  of 
the  big  banks  shown  in  the  table  below 


lb  qualify*  you  simply  have  to 
be  a Direct  Line  customer  or  hold  a 
comprehensive  motor  in.<(unince  policy 
with  any  insurer. 

So,  if  you  want  to  boirow  between 
Ei.O0U  and  £15J)00  we're  -waidng  for 
your  call 
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DIRECT  LINE 


0181  680  9966 


LONDON 


0161  831  9966 


MANCHESTER 


0141  248  9966 


GLASGOW 


CALL  ANYTIME  Sam  to  8pm  Meaday  to  Md^  and  9am  to  5pm  Satur^irk  Fleaso  queC*  GA3 


ken  also  revealed  tiiat  sport 
vras  seeing  more  failures  for 
“social"  drugs  than  before. 
**WeS«  seen  increases  in  all 
substances  listed  as  banned 
and  we  continue  to  have  a 
high  percents^  of  steroids 
and  a high  percentage  of  stim- 
ulants. But  I giMSS  tf  anything 
the  trend  Is  going  towai^  the 
kind  of  stimulants  that  you 
would  expect  to  see  more 
socially  now.”  That  list  in- 
cludes cannabis,  ecstasy,  am- 
phetamines and  cocaine. 

From  April  1994  to  April 
1996  there  were  70  failures 
from  4.374  samples.  The  199&96 
figures  are  not  completed  but 
will  go  over  80  tor  toe  firet 
time,  from  about  4,000  samples. 
Whereas  steroid  detection  has 
remained  fbirly  constant  since 
1991  at  about  20  ftulures  a year, 
the  growth  areas  in  1994  and 
1995  were  haUucinogenics  (400 
per  cent  increase)  and  stimu- 
lants (200  per  cent). 

The  growth  comes  at  a time 
of  increasing  financial  pres- 
sure on  toe  Sports  Council:  it 
conducts  about  4,000  tests 
each  year  but  athletes,  some 
governing  bodies  and  toe  pub- 
lic are  demanding  more.  Test- 
ing ea^  sample  costs  £130 
and  the  ^uncil  has  a team  of 
200  officers  collecting  samples 
around  the  country,  each  paid 
up  to  £50  a day  plus  expenses. 

More  of  the  cost  of  testing 
should  be  shifted  on  to  spon- 
sors, said  Verroken,  if  toe 
programme  is  to  TwaintaiTi  its 

deterrent  eB&ct  ”We  almost 
need  to  have  that  as  a condi- 
tion Of  sports  sponsorship. 
Quietly  sponsors  say,  *Of 
course  we  don't  want  to  see 
dnigs  in  spoif,  but  they 
should  be  saying  it  loudly.” 
The  Mats  Wllander/Karel 
Novare^  ease  this  week  has 
also/ ' 'hted  the  legal  dif- 

fi'  can  scare  off 

om  testing  v^- 
pair  yesterday 


issued  writs  against  the  Inter- 
national Tennis  Federation 
o>rer  their  alleged  test  feiiores 
tor  cocaine  at  last  year's 
French  Open. 

Ti»  ITF  said  yestenh^: 
“From  what  we  know  it  [the 
writ]  attacks  the  whole  phl- 
loeophy  of  cur  anti-doping 
prograxnnie.  ,We  will  be  vigor- 
ously defending  ourselves 

against  any  glairna-” 

So,  are  ^emihg  bodies 
reluctant  to  because  of  the 

consequences  of  discovering 
abusers?  'Tfs  not  just  toe 
damagB  to  the  image  of  toe 
sport,”  said  Verroken,  “but 
also  toe  knock-on  legal  ct^ts 
to  protect  and  defend  toeir 
own  rules.  We  see  cases  now 
culminating  in  £150,000  of 
costs,  a huge  siun  tor  a gov- 
erning body  to  have  to  find." 

The  Sports  (touxtcU  wants 
an  independent  arbitration 
sy^D,  with  restricted  costs, 
to  review  disputed  drugs 
cases.'  “Either  side  should  be 
able  to  go  to  such  arbitra- 
tion.” said  Verroken.  “and  at 
that  stage  we  know  that  gov- 
erning bodies  won’t  be  fearful 
of  the  cost  Competitors,  too. 
vran't  have  to  lay  down  and 
toke  it  because  can’t  af- 
ford to  fight  in  toe  courts.” 


Drugs  in  $port  are  often  less 
sophisticated  than  people 
imagine.  Verroken  keeps  in 
her  office  a tin  of  one  “muscle 
buildi^’  compound  whose 
main  ingredient  is  skimmed- 
milk  powder.  She  also  tells  of 
toe  police  informing  her  of  a 
large  quantity  at  cooking  oil 
being  sold  as  testosterone, 
aTiri  an  “energy”  drink  com- 
pound ti»t  turned  out  to  be 
talcum  powder.  Ihe  cheats,  it 
seems,  sometimes  get  just 
what  they  deserve. 


Vincent  Hanna 


I  REMEMBER  one  early 
mwning  in  Denver  in  the 
mid-Seventies.  I was  mak- 
ixtg  a film  and  was  taken  by 
a friend  to  watch  Billie  Jean 
King  practise.  Taking  on  two 

players  at  a time,  she  served, 
ran,  and  hit  scores  (rf the 
ftliffrtd  high.  Karirhflnrt  VOUeyS 
that  were  her  trademark.  As 
she  talked  to  us  afterwards, 
she  pointed  ou  t a small  group 
of  men  who  hung  about  under 
the  trees  staring  at  her. 

‘^ftiey  never  miss  an  ap- 
pearance," she  said.  “They’re 
obsessive.  But  they  are  really 
quite  harmless.’* 

I doubt  whether  she  would 
think  ao  now.  Stalkinghasbe- 
come  a dimerous  thing  in 
9Port,  especially  tennis.  And 
everyone  flunks  so;  well,  al- 
most everyone.  Lest  we^  offi- 
cials at  the  Australian  Open 
received  an  anonymous  phone 
ftaii  threatening  deato  to  Mon- 
ica Seles.  The  tournament  di- 
rector Paul  McNamee  said: 
“Any  concerns  that  there  were 
here  were  handled  low  key." 

which  ha  meant  that  a 
unifottoed  policeman  was 
placed  on  each  entrance  to  flie 
stadium.  Then  everyone  kept 
toeir  hoarfc  down  and  their 
mouths  shut  Seles  was  not 
told  Isuppose  the  theory  was 
that  the  silly  girl  might  have 
panicked  a:!^  called  off  toe 
final  agai^  Anke  Huber  or 
something,  and  where  would 
that  have  left  them? 

Besid».  this  was  a tennis 
match,  damn  it;  decent  people 
watch  tennis;  you  don’t  get 
nutters  nmning  on  to  the 
court  and  stabbing  people . . . 
ah.,  .yes. . .well  anyway,  it's 
oolyagame. 

Tm  not  so  sure.  There  is 
something  about  the  spate  of 
stalking  stories  that  leaves  me 
uneasy.  Mostly  because  toe 
coverage  they  get  usually 
makes  things  worse. 

STALKERS  thrive  on 
knowing  fliat  they 
make  a difference  to 
toeir  victim,  it  under- 
pins their  rdations^,  mak- 
ing it  mean  something  even  if 
it  is  only  terror  and  The 

Seles  story  came  bard  aftm- the 
details,  published  yesterd^. 
of  that  tragic  story  in  Hunting- 
don. The  victim  there  was  also 
under  “police  protection". 

Tennis,  more  than  any 
other  sport,  seems  to  attract 
fliis  ty;^  of  obsessive.  Chris 


Evert  once  found  a stalker  liv- 

in  flie  wardrobe  cthar 

rented  house  at  Wimbledon. 

She  got  a court  order  and  toe 
incident  was  hushed  up.  “It 
happens  to  all  the  leading 
players,"  she  saW. 

Theo  Dunklebetg  followed 
Huber  for  months.  Kurt  Zuym- 
Felde  us^  to  sleep  inacar 
outside  Steffi  (jraf  s house. 
Michael  Salata  was  convicted 
twice  of  barassingher.  And 
Giinther  Parche  ran  on  to  the 
court  at  Hamburg  and  stabbed 
Seles  for  displacing  his  hero- 
ine Steffi  as  world  No.  L 
What  is  it  about  the  sport 
that  attracts  such  people?  My 
psychologistfrlend  wished  to 
remain  anonymous.  The  psy- 
chiatrist did  not 
For  openers  it  is  the  players. 
The  potential.targets  are  all 

young  women,  dressed  — to 

some — provocatively.  Then 
there  is  the  accessibiUty. 

Ihe  public  can  get  closer  to 
tennis  players  than  to  any  - 
otoer  stars.  At  Wimbledon  on 
toe  outside  courts  the  competi- 
tors sit  almost  in  your  lap. 
“Look  at  the  structure  of  the 
court  itself,"  the  psychologist 
told  me.  “The  players  are 
bosed-in.  confined,  vulnerable. 
The  obeesivei^can  imagine 
fliat  fliey  are  pliQring  for  him. 

"Above  all, " she  said, 

“toere  is  the  length  of  flie 
mfttnhftft  Where  else  can  toe 
ot^esslve  get  close  access  to 
young,  fit  scantily  clad 

women  for  two  to  three  hours 
at  a time?  They  develop  what 
th^  think  is  an  empathy  with 
toeir  victim.” 

DRLEWISMOONIB 
MF.  shadow  Sports 
Minister  and  a psychi- 
atrist, agreed.  “Stalk- 
ers are  usually  inadequate 
people  who  develop  a fkntasy 
relationship.  They  see  the  play- 
er’s face  often  on  TV  and  feel  as 
if  they  know  them.  It  can  be 
dangerous,  especially  for  young 
women.  Tournament  or^nis- 
ers  must  settle  security  proce- 
dures with  toe  tennis  authori- 
ties and  stick  to  them.” 

It  is  a phenomenon  not  un- 
like the  hero  worship  of  film 
stars  in  the  Thirties.  Except 
that  the  studios  knew  bow  to 
protect  toeir  prpperiy. 

The  Women’s  Tennis  Associ- 
ation has  a list  oTblaritiisted 
fens  who  have  a record  cf  stalk- 
ing and  whom  it  wishes  to  baa 
It  recently  hired  security  con- 
sultants to  advise  on  toe  prob- 
lem. But  as  it  ruefully  aitoiits, 
it  is  to  the  hands  of  tourna- 
ment organisers. 

BrendaPeiry,  the  WTA  tour 
director  at  Melbourne,  was 
k^  to  toe  dark  about  the 
Seles  threat  “This  is  what  the 
world  is  coining  to.”  said  Mar- 
tina Navratilo^  who  has  had 
her  share  of  stalkers.  “These 
are  just  games  we  are  playing; 
this  is  not  a matter  of  and 

death.”  I hope  toe’s  ri^L 
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Verroken . . . record  failures 
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lay  or  may  not  be  one  of  a 
iiat  one  British  pressure 
olmms  will  eventually  be 
3d  by  her  stalker,  but  he 
eady  taken  five  years  of 
1 her  son’s  life. 

'J’Kane 


Across 


1 Where  miners  are  company 
tor  a long  and  one  Kgher  (4-4) 
5^  Protest  at  wearing  fewer 
clothes  as  a warning  (6-Q 
9 A line  in  v«ee  (English) 
d^>ictlng  the  viburnum  (4-4) 

10  Row  tied  in  a bow? 

12  A mathematicai  triumvirate? 
(4^,5) 

15  Sir  Thomas's  manners?  (^ 

17  Underlying  explanation 
could  be  a score  out  (4,5) 

18  Arab  Chief  accepts  £3  to  gain 
Egyptian  leaderk  ear  ^>4) 

19  (same  going  between  bars 
(5) 

20  Novel  sails  for  sailor,  not 
one  to  be  novel  (5,6) 

24See5 

25  The  best  Item  Is  tainted  by 
an  eruption  (4,4) 


1 


26  Having  a go  at  being 
vexatious^ 

27  UrKMtoodox  set  gives  relics 

m 

Down 

1 Almost  aiiive  to  pledge 
mutual  agreement?  (1 0) 

2 ttanydrcumstarxres 

tidiness  is  a lot  to  ask  (1 

3 Stout  fellow  giving  a soft 
answer  (5) 

4 Town  seat  of  patronising  . 
sail  (12) 

. 6 Goat  gets  prize  Dower  (9) 

7 Itk  wrong  to  be  uplifted  (4) 

8 (aoat  destroyed  garment  (4) 
11  Possible  clue  to  piers  in  4 

(7‘.5) 

18  Sow  attachment  (audibly, 
you  se^  into  skin  for  piano 
in  one  perfomanee  (7-3) 

14  Play  about  stars  and 
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selves,  from  French:  The 
Strawberry  Tree'"S  about 
right  (4.6) 

16  Helper  in  the  cellar  (4-5) 

21  A female  modelts  less  than 
adish(S) 

22  Some  ^und  tor  intrigue  (4) 

23  Notice  parbcul^  over 
yourh^(4)  - 
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